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F"OREMTOR]D

Not only is the modern world in a state of transition
but also the practice of medicine is changing dayby day.
As these things occur men have found their value sys-
tems being challenged and often unable to stand the
stress and the pressures. Mental illness and physical
breakdowns are common in all areas of society and in all
parts of the world. St. Paul states (II Timothy 3:1) that "in
the last days perilous times shall come". The days of the
present and future are perilous particularly for men who
are floundering through life without the saving knowl-
edge of Jesus Christ and His Word.

Happily, men of Cod are responding to the challenge
of this era by listening to the Holy Spirit and receiving His
instruction. This is true not only in theology but in every
phase of life including medical practice. Dr. Lawton
Smith, as a physician and a neuro-ophthalmologist, has
spent the majority of his rich professional life correlating a

wealth of medicalknowledge in his field to godlywisdom
and spiritual insight. The human being in every case is a
result of the product of the good and the bad that he has
sown into his life. Every thinking physician sees this from
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day to day in his practice. As God in these last days is
pouring out His Spirit upon all flesh, physicians of all ar-
eas of endeavor are beginning to correlate spirituality
with health and wholeness and lack of spirituality with
sickness and death.

Dr. Smith makes these correlations with striking and
at time surprisingbiblical insight. Not everyone will agree
with his conclusions but for those who will hear let them
hear what God through His servant is saying to the Body
of Christ. A large portion of this excellent treatise is most
instructive to those with medical knowledge. However,
all honest seekers after truth will benefit from reading Dr.
Smith's most instructive text. In an era when families and
homes are being destroyed because of drugs and aberrant
sexuality, the insights brought forth by Dr. Smith con-
cerning demonism are most instructive. Freeing society
from demonic power could become a most important
function of the true church of jesus Christ in time to come.
For this to happen modern man must receive power from
God in order to combat the forces of darkness and decep-
tion. It is doubtless time to stop debating the necessity of
the Baptism of the Holy Spirit and for those of the Body of
Christ in general, especially those in the ministry and in
medicine, to receive Christ's Baptism to then have power
to live for Christ and to deliver our loved ones from sa-
tanic bondage. It is my prayer that the conservative
church will awaken to this truth at once because the hour
is late and God's Word is plain on this matter. Dr. Smith's
thoughts and suggestions must be given prayerful con-
sideration by men of prayer and contemplation. His text-
book is a book of liberation.

William Standish Reed, M.D., M.S. (Surgery)
President and Founder,

Christian Medical F oundat ion lnt ernational, Inc.
Author: "Surgery of the SoLtl", "HealingTheWhole Man"
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T-t
-Fo. rome time I have had the desire to write a book that
would emphasize the importance of the Bible in the prac-
tice of medicine. At first blush, these two concepts - the
scriptures and the modern practice of medicine - might
seem to be poles apart and totally inconsistent one with the

other. However, the most important lesson that I have
learned in my life is simply this - the Bible is hue. By this, I
mean that the Holy Bible is totally accurate, is relevant, is

up-to-date, and is without effor - whether considered sci-

entifically, medically, historically, archeologically, philo-
sophically, or from any other perspective. The Bible is truly
the written word of the lirring God. It is by far the most im-
portant book efsting in the world today.

One of the great challenges to the practicing physi-
cian today is how to keep abreast of the voluminous cur-
rent medical literature. The pressure to be well read in
scientific circles is immense. How then can one account
for the fact that most professionals are biblically illiter-
ate? A story I heard about a Christian who was bringing
Bibles across the border into an iron curtain country
seems appropriate. When he was stopped by the border
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guards/ the Bibles were promptly confiscated by the
communist officials. The courier asked, "Why is this one
book alone confiscated and barred from your country
more so than all other books?" The communist official
promptly replied, "Because this book changes people!"
And that, dear reader, is the truth. The Bible does change
people. That is why there has been a constant, unceasing
effort of God's adversary to hinder and prevent access of
the people to this book for thousands of years. This was
true in ancient days (circa 856 BC) when King Johoiakim
of Judah burned the roll of words written from the
mouth of prophet Jeremiah (Jeremiah, chapter 36). This
was true in 7526 AD when William Tyndale first pub-
lished the New Testament in English and for this was
burned at the stake ten years later. Likewise, it was true
when the United States Supreme Court removed Bible
reading from the public schools in7963 - and is still true
today, and will be true until the Lord returns. By the
way,in my opinion, the decision removing the Holy Bi-
ble from the schools of this country was the greatest mis-
take made by the United States in my lifetime - without
exception. When the word of God was removed from
the classroom, God was in effect rejected from the
schools, and the result has been a continuing decline of
the entire public school system ever since so that in
many cities the schools are virtual jungles.

However, how can one write about such a book as
the Bible? Where can one find the time and be able to co-
ordinate such a theme with the practice of medicine? Ec-
clesiastes 72:12 tells us, "And further, by these, my son,
be admonished: of making many books there is no end;
and much study is a weariness of the flesh." Yet, there re-
mains a strong feeling in my heart that the message must
get out to medical students, nurses, interns, house offi-
cers, fellows, physicians in practice, medical educators,
paramedical personnel, graduate students, intellectuals,
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teachers, other professionals, and particularly to patients

- that modern medicine without a biblical base is like a

ship without a rudder and will go wherever the wind
blows. Many, many adverse winds ape now blowing
upon the good ship of medicine. Abortion, infanticide,
euthanasia, hypnosis, acupuncture, holistic concepts,
and many, many others are all too apparent in many,
many hospitals today. New diseases constantly must be
learned as the effects of sin continue to accrue. Examples
are talc retinopathy or damage to the eye resulting from
contaminant powders injected intravenously by drug
abusers, and the devastating AIDS (acquired immune
deficiency syndrome) seen primarily in male homosexu-
als. It is my sincere prayer that the reader will carefully
consider the points proposed, and will not simply toss
them aside as something from an individual who has
gone "off his rocker". I really do not know the best way to
present the thesis, but believe that by simply relating my
own personal experience, as well as that of my wife, fam-
ily, friends, colleagues, and patients - that this can be
used by the Holy Spirit to help open eyes - profession-
ally and spiritually as well as medically.

Finally, it must be emphasized that the ultimate pur-
pose of this book is to get three points across to physi-
cians and patients - (1) The Bible is true, (2) God is real,
and (3) Jesus Christ is alive and is coming again.It is evi-
dent that the majority of individuals, certainly in the
practice of medicine, do not really believe any of these
three tenets. Most do not believe that the Bible is really
true - for if they did, rather than ignoring it, they would
spend every spare minute devouring the book in an at-
tempt to find the true answers to life. Likewise, the ma-
jority of persons in my experience do not live as if God is
really REAL. They give lip service to Him as perhaps "the
man upstairs," of a"powet" "somewhere up there," but
they do not live at all as if they understand that just as

t3
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certainly as they are a living creature, there truly is a liv-
ing Creator. The reason that many intellectuals are reti-
cent to acknowledge the existence of a true and living
God as a Person, is that there can be only one immediate
and intellectually honest response to such a conclusion.
One must obey such a God. The third point, that Jesus
Christ is alive and coming back physically to this earth, is
a supremely important - yes, life and death, decision to
make in our lives. It is evident that most people do not
truly believe that. They believe that Jesus Christ is a
myth, or a historical relic, at best a concept totally unre-
lated to their current personal lives. My thesis, dear
reader, is simply thus - if you accept the following as a
mathematical equation - (The Bible is TRUE) (God is
REAL) (Christ is ALIVE and is coming again) - then
whether you add these or multiply them makes no dif-
ference. The opposite side of the equation, which is your
response to these facts, is "where the action is". One can-
not truly accept these three points in the depths of one's
mind and heart without being truly changed. In fact, all
of the three points are coexistent. If you accept the fact
that the Bible is true, then the other two points are a nec-
essary corollary. My prayer is that if nothing else, this
bookwill provoke you to study the Bible and to carefully
read the New Testament through for yourself. As they
say in the military,"If all else fails, consult the instruction
manual." I pray that the Lord Jesus will lay it on your
heart to read the Bible with an open heart and an open
mind, and to weigh carefully and honestly what it says.
If you do not accept its message, the least thing that can
happen is that you will have been exposed to great litera-
ture and will have broadened your intellectual base.
However, if you DO accept the message of the Bible,
your life will change immeasurably as your spiritual eyes
are opened to the Lord. You will come to enjoy a new in-
ner peace and purpose in living that you simply could
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not have envisioned before. Do not neglect the Bible, for
you will do so at your peril. I cannot emphasize that
point enough at the outset of this work. Ipray that if any-
thing said in this book is not true, it will be stricken from
your memory and will be promptly forgotten. However,
I also pray that whatever is said that is true will be
anointed by the Holy Spirit and quickened to you or
made alive in your innermost being.

The interrelationships of the Bible and the study and
practice of medicine willbe brought out as we proceed in
the chapters ahead. Personal experiences are not written
to bring attention to self, God forbid! They are written as
I know of no other way to truly communicate to physi-
cians - for they will barely, in my experience, listen to
others at all, but will usually listen to another doctor - at
least to some degree. I encourage you to pray at this
point before proceeding further. Perhaps the following
words would express the proper thought - "God, I
don't know if there really is a God. Jesus, I really don't
know if there truly is a Jesus. But, God, if you are real,
andJesus, if you really are the Messiah and the only way
to Heaven, I want to know the truth. I ask you to show
me the truth and to help me to know the difference be-
tween truth and error as I read this book. I pray this to
the one and only true living God from the sincerity of my
heart. Amen."

t5
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tsNRTft{ AND NEMTtsNRTH

TIt seems to me to be quite difficult to introduce subjects
of interest to medically oriented persons - such as spiri-
tual diagnosis, discernment in the practice of medicine,
an ophthalmological view of obstetrics, the concept of
spiritual neuroanatom!, praying for patients, and the
like - and yet avoid a preliminary personal approach
which might seem presumptuous. However,I have con-
cluded that spiritually one cannot dissect the message
from the man. In my morning Bible reading today, Paul
in writing to Philemon prayed "that the communication
of your faith may become effectual by the acknowledg-
ing of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus."
(Philemon 6). I also pray that the Lord will enable me to
truly humble myself before the word of God so as to ef-
fectively communicate with you, the reader, and ask
your forbearance in recounting my personal encounter
and subsequent experiences with the Lord.

I was born in Greenville, South Carolina on February
7, '1.929 

- the youngest of three sons of Dr. and Mrs.
Hugh Smith. I am quite thankful that as a youngster my
parents were consistent and faithful in taking me to
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Sunday school and church. At age'1.2,I was baptized in
water and became a member of the church, however, the
only change that it produced in me was that I came up
wet! My subsequent years were primarily engrossed in
attending preparatory school in Pennsylvania during
World War II while my father and both brothers were
away in military service, then later to college at Emory
University in Atlanta, where I graduated in 1948 with a
B.A. degree in chemistry. Interspersed with trying to
make good grades were activities and sins ubiquitous
among teenaged boys who did not know the Lord. Two
events in college made an impact on my memory and
might be recalled here. In physical chemistry class, the
teacher expounded the second law of thermodynamics
by pointing out that all chemical equations proceed so as
to produce an increase in entropy. Now, entropy is a
measure of the degree of disorder in a system. The sec-
ond law of thermodynamics therefore states that en-
tropy always increases and available energy diminishes
in a closed system, as the universe. The professor then
went on to point out that this explained the fact that the
universe was gradually running down hill, and that in-
deed the fantastic heat of the sun in our solar system
would inevitably, albeit so slowly that it would require
millions and millions of years, decrease until it ap-
proached absolute zero, or zero degrees Kelvin, at which
point no further molecular motion can exist. He summa-
rized the teaching by saying simply that all equations
run downhill - never up hill without the introduction
of energy. That point might be simply related to water -water always runs downhill, and will never, never go
uphill without the introduction of energy to make it do
so. While thinking about the second law of thermody-
namics in that class, I can recall to this day, that the
thought instantly went through my mind - 

"Why, that
totally disproves the concept of evolution!" If allbiological
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substances or systems inevitably run down hill, and if the
universe is cooling off, one can only conclude that there
must have been a Creation in the first place. Many scien-
tists acknowledge this concept today by the so-called
"Big Bang" theory which supposes that in the beginning
a primordial, cataclysmic "Bang" ot explosion or other
unknown such event produced the introduction of en-
ergy that has subsequently allowed the development of
the creation we now recognize and accept. It is obvious,
however, from the standpoint of logic, that this concept
simply sidesteps the origin - for where did the energy
come from that produced the "Big Bang'? I faced in my
heart in that classroom in college the fact that the second
law of thermodynamics - an accepted fact in physical
chemistry, and not simply a theory - establishes be-
yond any doubt that since the universe is running
downhill, there had to be a creation. This logically neces-
sitated a Creator who originated the energy which has
been constantly dissipated ever since. The downward
course of all equations was to my mind evidence that by
no means could an amoeba, coelenterate, or bit of pri-
mordial slime evolve upwards into the fantastic differen-
tiation required to properly align one million nerve
fibers in the human optic nerye. I can still recall the im-
pact that this made on my mind that science had proved
the existence of a Creator God!

The second event in college which stands out in my
memory as spiritually significant occurred during the
onset of a violent and abrupt thunderstorm which
started one day while I was walking towards the Emory
library. Just before arriving at the library, while totally
drenched with rain, a huge bolt of lightning struck a tall
tree by the law school and split that tree, which must
have been over 100 feet tall, down the middle as easily as
one might cut hot butter. One part of the tree crashed to
the ground, not too far from me, with such impact that
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the thought went through my mind as I jumped under a

covering ledge - "What would have happened if that
tree had fallen on me?" I can distinctly remember to this
date that the thought went through my mind - "Well,I
am supposed to be a Christian. I guess I would have
gone to Heaven." The next thought that I had, however,
was the inner realization that I had no assurance what-
ever that either of those was truly correct. I went on into
the library and then promptly forgot the matter. Looking
back, however, I can see that God was trying to get my
attention in those years. But I didn t know it.

One other circumstance showing my spiritual blind-
ness then was in some respects actually quite humorous.
I was actively involved in a college fraternity in those
days and it meant quite a bit to me. One day while driv-
ing my car to a fraternity province meeting, my mind
was quite engrossed with the affairs of business that
would come up there. I stopped to pick up three young
college boys who were hitchhiking on the highway. I
didn't notice that they were students at Bob Jones Uni-
versity, a religious school in my home town. Shortly after
I picked them up, one of them asked me where I went to
school. I replied, "Emory." He then queried, "Are there
many religious fellows there?" My response instantly re-
vealed my thoughts, "Why I've never heard of them! I
am an SAE myself!" They immediately began to actively
talk to me about the Lord, and since that turned me off,I
dismissed them from the car in short order and drove on
to Spartanburg, and again promptly forgot the matter. I
was so far from thinking about things of the Lord that I
thought that "Religious Fellows" should be spelled with
capital letters and was another society!

Years passed as I attended Duke University Medical
School, graduatinginT952.I just loved medical school-
and worked hard, and played hard - while there. In-
ternship at Grady Hospital in Atlanta was followed by
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two years in the Air Force, serving for one year in Korea
as an aviation medical examiner (flight surgeon). In the
Air Force, I met my wife, Elizabeth Renick, in San Anto-
nio, and we married in December 1954 when I returned
from Korea. I took a five year residency in Ophthalmol-
ogy at Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore, between
1955 and 1960. The fourth year was spent as a fellow in
neuroophthalmology with Dr. David Cogan in Boston. I
taught a men's Sunday school class regularly while in
Baltimore, by the way. In 7960, after completing26years
of education (12 years of high school, 4 years of college, 4
years of medical school, 7 year of internship, and 5 years
of residency and fellowship training) - and having re-
ceived the coveted specialtyboard in Ophthalmology -I went back to Duke University as an assistant professor
of Ophthalmology on the full time staff. We had three
children - with one born in each of the places that I
trained. The oldest boy was born in Baltimore while at
Hopkins - our daughter was born in Boston during the
fellowship -and the youngest boy was born at Duke
while on the faculty. I was a typical young physician in-
terested in an academic career, however, and largely ne-
glected my family by spending all of my time, effort, and
interests at the hospital. While on the faculty at Duke, I
taught a men's Sunday school at the Watts Street Baptist
Church. Interestingly enough, a few students in the
Duke Divinity School signed up for this class, and
pointed out that they enjoyed the fact that I taught from
the Bible rather than adhering to the printed quarterly.
Still,I did not know the Lord!

In1962 my wife and I accepted an invitation from Dr.
E.W.D. Norton to join the full time faculty at the Univer-
sity of Miami School of Medicine. I had some misgivings
about moving to Miami-havingheard thatitwas a mo-
dern Sodom and Gomorra - and thinking that it would
not be nearly as nice as living in the "Bible Belt" , where I

2I
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thought we were! However,I moved to Miami as an as-
sociate professor of Ophthalmology in1962and enjoyed
being in that department up to my retirementinT994. I
continued to teach a men's Sunday School class and to
attend church everv Sundav with mv wife and familv in
Miami.

God really began to move in my life, however, after I
moved to Miami. I began listening to a radio evangelist
and Bible teacher while en route to work in the car. I
joined CBMC (Christian Business Men's Committee) -a men's group who met every Thursday for lunch and
heard men testify aboutJesus. However, the "moment of
truth" came in the fall of 7963.

I went to the American Academy of Ophthalmology
meeting that year, and this is the largest national meeting
of eye physicians and surgeons with several thousands in
attendance, and shortly after it started, I bumped into an
old friend, Dr. Jack C. Cooper of Dallas. Jack and I had
been good friends in residency together back at Hopkins,
but I had not seen him at that time for about five years. We
attended many of the scientific sessions together, had
some coffee, visited some exhibits, and over the course of
a day or two of being rather closely associated with Jack
after years of being away from him, it became apparent to
me that he had changed. I couldn't put my finger on the
specifics of the change, but it was quite obvious to me that
Jack had notably changed. It seemed that he had a new
peace about him, or as I later described it to myself and
others, as if it wouldn't bother him if someone beat him in
the head with a board! He invited me out to a Christian
Medical Society supper meeting and we attended to-
gether. I didn't know that Christian Medical Society had
annual meetings during our Academy for years, and in-
deed, that was my first exposure to the organization. Af-
ter an interesting meeting, in which some slides showing
ophthalmic surgery being done in large numbers on the
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foreign mission field were discussed, we returned to our
hotel. Simply sitting around and chatting a bit, I finally
"cracked the ice" and said - "Jack, you've changed!
what has happened?" He smiled a bit and replied -")syou really want to know?" I responded affirmatively and
he simply said something like this -"l'ys turned my life
over to Jesus." Remembering that I had been a full time
Sunday school teacher for over ten years at that time, I
said - "What do you mean?" Jack tfien told me that he
simply got up each morning, prayed a bit, read his Bible
a bit, and then turned his entire day over to the Lord Je-
sus Christ. He told me that since he had done this that his
home went better, his office went better, his surgery
went better, and he had peace in his heart! That was all
that he said. He didn't push me to pray, witness to me
further, but it was obvious to me that he really had
changed from the friend I knew in residency, and it was
also equally obvious to me that he had something in his
life that I did not have in mine!

Returning home to Miami, about a month later, or
about November 1963,I was chatting with my Sunday
School teacher about the discussion I had had with my
friend at the Academy. My teacher, Albert Warren, then
told me an amazing story which made quite an impres-
sion on me. He told me thathe had formerlybeen a"pro-
fessional atheist". When I asked him what that was, he
told me that he had been such an intense despiser of
Cod, that formerly his favorite intellectual pursuit was to
ask questions that believers could not answer. He would,
on occasion, study the Bible and would likewise on occa-
sion go to church, simply to get some intellectual ammu-
nition to use against believers and to try and rip up and
destroy their faith. I was amazedto hear his story unfolc,
because Albert Warren was one of the best Bible teachers
I had come in contact with at that time!



24 A Physicion's Foith

Mr. Warren told me that one day a man asked him
five questions that radically changed his thinking - and
his life. The man asked him the following: (1) Will you
accept the fact that a man by the name of jesus Christ
ever lived? Warren said that while he didn't accept the
Bible as the inspired word of God, he simply looked at it
as any other book, but that since Jesus was also men-
tioned in Josephus' world history of the Jews and in the
Roman records, that he had no problem with believing
that a man by that name ever existed. He pointed out
that he believed Abraham Lincoln also lived, but that he
had never seen him either. The second question then
came forth: (2) Will you accept the fact that Jesus was
crucified? Warren thought about that and commented
that since this was a common way of executing criminals
in those days that this didn't bother him at all, and that
he certainly could accept the fact that Jesus was cruci-
fied. His friend then asked him: (3) Will you accept the
fact thatJesus'tomb was empty on the third day after his
death? Warren acknowledged that this was the way the
story goes, but that it could have been simply a hole in
the wall to him, and it didn't really mean too much that
the tomb was empty. Warren therefore noted that he
had no intellectual problem with the tomb really being
empty.

His friend then pointed out that since Warren could
accept the fact that Jesus Christ lived, was crucified, died
and was buried, and that his tomb was empty on the
third duy - that there were really only three ways the
body could have gotten out of that tomb! He advised
him to forget his Sunday school background, all of the
Bible stories he had been taught and the like, and to sim-
ply look at the matter by cold logic. His friend said, "One
way that body could have come out of there was that it
was raised from the dead! That story swept the world,
but since that is supernatural, and you don't believe in
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miracles, we'll just table that idea at the moment and set
it aside." The only other two ways that the body of Jesus
Christ could have come out of that tomb were that either
his friends or his enemies tookit out. Warren agreed that
either his friends or his enemies took the body out. His
friend then suggested that we lookat those two possibili-
ties again simply by "horse sense" and forgetting what
we have been taught about the situation.

Consider the possibility (a) that his enemies had
taken the body of Jesus out of the tomb. Within a short
period of time, people were going around and telling ev-
eryone that Jesus was alive, that they had seen him, that
they had eaten with him, and that story began to sweep
the world. Now, you see that there we come to a very
profound truth. The whole case for Christianity is riding
on the fact that Jesus Christ was raised from the dead,
and that He is now alive. If Christ be not alive, you are
now wasting your time reading this book, and I am wast-
ing my time in writing it. The whole thing is a sham - is
vanity - is of no real substance at all. It is evident that
when the story of the resurrection began to sweep the
world, that all the enemies of Christ would have had to
do to nip the whole thing in the bud was to simply pro-
duce the corpus delecti! If they went out of town, dug up
a cadaver with some holes in his hands, holes in his feet,
scars on his brow, and said, "Here is your Jesus. Res ipsa
loquitur!" That would have immediately quenched the
entire moment. The fact that the enemies of Christ did
not produce his body is absolute proof that they did not
have it, because if they did, there could have been no
such story as the resurrection. That point of proof would
hold in any logical, honest court on earth.

Warren's friend then told him about the other possi-
bility. Consider (5) that Christ's friends had taken his
body out of that tomb. They had a good thing going, a
better movement than the Lions Club or the Rotarv, and

25
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by simply hiding the body they could keep the myth
alive. Now, you have to consider more of what you
know about how people really are than the story. Within
a short period of time, the Romans began to persecute
the believers, and we should recall that the great major-
ity of the early believers were Jews. They would take
them out and say, "simply deny Christ - and we won't
crucify you. Simply say there is nothing to it, and we
won't feed your child to the lions." Now, we all know
that historically the Romans were amazed as the early
believers were led into the coliseum to be burned at the
stake, crucified upside down, fed to the lions, and other-
wise martyred and yet they would NOT renounce their
faith in Christ. They would face their deaths with songs
of praise to God on their lips. We also need to recall that
there is something more important to a man or a woman
than themselves, and that is their children. I recall that
several years ago, we would see in the newspaPers a pic-
ture of a Buddhist who after dousing himself with Saso-
line, would strike a match to his body and be burned
alive. This was not too infrequent in those days, but as I
recall, I never saw a Buddhist - or anyone else - doing
that to their children. Now, this is the point that got to Al-
bert Warren - and to me! What type of proof do you
think it would have taken for those early Christian
women to have given up their infant sons and daughters
to a massacre that could have been prevented by a sim-
ple statement from their lips denying Christ? It is abso-

lutely evident that they would have to have more than
the possibility of a delusion, hallucination, or mental
mechanism at work. They would have to have SEEN
HIM!

The point of the resurrection of Jesus cannot be over
emphasized! That really is THE difference between true
Bible Christianity and all other forms of religion. The
Buddhists admit that Buddha is dead. Moslems accept



Eirth ond New Birth

the fact that Mohammed is dead. Confucianists ac-
knowledge that Confucius is deceased. Do you know
why? It is simply too easy to tell if a person is really alive
or not!

The Bible tells us, "For I delivered into you first of all
that which I also received, how that Christ died for our
sins according to the scriptures; and that he was buried,
and that he rose again the third day according to the
scriptures: and that he was seen of Cephas, then of the
twelve, after that, he was seen of about five hundred
brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto
this present, but some are fallen asleep." (1 Corinthians
1,5:3-6). Dear reader, let that point sink in - over 500
men saw Jesus Christ alive at one time after his resurrec-
tion. If one person ran up to you, and told you that a
dead man had come alive, and was downtown in your
city walking around, you'd probably think he was uazy.
If two or three more ran up and told you the same thing,
you'd begin to wonder what in the world really was go-
ing on. However, if over 500 men told you they had seen
a dead man now alive and walking and talking,I believe
that if you were intellectually honest ,you'd decide to go
and check that thing out for yourself!

Warren told me that after he had heard these five
points, he realized that he had never before heard the
gospel presented in a manner that he could really accept
with his intellect. Albert Warren then went into his
room, got down on his knees and prayed something like
this, "God, I don't know if there is a God. Jesus, I don't
know if there is a ]esus. But, Lord Jesus, if you are real,
and you are the only way to Heaven, I want to know it.
Come into my life, and I want to see some action!" After
that prayer, Albert Warren had changed from a total
atheist into a wonderful, devoted Christian Bible
teacher. After hearing that story, I also realized that I had
never heard the gospel presented in such a manner that I
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could readily accept it with my intellect. I had heard sto-
ries in Sunday school of Daniel in the lion's den, of Jonah
and the whale, and the like, but I simply had never heard
the gospel presented with such absolute logic that my
mind could not refute the reasoning. You see, dear
reader, physicians and scientists are trained not to accept
anything they cannot prove with their five senses or can-
not accept intellectually by reason. Their entire educa-
tion prepares them for operating by sight, and not by
faith. That is why I am trying to recount in this book, ex-

periences that have made an impact on me as they may
be able to communicate to someone with a similar bent
of mind.

That particular Sunday we had an old visiting
preacher from North Carolina in our church. After the
sermon, he gave an invitation for anyone who wanted to
rededicate their life to the Lord Jesus Christ to come for-
ward and do so. I thought in my mind, "That is what I
ought to do!" Miami was getting rough, even in those

days, although far less in crime and drugs than is now
the case.I went forward and prayed a little Prayer in my
heart. I don't know the exact words, but the intent and
meaning was something like this, "Dear God, I want to
rededicate my life to the Lord Jesus Christ' I want to
know the truth. Lord Jesus, if you are the only way to
Heaven, and you really are the truth, simply take over
my life. I don't care what others believe - I want to
know only the truth. God, as honestly as I know how,I
am rededicating my life to the Lord Jesus Christ to be not
only my Saviour but my Lord!"

Folks, that is when my life began to change. I didn't
hear a bugle blow - didn't see a lightning bolt go by -
but from that moment on, in November t963, my life be-
gan to change. The very first thing that I can recall that I
noted different was in the locker room at Palmetto Golf
Course. A short time after that prayer, whenever I'd go
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into the men's locker room at the golf course, all I could
hear would be men cursing, swearing, telling dirty jokes,
and taking the Lord's name in vain. I simply wanted to
get out of there! Now, I don't believe that the locker room
conversation changed after my prayer, but I think the ears
that heard that conversation surely were different!

The very next year, I went back to our Academy
meeting in Chicago, and again attended the Christian
Medical Society supper. After it was over, a physician
walked up to me and asked me, "What are you doing
here?" I looked at him somewhat incredulously, and he
continued, "I took the Lancaster Course under you in
Maine two summers ago, and you were the most pro-
fane instructor I had ever seen in my life. Why, you
couldn't say a sentence without at least two four letter
words in it!" I asked, "Who are you talking about, rrre?"
He said, "Yes, YOU!" Now, folks, I didn't go around
cursing and swearing and blaspheming on purpose. In
fact, I didn't even know that I talked like that. After
Christ came into my heart, and I was born again, I also
didn't even know that He had changed my conversa-
tion. I simply began to realize that2 Corinthians 5:17 is
quite true, "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed awaf) behold, all things
are become new." I can truly understand now that I was
born again that Sunday morning in November 7963.I
had never really understood what the term being "born
agairr" meant before. The reason is quite obvious. I had
NOT been "born again". This point is so important I can-
not adequately describe it. All my life before, if you had
asked me, do you believe in God? I would have said yes.
Do you believe in Christ? I would have said yes. Do you
believe the Bible? I would have said yer. But, d"ut
reader, I only had Jesus in my head - not in my heart.
Someone has said that the 18 inches from your head to
your heart is the longest distance on earth. Even though
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I had taught Sunday school for over ten years, and be-
lieved in God, Christ and the Bible intellectually, I am
now absolutely convinced - beyond any shadow of
doubt - that if I had died before November 'l'963 that I
would have gone straight to hell. In fact, I might have
been one of the most surprised persons there upon my
arrival!

There has been much recent discussion about the
words "being born again." Let us look at what the Bible
has to say about this inJohn, chapter 3. "There was a man
of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.
The same came to Jesus by might, and said unto him,
Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God;
for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except
God be with him. jesus answered and said unto him,
verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." Let that sink
into your mind, dear reader. Unless you are born again,
you cannot even see the kingdom of God, much less en-
ter into it! Jesus later concluded his comments to the
learned intellectual Jewish leader with these classic
words, "For God so loved the world, that He gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent
not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but
that the world through Him might be saved." John the
Baptist finished the third chapter of John with this very
strong statement ,"He that believeth on the Son hath ev-
erlasting life; and he that believeth not the Son shall not
see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him."

Dear reader, all that I can say is that I know that I was
born again or saved in the fall of 7963. My life has
changed radically in every area, and in every dimension
since. More than 44 years later, I can truthfully say that
the Lord Jesus Christ means more to me every day now
than He did before. The man who lived inside my body
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the first 34years of my life has died, the one who lives in-
side me now is a totally different creature. He has differ-
ent tastes, different friends, different pleasures, different
everything. Oh, please don't misconstrue what I am say-
ing. I am not saying that I am a goody-goody or that I am
a holier-than-thou person. God forbid! I am simply say-
ing that all my righteousnesses are as filthy rags, but that
through the grace of God by faith in our Lord Jesus
Christ,I now have the righteousness of Christ imputed
to my account. I know and feel and believe that all my
sins have been washed away. My testimonv reallv is no
different than multitudes of born again Christians for
the past two thousand years. God is in the life changing
business still todav.

How about you, dear reader? Are you fed up with
trying to carry and cover up a load of guilt, sin, condem-
nation? I want to ask you one simple question and ask
you to answer it in the quiet honesty of your heart. If you
had a massive myocardial infarction and dropped dead
at this instant, do you really know where you would
spend eternity? If you suffer a ruptured basilar artery an-
eurysm in your cranial cavity one minute from now, are
you really sure where you will go? If you are not really
sure you will go to Heaven, you can be - within the next
minute. Simply bow your head, and say a silent prayer,
"God,I'm sorry for my sins. I want the Lord Jesus Christ
to come into my heart, to forgive me of all my sins, and to
give me eternal life. I want to know that I am saved, and
that I am going to Heaven." lf youare sincere when you
prayed that prayer, then you are NOW SAVED! How
can you be sure? You do NOT go on feelings, but you go
on the Bible, which is the word of God. 1 John 5:13 tells
us, "These things that I have written unto you that be-
lieve on the name of the Son of God; that ye may KNOW
that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the
name of the Son of God." Read thit again slowly, please
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- these things were written to believers on Christ Jesus
in order that they might KNOW (not guess, hope, or
speculate) that they have eternal life. The next thing you
should do after praying that prayer is to tell someone
about your decision. Romans 10:9 tells us, "That if thou
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt
believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the
dead, thou shalt be saved." Note there are two parts
here. You must confess with your mouth, and must be-

lieve in your heart. I think that is one of the reasons that
many, many church members simply have not been
saved at all. They may believe in their heart, but never
have confessed Jesus as Lord with their mouth. Con-
versely, others may confess Jesus as Lord with their
mouth, but never really believed on him in their hearts.

It simply requires both. It has nothing to do with works,
nothing to do with being good, nothing to do with try-
ing, it is accepting the fact that the Lord Jesus Christ died
for us at Calvary, and may the Lord grant you the grace

to pray that prayer right now. I pray that you will, and
would love for you to write me and tell me of your deci-
sion, so that my wife and I can pray for you, too. You can
write me at this address: j.L. Smith, M.D.,9820 S.W. 62nd
Court, Miami, Florida 33156, U.S.A.

Before concluding this chapter, however, I want to
add the following. You may be a jewish person reading
this chapter. You may be saying in your heart, "Why, I'm
a Jew. I cannot accept Jesus. If I did that, I wouldn't be a

Jew anymore. What would my family and my friends
think? I was born a Jew and I want to die a Jew." My
friend, that is a lie of the devil! Many, many of my pa-
tients were Jewish, and God has given me a special love
for all Jews in my heart. I have found the best way to dis-
cuss the matter with one of my jewish friends or Pa-
tients.I simply askyou the same questions I asked them.
Do you believe in God? Do you believe in the God of
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Abraham, Isaac and jacob? Most of them reply yes, al-
though not all. To those jews, however, who really be-
lieve in the Holy One of Israel, I would encourage you to
pray sincerely to Jehovah God, the one true and living
God, the Holy One of Israel, and ask Him to show you in
your heart the truth about Jesus. You see there really are
only two possibilities about Jesus Christ - either He is
the Messiah of Israel, or he is not the Messiah of Israel.
From your point of view, you understand that any man
can be wrong. I can be wrong. Billy Graham can be
wrong. The rabbi can be wrong. But, God cannot be
wrong! Therefore,if you sincerely pray to the God of Is-
rael, and pray something like this, "God,I am a Jew. I be-
lieve in you, the God of Israel, as the one and only true
living God. God, I want to know the truth about Iesus. If
Jesus is not the Messiah of Israel,I do not want him in my
heart. But if Jesus really is the Messiah of Israel, I want
him to come into my heart, forgive me of my sins, and
give me some peace and purpose in my life. I thank you
now, dear God, for showing me the truth. Amen." I be-
lieve that is the only intellectually honest prayer I could
pray, if I were a Jew. I would simply ask the Lord God je-
hovah, Elohim, the Holy One of Israel, to work in my life
and to show me in my experience the truth aboutJesus. I
would then wait for God to make it real in my experi-
ence. That way, I wouldn't be pleasing man, I wouldn't
be praying something I couldn't accept, but would sim-
ply turn the matter over to the living God. He is quite ca-
pable of showing you the answer! He will work in your
circumstances, in your family, in your life, in your heart,
to bring you the true answer, and I'll leave that with him!
God bless you.
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TT
.t-laving discussed in the previous chapter the new
birth process, or the spiritual process whereby one is en-
abled to enter the family of God by faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ, it would appear reasonable at this point to make a
biblical and medical comparison of two birth processes

- the spiritual new birth, and the physical birth process
in man. The nonprofessional reader may want to skip
this chapter. Since the Lord Jesus Christ said, "Marvel
not that I said unto thee, ye must be born agairt" (Iohn
3:7), and the Bible makes this point absolutely clear as

the basis for entry into the Kingdom of God, "Beingborn
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by
the word of God, which liveth and abideth forever" (1

Peter 1:23), the thought occurred to me several years
ago, that there must be more to the comparison of these
two birth processes than first meets the eye. Since Cod is
the author of life and the author of all truth, and indeed,
the Lord Jesus said (John 74:6), "Jesus saith unto him, I



A Physician's Foith

am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto
the Father but by me," then the subject should hold up
under the most careful scientific medical scrutiny. In
other words, as the Reverend Morris Cerullo, noted He-
brew Christian Evangelist, says repeatedly, " All truth is
parallel" - therefore, it would appear to be sound logic
that, if the Lord Himself compared spiritual birth to
physical birth, then there should be profound truths
available in looking into this comparison further, and in-
deed, the two processes should be exactly parallel in a

perfect manner. Since the author is an ophthalmologist,
he chose the title of this chapter, "An Ophthalmological
View of Obstetrics", as the title for a lecture on this com-
parison which was presented to a medical audience in
Atlanta, Georgia around 1967. This lecture, which in-
cluded reading portions of the third chapter of the gos-
pel of john, was not received by those present, generally
speaking, but God is faithful, and a young physician
present later wrote that the lecture had been important
in his committing his life to the Lord Jesus Christ. A brief
summary of the lecture was submitted to a medical jour-
nal at that time, but was rejected for publication, and
therefore the material in this chapter is an overview of
this comparison as the Holy Spirit brings it back to my
memory nearly fifteen years later or around 1982 at the
time the first edition of this book was done. I do not re-
call having seen these points in print otherwise but the
similarities between the two processes are so over-
whelming and convincing on careful scrutiny that it
would appear prudent to include them at this point, as
this will help the reader to see the absolute inerrant accu-
racy of the Bible, at least in this particular point.

The points of comparison will be briefly discussed,
first with regard to the normal process of gestation and
delivery, and then with consideration of abnormalities
and pathologic processes that can complicate pregnancy.
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It should be said at the outset that this should by no
means be considered to be an exhaustive treatment of this
subject, but simply sufficiently detailed to enable the
reader who might be both a Christian and an obstetrician
to go much further into the subject and to develop it to
much greater degree than can the author. So much for
presenting the thesis, let us now proceed to make the
comparisons.

1) For any birth process to occur, there must be two
parents ... a father and a mother. To state that the female
ovum mustbe fertilizedby the male seed requires no fur-
ther comment. However, a spiritual comparison here is
interesting. God can elect to act independently in a sov-
ereign manner, but the interesting fact is that He has
committed Himself to work through His body of believ-
ers on earth, i.e. the church. As someone has wisely said,
"Without Him, we cannot; without us, God will not,"
Therefore, the spiritual analogy is a reasonable one. God,
our Heavenly Father, works in intimate collaboration
with a believer on earth (who might be called the witness
or the "mother" of a new believer) to bring a new spiri-
tual life into being. It is this cooperation between God
and a believer that produces life anew on earth, spiritu-
ally speaking.

2) At delivery, usually only the mother is seen in
physical presence, but the father, although not necessar-
ily present, is totally involved and emotionally commit-
ted throughout the entire process, because of his love for
his wife. Again, when a new soul is born into the king-
dom of God, the physical presence only of the witness or
the "mother" who has been bringing a child to life in God
may be the only one really seen in the presence of the
newborn believer. However, our Heavenly Father has
the depths of His heart totally involved with every birth
pain and every step of the process.
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3)Wisdom and experience have shown that the birth
process is best and most safely performed when a helper
(obstetrician or midwife) is in attendance. Although a

physical birth can occur without such an attendant, ma-
ternal and infant mortality rates are both much higher
under such circumstances. Spiritually, one might com-
pare the presence of an attending obstetrician with the
drawing near of the Holy Spirit in a spiritual new birth.
The Holy Spirit is the believer's counselor, comforter,
and is One who draws alongside to help (or, Paraclete in
Greek). The ministry of the Holy Spirit in bringing a new
believer in Jesus Christ into this world might by aptly
compared to an obstetrician who seeks to encourage the
laboring mother, to relieve her distressful birth pains,
and who stands by to aid and succor the entire birth pro-
cess in any possible way and to intervene when and as
necessary when complications may appear.

4) A baby has no knowledge whatever of the
mother's travail. Just as a newborn human infant has no
cognizance whatever that his or her physical mother had
been increasingly involved and committed to this pro-
cess for the preceding ten lunar months, so many, many
times when a persons receives the plan of salvation
shared by a human instrument (the spiritual "mother" in
this case), the new believer is usually totally unaware of
the fact that the Christian has been praying and inter-
ceding for them for months and months, and at times,
for years before the culmination of the process.

5) The birth process is painful and often dangerous to
the mother. Although everyone is only too aware of the
maternal travail in labor pains, the newborn infant has
no concept of the price that has been paid by his mother
in bringing him into this life. She has paid a price of total
emotional and physical commitment that not only en-
tails personal suffering, but at times may cost her her life.
Although maternal mortality rates are quite low in the
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advanced countries, they still obviously exist. However,
a more dramatic comparison might be made to the fact
that if a Christian leads a Moslem to a saving faith in the
Lord jesus Christ in Afghanistan, for example, the family
members often consider it a high honor to put both to
death. This is thought to be honoring to Allah, to put the
"infidel" to death. Likewise, in Albania, it was unlawful
to even give one's own child a Christian name, and tre-
mendous opposition to any Christian believer exists. I
have been told that if one is caught with even a few
Scriptures in his pocket or on his personal being in Alba-
nia, that this is a death sentence. Everyone is aware of
the tremendous persecution that the believers have been
exposed to in Russia and in China in the past major part
of this century, and yet these people gladly continue to
be spiritual "mothers", even at the cost of their own life.
Likewise, the Bible tells us an apt comparison to this in
John L6:2L, "A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow,
because her hour is come: but as soon as she is delivered
of the child, she remembereth no more the anguish, for
joy that a man is born into the world."

6) A newborn child doesn't know it at all, but a family
relationship is already immediately established at the
moment of birth. Just as a newborn child has no knowl-
edge of the fact that he or she may have not only two
parents, but five or six or more brothers and sisters, so
the newborn Christian believer really has no concept of
the fact that-from the moment they put their faith in
Christ, a true family relationship is established beyond
their ability to imagine it. This is one of the greatest and
most precious facts about being a born again believer in
the Lord. One can go into any town or city on the globe
and in truly a miraculous way, within a short period of
time, other believers will come into their life. The story is
told of two lonely strangers walking through a park in
Paris years ago on a Sunday afternoon. One was a black
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man from Africa, and the other a yellow man from the
Orient. Both were far away from home, did not speak
the local tongue, and were lonely. They both sat down to
rest on a park bench, and after a few minutes they
looked at each other in the face. Some response in their
eyes led one to exclaim "Hallelujah!" and the other im-
mediately clasped him in a tremendous hug also ex-
claiming "Hallelujah!" with tears of joy. You see, the
family of God knows no racial or geographical limits and
the word "Hallelujah" is the same in all languages. So the
family relationship with God's people exists all over the
world the instant a newborn spiritual babe comes to life
through Jesus Christ.

7) Multiple births at the same time are rare but do oc-
cur. I was taught in medical school that twin births occur
in 1 of T9livebirths in man, and that triplets occurred in 1

of 792 - quadruplets in 1. of 793 - and so on. This has a
direct spiritual comparison. Usually only one member of
a family is born again at one time. However, on reason-
ably rare occasions, a husband and wife both come to
Christ on the same night. Indeed, while writing this
chapter my wife and I had fellowship today with a fam-
ily in which the father, mother, and a daughter all were
saved at the same church service. Spiritual "triplets" are
rare, but do occur, and this family from Litchfield Beach,
South Carolina can attest to that!

8) The newborn child cannot survive without parents

- a state of total dependency exists. Just as would be the
case if a newborn manchild were tossed aside shortly af-
ter birth, that death would promptly occur since the in-
fant is totally incapable of providing its own necessities
of life, so the spiritual parallel is quite strong. The new-
born infant is in a state of great dependency upon the
mother. So the newborn believer must maintain a very
close, intimate relationship with the Christian who led
them to Christ. They must provide daily love, food, milk,
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sustenance, protection, and cover for quite some time in
order for the child to grow sufficiently so as to be able to
even survive on its own. So the Bible tells us (l.Peter2:2),
"As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the Word,
that ye may grow thereby." So the newborn believer
must have a regular and sustaining diet of the milk of
God's word (the Bible) in order to be able to make it in
this old world. Another appropriate scripture in this re-
gard is Hebrews 5:'1.2-74, "For when for the time ye ought
to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again
which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and
are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong
meat. For everyone that useth milk is unskillful in the
word of righteousness; for he is a babe. But strong meat
belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by
reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both
good and evil."

9) The first delivery is the most difficult for the
mother, but succeeding deliveries become easier and the
labor becomes shorter. This has a good analogy as will be
evident to those who have been successfully used of God
in evangelism. It is the usual Christian experience that
when one seeks to lead another person to the Lord Jesus
Christ, very often the first person that one witnesses to is
the most difficult decision that one can make. However,
when one has had the great joy of leading another perso-
n to new birth in Christ Jesus, and has gained a measure
of experience and maturity in the process, so the human
believer often finds the process much easier and shorter
as it is repeated. I can recall a family in my home town of
15 children and it must be evident that the delivery of the
last few children by that mother certainly followed
shorter labors than did the first one or two in that family!

10) The mother's milk is the newborn's best food.
However, it is lacking in iron, so that if continued indef-
initely, after many months a state of iron deficiency



42 A Physician's Foith

anemia/ requiring other sources of intake, will set in in
the young child. The spiritual parallel is obvious. The
new believer can receive the best spiritual sustenance
from the one who led that person to Jesus. However, as
the believer grows in God's word and begins to mature,
he or she will get a larger vision of the total worldwide
body of Christ and will come to appreciate the fact that
other believers have much to contribute to their spiri-
tual growth. If ababy is not weaned at some point, an
obvious tragedy will exist in the family.

Now let us look at a few of the complications of preg-
nancy and their spiritual counterparts.

11) The highest incidence of spontaneous abortion
occurs early in pregnancy. That is to say, the incidence of
fetal wastage is much higher in the first trimester than in
the later stages of gestation. As we have compared the
travail of the intercessor in prayer and standing before
God lifting up the name of a particular person who is
outside of Christ to the gestation stage of pregnancy pre-
ceding the birth, so it appears that those individuals for
whom committed prayer has been made continually, of-
ten for years and years, more often come into a newborn
relationship and commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ,
than those for whom perhaps only a few fleeting prayers
have been made. That is not to say that God does not
hear even a single prayer for the salvation of a soul, for it
is not the Father's will that any should perish but that all
should come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9), however, we
must remember that there is a very real adversary to the
kingdom of God, and it is the continued effective and
fervent prayers of the intercessor that can throw back Sa-
tanic principalities, and powers, and demonic forces that
would operate in the life of the unbeliever that must be
steadfastly opposed. The longer the period of prayer, the
more effective and safe the spiritual delivery. The less in-
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tercession, the more likely the enemy is to snatch a soul
away from knowing the true grace of God in salvation.

1,2) Anotable complication rate often follows external
methods of forced delivery, termed "accouchement
force." Thus, if the mother stays in prolonged labor with-
out effective delivery, there are times when the obstetri-
cian may feel, for various medical indications including
fetal distress and the like, that the pregnancy must be
terminated by such means as mid-forceps extraction, or
other routes, as Cesarean section. Risk primarily to the
fetus and also to the mother, to a lesser degree, may ac-

company such efforts. The spiritual parallel is obvious.
"To every thing there is a season, and a time to every
purpose under the heaven: a time to be born, and a time
to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which
is planted ..." the Bible tells us (Ecclesiastes3:1-2). As the
human "witness" is exerting every possible effort to
bring a newborn babe into a true salvation experience
and birth in Christ Jesus, there may be obvious difficul-
ties, pains, and resistance encountered. If someone oth-
erwise well intentioned intervenes externally in such a
situation, a high spiritual risk is involved. Another per-
son may interject comments into the conversation that
may simply completely "turn off" the one who previ-
ously had been under conviction and a spiritual casu-
alty may result from that encounter. "In your patience
possess ye your souls" (Luke 2l:19) and this is particu-
larly important to the one who is trying to be effective
in personal evangelism, and must maintain a true heart
of love to the one who would be led to the Saviour.

L3) Labor may be so prolonged and difficult that a

stage of uterine inertia or uterine failure may set in.
This simply points out that the witness may become
exhausted with evangelistic and intercessory efforts
and may have to retreat for a time of rest and spiritual
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refreshing, before a more effective effort can bring the
unbeliever to the new birth in Christ.

14) Perhaps the spiritual opposite example to " ac-
couchement force" would be the rare occurrence of a
lithopedion. This is an example of a retained pregnancy
which never culminated in delivery and the uterus now
simply contains a mass which is a calcified fetus. This
would be the opposite example where one simply de-
layed so many years after the person was ready to receive
Christ, that the intercessory efforts and evangelistic ef-
forts never were brought to effective fruition and the can-
didate for God's kingdom was never really brought to the
point of decision. The importance of timing is of critical
importance in the Christian life. One must be led by the
Holy Spirit to know when to speak to a person effectively
about Christ Jesus. If this is done prematurely and in the
wrong manner, spiritual harm will result. If done too late,
the result will be obvious. Another soul will be lost to go
out to a Christless eternity, an eternal tragedy of such
magnitude that words cannot describe it.

One can go on and on with these examples. Braxton
Hicks contractions, false labor, pseudocyesis, abruptio
placenta, placenta praevia, toxemia of pregnancy,
polyhydramnios, ectopic pregnancy, all have direct spir-
itual counterparts. Perhaps one of life's greatest trage-
dies is that of a barren mother who desperately desires
children. Likewise one who truly loves the Lord Jesus
Christ desires to share this with his or her friends or
loved ones more than perhaps anything else in life, and
the fear of man, the pride of life, and many, many other
things can so hinder and bind the Christian from simply
sharing their faith with others that they never personally
experience the wonder and joy of leading another one to
a saving knowledge and the experience of meeting the
Lord Jesus Christ. It is hoped that these few examples
will prompt the medical reader to make a more exacting
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study of this subject and I would appreciate hearing
from those to whom the Lord give greater revelation in
the matter and of the examples that God shows them.
The point is simply made - when the Author of life
compared the new birth process of salvation to the birth
process of a human infant, He obviously knew every-
thing about the matter and made no random compari-
son, but picked the perfect example that will only be of
greater impact when one continues to scrutinize the sub-
ject. Perhaps the comparison of the advent of electron
microscopy might be helpful. As man can now explore
more and more minute areas of the microcosm, it is be-
coming more and more evident that the secrets hidden
there are really quite as miraculous as those great vistas
of open space in the heavenly bodies that are still out
beyond the known galaxies. Great is the Lord our God!
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I he author received the new birth or was born again or

saved by faith in Christ Jesus in 1963. Fortunately, the
Lord was quite gracious in that my wife and I both began
to grow in our faith at a very similar rate. In October 7969,
my wife and I both received another wonderful blessing
from God on the same night. That is the subject of this
chapter, and after simply relating our experience in this
regard, and what it has meant to us subsequently, some
pertinent scriptures on the subject will be reviewed. After
all, if one can defend his position by using the Bible, it can
be readily accepted by a believer, whereas if one's belief is
contrary to scripfure, it cannot be accepted at all by a true
Christian. This position will graduallybecome clearer and
clearer to the reader who has as yet not had a personal ex-
perience in the absolute reliability and infallibility of the
word of God. One may ask, how can I get faith in the Bible
as the word of God? The best way I know is to honestly
read the Bible yourself and to study it with an open mind.
Romans 1.0:17 tells us, "So then faith cometh by hearing,
and hearing by the word of God." This is one reason why
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scripture is used extensively in this book for the sole pur-
pose of the book is to help professionals and intellectuals
to honestly investigate for themselves what the Bible has
to say and to determine how it relates to their own perso-
nal lives today.

One night in October 7969, my wife and I were in-
vited by Dr. Thomas C. Jones, a dentist friend in Miami,
to a Christian supper meeting. It so happens that this
was the first Full Gospel Business Men's meeting that we
had ever attended. The speaker that evening was Rev.
Orville Swindoll, a missionary in Argentina. He told of
wonderful things that were happening in Argentina, of
miracles, healings, and deliverances. Rev. Swindoll told
of things that I had read about in the Bible but had not re-
ally personally seen or experienced at all. The feelingbe-
gan to come over me during that meeting that Rev.
Swindoll had something that made him different, virtu-
ally the exact feeling that I felt in Chicago in1963 when
Dr. Jack Cooper had first witnessed to me about Christ
Jesus. After the meeting, we invited Rev. Swindoll to
come to our home, along with Dr. and Mrs. Jones and a

few other friends who attended. Rev. Swindoll had spo-
ken about the baptism in the Holy Spirit as evidenced by
speaking in other tongues and I wanted to learn more
about this and to be able to get clarification and amplifi-
cation on the matter. It is fair to say that in the church we
had attended, I had heard nothing about the matter -pro or con. I was not prejudiced against the baptism in
the Holy Spirit, but simply knew nothing about the ex-
perience, although I had indeed read the book of Acts
before.

Rev. Swindoll gave a few simple comparisons that
evening which have stuck in my mind ever since. He
pointed out that when we fast, we crucify the flesh - by
denying it the number one thing it wants, physical grati-
fication. Likewise, when we speakin tongues, we crucify
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the intelligence - that is to say, we are willing to put
aside all our education, eloquence, experience and the
like, and to trust by simple faith that if we make a few
simple sounds we really cannot understand at all, that
the Holy Spirit of God can make those a more effective
prayer than we can with all our board certification, ad-
vanced degrees and the like. Another example he gave
was a beautiful one - i.e., a mother can pick up a small
infant, look at the baby, and say "cootchey, cootchey,
cootchey!" Do you know what happens? The baby im-
mediately breaks into a nice, big, fat smile! The point is
that although the baby doesn't understand the words of
baby talk, the message of love comes across immediately
loud and clear! So, if one will simply humble himself be-
fore God, and declare that he or she is willing to speak a
little baby talk as it were, the Holy Spirit can actually
move on those words by faith and pray more effective
prayers than we can with all our years of use of the na-
tive tongue. That night, hands were laid on my wife and
me, and we both spoke a few words in tongues after ask-
ing the Lord Jesus to baptize us with the Holy Spirit.

After that experience,I really didn't feel particularly
different at all. I began to study the matter in the scrip-
tures and having convinced myself that this was a valid
Bible experience,I determined to pray in tongues in my
car on the way to work every day. I would not let the
devil rob me by doubt and unbelief, and therefore sim-
ply softly prayed in other tongues for about 5-10 min-
utes every day for the next three weeks. Within less
than ten days, all doubt disappeared. The language, be-
fore halting and hesitating, became progressively more
fluent and I have continued to try and remember to
pray in other tongues every day of my life since. The re-
sult has been that I have come to love the Lord Jesus
Christ even more than before, the Bible became like a
new book to me and I love it even more than before -
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and I am convinced that the reason there is so much op-
position to the baptism in the Holy Spirit and speaking
in tongues is that it truly does what the Bible says it does

- it gives one a new measure of power in the spiritual
domain that simply was not present before. Acts 1:8
tells us, "But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you, and ye shall be witnesses unto
me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria,
and unto the uttermost part of the earth." This experi-
ence may be particularly difficult for a professional in-
tellectual who has been trained totally by humanistic
approaches. However, it is biblically sound, and is glori-
ously valid and true and I can think of no greater asset
in my personal life and walk with the Lord Jesus Christ.
I commend it to the reader with all my heart. I think it is
essential in going on in certain matters with the Lord.
The three foundation stones in the Christian life are -the new birth, water baptism by immersion, and bap-
tism in the Holy Spirit as evidenced by speaking in
other tongues - and these are all very, very important.
There are many other very needful experiences and
things to learn in this wonderful walk with the Lord Je-
sus - including prayer, intercession, tithing, fasting,
spiritual warfare, deliverance and the like. The baptism
in the Holy Spirit is critically important in helping the
believer to press into each of these realms of the ki.g-
dom of God. Before considering some of these subse-
quent steps individually, we will look at the pertinent
scriptures about the baptism in the Holy Spirit in the
next chapter.
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I he baptism in the Holy Spirit as evidenced by speaking
in other tongues has been moving across the body of
Christ on a worldwide scale in recent years. It has encoun-
tered enthusiastic acceptance by many believers, but ve-
hement rejection by others. Therefore, to the born again
Christian, the true answer must come from searching the
scriptures about this doctrine. There is no other authori-
tative source for an opinion, for all scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for re-
proof, for correction, and for instruction in righteousness
(2 Timothy 3:1.6). The opinions of learned men and theo-
logical scholars cannot be relied upon, for God has cho-
sen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise,
and because the foolishness of God is wiser than men
and the weakness of God is stronger than men (1 Corin-
thians 1:25-27). The majority opinion is not necessarily
correct, for, yea,let God be true, but every man a liar
(Romans 3:4). The final answer can therefore come only
to this question: What saith the scriptures? This chapter
will review the biblical encounters that the apostles of
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our LordJesus Christ had with the Holy Spirit, the third
person of the Godhead, our precious Paraclete and
Comforter.

If one looks at the biblical record closely, it will be
seen that a careful time table has been kept, and is true
with all scripture, for a purpose. The detailed chronol-
ogy is essential to comprehend if one is to properly un-
derstand this matter. The first encounter between the
disciples and the Holy Spirit recorded in the New Testa-
ment is in the 20th chapter of the gospel of John. John
20:1 establishes the specific day beyond question, "The
first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early,
when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the
stone taken away from the sepulchre." It is evident from
the following few verses that this was on resurrection
morning. John 20:19 then tells us, "Then the same day at
evening, being the first day ofthe week, when the doors
were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of
the Jews, came jesus and stood in the midst, and saith
unto them, 'Peace be unto yort."' Three verses later

fiohn 20:22), an extremely important event is recorded.
"And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and
saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost." Therefore,
john 20:1, 1.9-22 establishes incontrovertibly that the dis-
ciples received the Holy Spirit on resurrection evening.
The importance of the Lord Jesus breathing on the disci-
ples that night cannot be overemphasized, for the Greek
word for Spirit is "pneuma", which refers to a breath or
spirit. This is the root from which we get the words
"penumonia" and "pneumatic". One recalls from the
Genesis account of creation, Genesis 2:7,"And the Lord
God formed man of the dust of the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man be-
came a living soul."

Looking back earlier in the same week of the Bible re-
cord of the life of Christ. one can understand the interest-
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ing conversation between the Lord Jesus and the apostle
Peter recorded in Luke 22:3L-34. "And the Lord said, Si-
mon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that
he may sift you as wheat; but I have prayed for thee, that
thy faith fail no| and when thou art converted,
strengthen thy brethren."

"And he said unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with
thee, both into prison, and to death, And he said, I tell
thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this day, before that
thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me." This dia-
logue in the book of Luke took place on the very evening
in which Jesus was betrayed in the garden. Note that the
Lord told Peter, "... when thou are converted." Does this
mean that after three years of constant ministry and liv-
ing closely with the Lord Jesus Christ, that at that point
in time the apostle Peter was not converted? Or, does
perhaps the word translated "converted" have some al-
ternative meaning? If one looks up the word translated
"converted" in Luke 22:32, it is seen that the exact same
word is so translated in Acts 3:19, "Repent ye, therefore,
and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out,
when the times of refreshing shall come from the pres-
ence of the Lord." There is no question to the believer as

to the context of the word "converted" in that verse. This
refers to the born-again experience, to the salvation of
one's soul. It is, therefore, scripturally evident that Peter
was not converted on the evening of betrayal. It is like-
wise established that the apostles did not receive the
Holy Spirit until on resurrection evening.

However, if one reads the first few verses in Acts,
Chapter L, the last recorded words of our Lord jesus
Christ before His ascension are recorded. The last state-
ment of any person who is departing is obviously wor-
thy of very careful consideration. Look at Acts '1.:3, "To
whom also he showed himself alive after his passion by
many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days,
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and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of
God." This establishes the fact that Jesus remained on
this earth for 40 days after the resurrection evenino
expereience recorded in John 20.'22.

Now notice Acts 1:4, "And being assembled together
with them, commanded them that they should not de-
part from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Fa-
ther, which, saith he, ye have heard of me." Notice that
this was a two stage command. The believers were (1)
not to depart from town, and (2) were to wait for the
promise of the Father. Also notice that Jesus did not ad-
vise his followers to do these things but commanded
them. The next verse tells us what the promise of the Fa-
ther was, "For John truly baptized with water; but ye
shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days
hence." To make it crystal clear that another experience
or encounter with the Holy Spirit would be forthcoming,
fesus stated in Acts 1:8, "But ye shall receive power, after
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you, and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea,
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the
earth." " Artd, when he had spoken these things, while
they beheld, he was taken rtp ..." It is thus seen that al-
though the apostles had received the Holy Ghost on res-
urrection evening (John 20:22), that they had not as yet
received the power, for the Lord Jesus commanded
them to remain in ]erusalem and to wait for the promise
of the Father, the baptism in the Holy Ghost.

Ten days later, or fifty days after the Passover, the
day of Pentecost arrived. Acts 2:'1,-4 tells us, "And when
the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with
one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a

sound from heaven as a rushing mighty wind, and it
filled all the house where they were sitting. And there
appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it
sat upon each of them, And they were all filled with the
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Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as
the Spirit gave them utterance." The results of this super-
natural visitation should be noted. Acts 2:12,13, " And
they were all amazed and were in doubt, saying one to
another, What meaneth this? Others mocking said, these
men are full of new wine." It should be noted that this re-
action of the observers to Pentecost is important. If two
persons are in a room, one of whom understood not only
English but also Russian, and the other person suddenly
began to speak in Russian, there would be no unusual re-
action, for the meaning of the conversation would be ap-
parent to both parties. However, if one individual began
to speak in Russian before an individual who had abso-
lutely no knowledge of that language, the entire spoken
message would appear to be totally incomprehensible,
and one can easily imagine that the person making such
sounds might be considered intoxicated. This is to say
that if one understands the language being spoken,
there would be no suggestion that the speaker was ine-
briated. The accusation that the speakers were drunk is
evidence that some individuals present could not under-
stand that which was being spoken, and hence their sug-
gested explanation for the phenomenon they observed.
The apostle Peter himself interpreted the event in Acts
2:75,"For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it
is but the third hour of the day. But this is that which was
spoken by the prophet Joel; and it shall come to pass in
the last days, saith God,I will pour out of my Spirit upon
all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall proph-
esy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old
men shall dream dreams. And on my servants and on
my hand-maidens I will pour out in those days of my
Spirit; and they shall prophesy; and I will shew wonders
in the heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath;
blood, fire, and vapour of smoke; the sun shallbe turned
into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great
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and notable day of the Lord come; and it shall come to
pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord
shall be saved." (Acts 2:15-21). The Bible record is there-
fore definite in the factual description that as the disci-
ples received the promise of the Father - the baptism in
the Holy Spirit - that this was accompanied by speak-
ing in other tongues as the Holy Spirit gave them utter-
ance. In looking at the subsequent chronology, however,
Acts 4:31 is of great importance. "And when they prayed,
the place was shaken where they were assembled to-
gether, and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and
they spake the word of God with boldness." The record
is clear that these were the same men who had been
present at Pentecost in Acts chapter 2.We see, therefore,
that the apostles received the Holy Spirit on resurrection
night - were baptized in the Holy Spirit on the day of
Pentecost- and were filled with the Holy Spirit at a sub-
sequent later date. Each of these events was separate and
distinct and was carefully dated by the Holy Spirit in
dictating the inspired manuscript of the books of John
and of Acts in the Bible.

Further evidence that the baptism of the Holy Spirit
was a separate experience from the indwelling or receiv-
ing of the Holy Spirit in salvation was seen in Acts chap-
ter 8, when one studies the ministry of Philip the
evangelist in Samaria. In Acts 8:12, "But when they be-
lieved Philip preaching the things concerning the ki.g-
dom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were
baptized,both men and women." Now, it is evident that
people who believe on the things of the Kingdom of
God, on the name of Jesus Christ, and who are baptized
in water - are saved. Acts 16:31 establishes this, "Be-
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved,
and thy house." Yet, although these people were saved,
they had not received the baptism of the Holy Spirit, for
Acts 8:14-17 states: "Now when the apostles which
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were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the
word of God, they sent into them Peter and John; who,
when they were come down, prayed for them that they
might receive the Holy Chost, for as yet He was fallen
upon none of them; only they were baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus. Then they laid their hands on
them, and they received the Holy Ghost."

The importance of speaking in tongues as documen-
tation of the power of the Holy Spirit was seen again in
Acts 10:44-47: "r{hile Peter yet spake these words, the
Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. And
they of the circumcision which believed were aston-
ished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the
Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Chost.
For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify
God. Then answered Peter, can any man forbid water
that these should not be baptized, which have received
the Holy Ghost as well as we?" It is apparent that Peter's
realization that the gentiles had received the Holy Ghost
in the same way that the Jewish believers had was due to
the fact that he heard them speak with tongues and
magnify God.

In Acts chapter 79,Paul came to Ephesus and found
certain disciples and said: "Have ye received the Holy
Chost since ye believed? And they said unto him, we
have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy
Ghost. And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye
baptized? And they said, unto John's baptism. Then said
Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repen-
tance, saying unto the people, that they should believe
on Him which should come after him, that is on, Christ
Jesus. When they heard this, they were baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his
hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them, and
they spake with tongues, and prophesied. And all the
men were about twelve." Note again that baptism in the
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name of the Lord Jesus occurred first. It was not until as a
separate phenomenon, related to the laying on of the
hands of Paul, however, that the Holy Ghost came on
these twelve men and they spake with tongues and
prophesied.

Scripture is therefore explicit that receiving the Holy
Spirit or salvation; the baptism in the Holy Spirit as evi-
denced by speaking with new tongues; and the filling of
the Holy Spirit, were separate and distinct chronological
phenomena that happened in the lives of Peter, James,
and John, and the early apostles. If the Lord Jesus Christ
breathed on the apostles and they received the Holy
Ghost (John 20:22), and yet the Lord Jesus told them 40
days later, that they should wait for the promise of the
Father when they would receive power, it is evident that
from the Bible record that these early believers did not
receive all of the power of God at the time they first re-
ceived the Holy Spirit. If it was necessary for the early
apostles to be baptized in the Holy Ghost after they had
previously received the Holy Spirit, there is no scriptural
reason to believe that modern believers should be differ-
ent. If one compares these three events to our contact
with water, one can think of receiving a drink of water
on one occasion, of being totally immersed in water on
another occasion, and of being refilled with water when
thirsty again on another occasion.

One objection that has been cited to the baptism of
the Holy Spirit being different from the receiving of the
Holy Spirit is Ephesians 4:4-5, "There is one body, and
one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your call-
ing; one Lord, one faith, one baptism." However, we
must let scripture explain scripture. Hebrews 6:1 tells us,
"Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of
Christ,let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the
foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith
toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying
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on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead and of eter-
nal judgment." Note here that the Scripture speaks of
the doctrine of baptisms, with baptisms being in the plu-
ral. There are other baptisms spoken of in the New Testa-
ment. John the Baptist said in Matt. 3'.77, "I indeed
baptize you with water unto repentance, but he that
cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not
worthy to bear; he shall baptize you with the Holy
Ghost, and with fire." Jesus spoke of the baptism with
fire in Luke 12:50. In Luke 3:27-22, Jesus had already
been baptized in water and the Holy Ghost descended in
a bodily shape like a dove upon Him. However, in Luke
12:50, the Lord Jesus said: "But I have a baptism to be
baptized with, and how am I straitened till it be accom-
plished." A key scripture which helped me understand
the difference between Ephesians 4:4-5 and Hebrews 6:1
is 1 Corinthians 72:73. Note that Matthew 3:11 estab-
lishes an important fact, "He shall bapttze you with the
Holy Ghost" and here John was speaking directly of the
Lord Jesus. Therefore, the one who baptizes you with
the Holy Spirit is the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus Himself is
the baptizer with the Holy Ghost. 1 Corinthians 72:73,
however, tells us, "For by one Spirit are we all baptized
into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, or
whether we be bond or free, and have been all made to
drink into one Spirit." It is obvious that the one body be-
ing spoken of is the body of Christ as seen in verses 12
and74.1 Corinthians 72:14 tells us, "For the body is not
one member, but marty." The point I am trying to make
is simply this - the Bible makes it very clear, that Jesus is
the One who baptizes the believer with the Holy Spirit
(Mark 7:7-8; Matthew 3:'1.-17, especially verse 11). The Bi-
ble also makes it very clear that the Holy Spirit is the One
who baptizes us into the body of Christ. When I saw the
significance of 1 Corinthians 12:'1,3, it really opened my
mind to this very clear scriptural distinction. When one
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is truly converted and saved, he or she does receive the
Holy Spirit. They are baptized into the body of Jesus
Christ by the Holy Ghost. That is the one baptism re-
ferred to in Ephesians 4:4-5. However, at a later date, if
that person truly seeks to obey God and to seek Him
with all their heart, they can have a total immersion ex-
perience and the Lord Jesus Christ will then baptize
them with the Holy Ghost. This shows us a very precious
interrelationship between the different members of the
triune Godhead - the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

One needs to remember that the proposal that this
experience was only for the early New Testament
church is totally scripturally invalid. Malachi 3:6 in the
Old Testament tells us, "For I am the Lord,I change not ..

. therefore ye sons of jacob are not consumed." Hebrews
13:8 in the New Testament again confirms - "Jesus

Christ, the same - yesterday, ar.d today, and for ever."
One thing that prompted me to seek the baptism in the
Holy Spirit was the fact that there is so much opposition
to it. Satan has always tried to counterfeit anything that
is real in God. There is the anti-father, anti-son, and
anti-spirit.If there is so much counterfeit power and op-
position to the baptism in the Holy Spirit, it is evident
that there must be reality on the other side of the fence.
In other words, the fact that a person spends hundreds
of hours making an engraving plate to counterfeit a $20
bill is excellent proof that somewhere a real and true $20
bill exists. That is to say, a counterfeit proves there must
be a real.

There are many advantages of possessing a heavenly
language. First of all, there are many things which we
have said in our mother tongue of which we are
ashamed. We have cursed, blasphemed, scoffed, ridi-
culed. However, in a pure, new heavenly language, pro-
vided now as a gift from God, we have a language
reserved for one purpose only - to worship and praise
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the Lord and make love toJesus! It is almost like having a
virginal tongue - that has never been used to speak any
impurity at all - but is totally restricted to prayer, praise,
and worshipping the Lord our Cod.

Another advantage of having a new prayer lan-
guage, is that there are so many situations in which we
simply do not know how to pray. When an elderly saint
is stricken with an apparently terminal illness, what is
the proper prayer to pray? This is such a wonderful time
to simply rest in the Lord, and ask the Holy Spirit to pray
the perfect prayer that is needed in such a circumstance
and then pray softly in other tongues until one feels the
release in one's heart that the prayer need has been met.

It is important in praying for the baptism in the Holy
Spirit to bind Satan by the blood of Jesus. James 4:7 tells
us, "Submit yourselves therefore to God; resist the devil
and he will flee from you." If one fulfills this admonition,
then prays for forgiveness and asks the Lord Jesus for the
baptism of the Holy Spirit, one can receive this gift now
just as in the first century. Our Heavenly Father is just as
gracious and as loving and desirous of pouring out His
Spirit now as then. Manybelievers say they are "willing"
for Cod to baptize them in the Holy Spirit and they then
wait for this experience to fall upon them. However, one
must remember God's admonition toJoshua on entering
the promised land (Joshua l:3),"Every place that the sole
of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you,
as I said unto Moses." If joshua had not taken the first
step, he would not have received entry into the prom-
ised land. One does not have anything fall upon him
from God without seeking it first. That is to say, God
never violates or overwhelms a person's will. One must
receive salvation as a gift. A person must invite the Lord
Jesus Christ to come into his heart and to forgive him of
his sins. Jesus has already provided the gift of salvation
by the atonement at the cross. However, we must open

6l
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the gift package. "But as many as received Him, to them
gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them
that believe on his name." If you have not had a change
in life by inviting the Lord Jesus to come into your heart,
I encourage you to pray right now and tell the Lord that
you are sorry for your sins, and that you want the Lord
Jesus Christ to take over the throne of your life and to
save your soul. Then ask him to baptize you with the
Holy Spirit. If one is sincerely and with a contrite heart
willing to be a fool for Christ's sake, and is willing to
make a few sounds with his or her tongue that may
sound foolish to the natural mind and to trust the Holy
Spirit to make that a perfect prayer to the Father - then
God will pour out His Spirit by faith gladly on such a per-
son. One cannot come into this experience by reason. 1

Corinthians2:73 tells us, "But the natural man receiveth
not the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolish-
ness unto him; neither can he know them, because they
are spiritually discerned." Another advantage of the
baptism is that when one is criticized by others for hav-
ing this experience, that this allows one to be blessed for
participating in Christ's sufferings. Matthew 5:11-12 tells
us "Blessed are ye when men shall revile you and perse-
cute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you
falsely, for my sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for
great is your reward in heaven, for so persecuted they
the prophets which were before yo1r." Finally, the bap-
tism in the Holy Spirit is an essential weapon in dealing
with Satan and the demonic powers. Therein lies the
source of the great opposition to this power, for the Holy
Spirit prays with groanings that cannot be uttered and
with the heavenly language the perfect prayer that will
lead to deliverance from bondage to demon spirits. It is
not true that receiving the baptism in the Holy Spirit au-
tomatically means that the believer has received deliver-
ance. The author received the baptism in the Holy Spirit
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with speaking in other tongues in October 7969, and first
had an experience of deliverance from demons in Febru-
ary 7970. However, daily prayer in the heavenly lan-
guage is essential to both edify the believer and to
achieve and maintain deliverance. To the reader who
will seek God with a humble and contrite heart, let it be
said, "Ask, and ye shall receive."

Finally, I believe it is pertinent to mention that if a
person has sincerely prayed and asked the Lord to bap-
tize them in the Holy Spirit and to give them a new
prayer language to praise and worship the Lord with,
but has not received such a language, there are four com-
mon causes of such a block, in my experience. These are
as follows: (1) they have been taught against the baptism
in the Holy Spirit as evidenced by speaking in other
tongues; (2) they are biblically ignorant of this experi-
ence/ or they simply do not know about iU (3) there is
some resentment or unforgiveness in their life - a sin
which the Lord wants them to repent of first before re-
ceiving this blessing; or (4) they have previously been in-
volved in the occult, or have some hindering spirits
which will try and block their new prayer language. Let
me point these out again in a small table:

Four Common Blocks to Receiving the Baptism
in the Holy Spirit

1) Adverse teaching

2) Biblical ignorance

3) Resentment and unconfessed sin
4) Occult experience and hindering spirits
If you sincerely pray and ask the Lord to show you if

such a block exists in your mind, the Holy Spirit will be
gracious and will show it to you. You may immediately
recall an instance in your childhood when you hated
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someone near to you and you have never truly forgiven
them of that in your life. Now, simply pray and say,
"Lord Tesus Christ, I confess that resentment and bitter-
ness against and I forgive them now
and ask you to forgive me, in Jesus name." The first two
explanations above can be remedied by a good careful
Bible study of the book of Acts and by meditating on the
scriptures given in this chapter. Finally, if one has been
in bondage because of exposure to the occult, drugs, and
heavy rock music, it may be necessary to have one or two
more mature believers pray for you, bind these spirits in
Jesus name, and lay hands on you, before you can truly
receive the liberty in your prayer language that you seek.

God bless you to receive this blessing!
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PRAY]ER

1-I he subject of prayer must be approached with great
humility because when one compares the great magni-
tude of the topic to one individual's experience, and
most certainly my own, he must realize at the outset that
whatever is written will probably be comparable to add-
ing a few grains of sand to God's seashore of time. How-
ever, no Christian can shirk from dealing with the
subject of prayer, for truly it is spiritually comparable in
the body of Christ to cellular respiration in the human
body. If each believer in the Lord Jesus is a member of
His corporate unified body (Ephesians 5:30), then we
might be aptly likened to a single cell in a human earthly
body. Such an organism must maintain a faithful and
regular and adequate respiration - (i.e. the breathing in
of a life giving supply of oxygen, and the breathing out
of carbon dioxide and other waste materials - in order
to live). Indeed, such a process must apply to each indivi-
dual cell of such a living organism, and if interrupted for
other than a very short period of time, the life of that cell
will terminate. Just so, as the believer breathes in from
the life giving supply of the Word and of the Holy Spirit,
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and the word " spirlt" in Greek is "pneuma" which means
'breath" (from which we get the words pneumatic,
pneumonia and the like), then that believer will cry out
to God in prayer and breathe forth in prayer a mixture of
confessions (purification), as well as other spiritual in-
gredients. The nature of prayer, and the many ingredi-
ents or components involved, will be involved, will be
approached first from a biblical and then from a personal
perspective in this chapter.

l Timothy 2:1-2tellsris,"I exhort therefore that, first
of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of
thanks, be made for all men; for kings, and for all that are
in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life
in all godliness and honest." 1 Timothy 2:8 adds, "I will
therefore that men pray everywhere, lifting up holy
hands, without wrath and doubting." Before looking
into the various words used here in 1 Timothy chapter 2,
a few other verses may be cited to show the scriptural
emphasis on prayer. 1 Thessalonians 5:77 says simply,
"Pray without ceasing." Ephesians 6:18 tells us, "Praying
always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit and
watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplica-
tion for all saints." And Luke 18:1 adds, "And He spake a
parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to
praf t and not faint ..." One can recall that after having
walked with the Lord Jesus day by day, and undoubt-
edlyhavingobserved Him as He would talkto His Heav-
enly Father in prayer, the disciples asked Him in Luke
11:1(b) ..."Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his
disciples."

The Apostle Paul in 1 Timothy 2:1, exhorts the be-
liever first of all to pray. The word "exhort" here is
"paraknleo" in Greek - which means to call near, to in-
vite, invoke (by imploration, exhortation, or consola-
tion), to beseech, call for, comfort, exhort, entreat, or
pray (according to Strong's Concordance). In fact, this
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Greek word is the one from which we get another name
for the Holy Spirit, i.e., the Paraclete. He is the One who
comes near, who draws alongside, and walks with us
and enables us to live the life of Christ in this human
world. Therefore, the apostle is entreating, imploring, in-
voking, and beseeching the believer to pray! Those are
very strong Bible words indeed. If we look at 1 Timothy
2:7 ablt more closely, we will find it interesting that he
exhorts that four different things be made - supplica-
tions, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks. One
might at first glance think that prayer is prayer and that
is that. However, that is not biblically true at all. The
word "supplications" in Creek is deesis. This means a pe-
tition and comes from a root word "deomai", meaning to
beg, beseech, pray, and make request, and involves the
idea of urgent need. Webster's dictionary defines suppli-
cation as the act of supplicating, and states that suppli-
cate comes from the Latin word "supplicare" which
means to kneel down, ftom "sub" : under, and "plicare"
: to fold or double up. Thus, we see the picture of a sup-
plicant as one who is kneeling down before God to ask
humbly and earnestly, and to entreat or beseech the face
of God for a petition or request of urgent need.

The word "prayers" in this verse of 1 Timothy is
"proseuche". This comes from "pros" which means direc-
tion, or toward, and "euchomni" 

- "1g wish or pray".
Thus, proseuche is a prayer with an implication of wor-
ship, or to pray to God. It connotes worship, approach-
ing the Lord, and earnestness.

The word "intercessions" here is a fascinating word.
It comes fronl. "enteltxis" in Greek, which means an inter-
view! That really "r:.early blew my mind" when I under-
stood that. It comes from "entugchano" meaning to
"chance upon" by implication "to confer with" and by
extension to entreat (in favor of or against) to deal with,
or make intercession. The importance of this word inter-
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cession is that it means that the believer has the wonder-
ful opportunity of having a personal interview with the
Lord of Lords and King of Kings! How many of us would
be thrilled to have a personal interview with the Presi-
dent of the United States, if we had such an opportunity.
However, here we see that every believer has the oppor-
tunity, nay is beseeched biblically, to have an interview
with the One Sovereign of the universe, before whom
every king, prince, and national authority who has ever
lived on this globe must one day bow the knee! We can
have a personal interview with the Living God, coming
boldlybefore his throne of grace, if we come in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ!

The words "giving of thanks" in 1 Timothy 2:1., spe-
cifically the word "thanks" comes from the Greek word
"eucharistia" which means gratitude or grateful language
to God as an act of worship. It comes from "eucharistos"

which means well favored, grateful, or thankful, and it is
the root word from which we get the English "eucha-
rist". We see that when we come before the Lord in this
form of prayer we are expressing gratitude, grateful lan-
guage of appreciation, and loving Him and worshipping
Him for all His goodness to us. Psalm L07 tells us four
times, "Oh that men would praise the Lord for His good-
ness and for His wonderful works to the children of
men!" I love that verse because it is the same in verses 8,
75,27, and 31, so that if one memorizes those words, he
knows four Bible verses at one time (Psalms 107:8, 75,2I,
31)! It also gives more scriptural emphasis to the impor-
tance of praising and thanking God for His goodness to
us and our children! Having seen that there are many
different types of prayer, let us look in the next chapter at
some of the prerequisites to having our prayers an-
swered by God.
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TO ANS\M]ERJED PRAY]ER

A, *" have said before, the Bible is the best commen-
tary on the Bible! I sincerely believe that if one wants to
know the truth about a doctrine in the Bible, then one
must carefully assess everything that the Bible says
about that particular topic. In other words, to know the
truth about faith, one needs to read all the scriptures in
the Bible that relate to faith. To know the entire truth
about hell, one needs to read all that the Bible has to say
on the subject. This is an important principle of Bible
study that willbecome self-evident to anyone who stud-
ies the subject at all.

I should like to address in this chapter an important
point. Many persons have said, "l prayed sincerely for
something in Jesus name, and didn't get an answer.
Why?" There are certain definite ground rules about
prayer that are clearly laid out in the Bible and I believe
we should touch upon these briefly and then list them.
First of all, one should point out that I am not talking
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about prayer from the concept of an intellectual unbe-
liever who simply thinks that prayer is fellowship or
communion with God to bring about an inner peace.
Prayer is much, much more than that! I am talking about
prayer in which God moves supernaturally into circum-
stances and changes things that would not possibly have
otherwise occurred! Before giving some examples of
such circumstances, let us consider the prerequisites to
their answers.

Mark 77:23-24 is a famous verse, "And Jesus answer-
ing saith unto them, have faith in God. For verily I say
unto you, that whosoever shall say unto this mountain,
Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall
not doubt he shall have whatsoever he saith. Therefore I
say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye
pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have
them." "If ye shall ask anything in my name, I will do it"
... we could see how many a sincere believer might not
be able to understand when a prayer made honestly in
their heart to God was not answered, or if answered, oc-
curred after a geat and notable delay. However, the
same Bible that contains Mark L7:22-24 and John 

'1.4:14

also contains these verses - 1 John 3:22,"And whatso-
ever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his
commandments, and do those things that are pleasingin
his sight." That makes the plot a bit thicker! Note that
there are two "becauses" in this verse that make it defi-
nitely conditional l) we must keep His commandments,
and2) we must do those things that are pleasing in His
sight - in order to receive whatever we ask of God.

To make it even more explicit, the same Bible also
says in James 1.:5-8, "\f any of you lack wisdom, let him
ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and
upbraideth not: and it shall be given him. But let him ask
in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a
wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let
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not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the
Lord. A double minded man is unstable in all his ways."
Here is obviously a scriptural example of a man asking
Cod for something - yet he asks it in such a manner that
he will receive nothing at all!

Now, how does all this fit together? What must we do
to get our prayers answer? What must we NOT do to get
our prayers answered? First of all, why is this important?
Getting answers to our prayers is of absolute importance
to a Bible believing Christian. This is self evident for two
obvious reasons: (1) when we pray and our prayer is
promptly and supernaturally answered by God, it im-
mediately builds our faith much stronger and makes us
love our Heavenly Father more and more and appreci-
ate His goodness and loving kindness, and serves to
draw us and bond us closer and closer to Him in faith
and love; (2) a true answer to prayer by a believer is a
dramatic proof to an unbeliever or a skeptic that God is
truly real and is a prime means of witnessing to the im-
portance of faith in God.

Now, why should we pray? Although the Bible com-
mands prayer (1 Thessalonians 5:17 tells us simply "Pray
without ceasing"), I believe the best reason that I know is
expressed in Proverbs 15:8, "The sacrifice of the wicked is
an abomination unto the Lord: but the prayer of the up-
right is His delight." Now obviously we do not come be-
fore God in our righteousness, for all our righteousnesses
are as filthy rags before a Holy God (Isaiah64:6). We must
come in the righteousness that is imputed unto us by faith
in His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 4:6-8, and
22-25). However, if we come before God in the righteous-
ness of ]esus Christ and come boldly before His throne of
grace, (Hebrews 4:'1.6), and pray unto Him, we are then
offering to God the thing that He delights in. I think that
is the BEST motive for prayer I know. If a bride knows
that her groom delights in banana cream pies, she will
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certainly bake him one - without his asking! Why? Be-
cause she loves him and wants to delight him! How
much more should one who loves God, our Heavenly
Father, who created us and who indeed is love personi-
fied, want to present to Him the thing that is His de-
light! Therefore, since the Bible tells us that the prayer
of the righteous is Cod's delight, if we delight ourselves
in Him, then truly we shall delight ourselves in prayer
to Him. These prayers then come up as a sweet smelling
incense into the nostrils of our Heavenly Father and
truly bless Him and cause Him delight! (Psalms 147:2
and Revelation 8:4).

However, there are certain absolute guide lines to an-
swered prayer and we are looking into those now. Mark
1,1;22 tells us, ".. . have faith in God." A footnote in my Bi-
ble also renders this as an alternate translation, "Have
the faith of God." One cannot approach God without
faith. Psalm 65:2 tells us, "O thou that hearest prayer,
unto thee shall all flesh come." Note that one Bible defi-
nition of God is that He is the one that hears prayer! But
Hebrews 11:6 tells us "But without faith it is impossible
to please him; for he that cometh to God must believe
that He is, and that he is a rewarder of them that dili-
gently seek him." Note that to come to God we MUST
BELIEVE that He IS! That is one of the wonderful things
about prayer. One simply will not pray unless he or she
believes that there is a God that answers prayer! The fact
that one prays immediately starts to work inside their
heart to build up belief that there is truly a God out there
who can hear, and who can act upon that prayer! Other-
wise, a prayer would simply be whistling in the dark!
The first thing necessary therefore to have one's prayers
answered is to "Have the faith of God" or to "F{ave faith
in God." If one has a saving faith in God through trusting
the Lord Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son, and has
been saved or born again into God's Kingdom, then one
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has taken the first step that is necessary to have their
prayers answered. This is an absolutely fundamental
point. If a neighbor's child asks you for something, you
may or may notbe disposed to give it to them. However,
if your own child asks you for something, and continues
to ask you for it over and over again, they are usually on
the way to receiving it, and quite promptly, too, if the
thing they are asking will not hurt them! Therefore, to
get something from God, one must become a member of
His family! Such a relationship - salvation - comes as a
free gift, simply for the asking, if one is sincere and
repents of their sins.

However, there are other criteria that must be consid-
ered. Psalm 66:18 tells us, "lflregardiniquity in my heart,
the Lord will not hear me." Now that is as simple as can be
stated! If one continues to harbor sin or iniquity in their
hearts, i.e. continues to do something, or thinksomething,
or remain in some situation, which they obviously know
is not consistent with the Bible (God's written word) or
which they have been repeatedly convicted in their con-
science by God's Holy Spirit), you can rest assured that
the prayers of that individual will bounce off the ceiling! I
am sure that virtuallv everv reader who is a true born
again believer will have had such an experience. One may
have had a harsh word with one's mate, go out the door,
and try to pray in the car, only to find the prayers do not
get beyond the ceiling and the heavens are brass! How-
ever, if one will simply get that matter straight, ask the of-
fended one for forgiveness, and ask the Lord to cleanse
that sin by repenting (1 John 1:9), immediately the slate is
cleansed and one is in communication with our loving Fa-
ther again.

If one walks in the Holy Spirit, and keeps a clean slate
of forgiveness with the Lord by confessing his sins
promptly, and having them washed away by the blood
of Jesus (1 john 1:9), then prayer becomes a wonderful
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and important blessing in our life, and will grow and
grow in faith and effectiveness. I have found that effec-
tive praying is definitely a process that must be learned
and one in which one must grow by use and discipline. It
is trulv a life line between the Bible believer and God!
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lVlost people are aware of what the tithe is, i.e. one
tenth of their income, and yet many may not have real-
rzedby experience the blessings that result from observ-
ing this biblical practice. A short personal testimony in
this regard may therefore be helpful. The origin of the
tithe arose with the patriarchs. Genesis 74:78-20 tells us,
"And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread
and wine: and he was the priest of the most high Cod.
And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the
most high God, possessor of heaven and earth: and
blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered
thine enemies unto thy hand. And he gave him tithes of
all." We see in the story of Genesis 14 that after a famous
Old Testament battle in which Abram (later, Abraham)
rescued his nephew Lot from absconding enemies,
Melchizedek, the priest of the most high God and a

foretype of the Lord ]esus Christ, blessed Abram, and
Abram gave tithes of all the booty to Mechizedek. Also,

Jacob after sleeping and dreaming and seeing a ladder
with angels ascending and descending and after the
Lord spoke to him at Bethel, vowed as follows: Cenesis
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24:20, "And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, if God will be
with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will
give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, so that I
come again to my father's house in peace; then shall the
Lord be my God, and this stone, which I have set for a
pillar, shall be God's house; and of all that thou shalt give
me I will surely give the tenth unto thee."

Finally, the Old Testament closes with a strong Bibli-
cal statement in prophet Malachi about tithing. Malachi
3:8 tells us, "Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me.
But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and
offerings." Verse L0-12 then tells us, "Bring ye all the
tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in
mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord
of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven,
and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room
enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the devourer for
your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your
ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the
time in the field, said the Lord of hosts. And all nations
shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land,
saith the Lord of hosts."

Some have falsely taught that tithing is only an Old
Testament practice, and hence is not necessary for a New
Testament believer. I am personally totally opposed to
differentiating Old and New Testament scriptures as be-
ing of different validity or of one being more inspired
than the other, for the Bible tells us quite plainly that all
scripture is God breathed (1 Timothy 3:1.0). TheLord Je-
sus Christ settled this matter succintly in Matthew 23:23,
"Woe unto you, scribes and Pharis""i, hypo.rites! For ye
pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omit-
ted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy,
and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave
the other undone." Note that the Lord Jesus derided the
hypocritical religionists of his day in that they tithed the
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smallest items down to the herbs, mint, dill, and the like
that they used, but overlooked the far more important
spiritual matters of proper relationships with other peo-
ple. However, he then made the particularly important
statement, they OUGHT to have paid their tithes, but
that they also OUGHT NOT to omit the more important
interpersonal matters. Thus, in this verse the Lord Jesus
tells us in the New Testament that we definitely ought to
pay our tithes. I do not want the reader of this chapter to
be misled and think that a right relationship with Cod
can come about from works (i.e. doing good, paying
tithes, fasting, church attendance and the like). We are
saved by faith, not by works (Ephesians 2:8-9), but after
we are saved, then we want a faith that works!

My personal experience in this regard is briefly this.
After having been born again in October 1963, a few
months later, my wife suggested that we tithe. I had
been giving offerings regularly in church, but by no
means had these attained the amount of one-tenth of my
income. I promptly responded that her suggestion was
impossible, for we simply could not afford to do that! My
wife then responded, "Well, why not just try it for one
month and see what happens?" That seemed reasonable
enough, so the next month, I wrote out a check for
one-tenth of my net income and gave that to the church
at the beginning of the month. As I recall, we barely
scraped by that month, and when that month was over
and the next month's pay check came in, I felt an inward
relief of not having to tithe again. When I mentioned this
to my wife, she replied, "Why, we've got to continue
tithing! It's much worse to stop giving God His due than
not to have started giving it in the first place!" lf we recall
the scripture in Malachi that God considered not giving
the tithes as robbing Him, it is biblically obvious that the
tithe is not ours in the first place. In other words,
one-tenth of the income of a believer belongs to the Lord
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in the first place, and it is our rightful place not to with-
hold this from His kingdom. It is an important concept to
realize that this is not something we are giving the Lord,
but that it belongs to Him in the first place. After all, even
the very life we live, the beats of our heart, each breath
that we draw, are gifts from God through His grace for if
he withdraws His grace from us at any moment, we
would promptly depart from this life and collapse into
earthly death. After considering my wife's statement, I
realized that she was telling the truth, that having
started giving God the tithe, we would be on shaky
grounds to withhold this. I am glad to report that ever
since 1963we have tithed as a family, and I have learned
by experience that God has blessed us materially far
more with the 90% that is ours after tithing, than if we
had kept back the whole 100% and robbed the Lord of
the tithe.

I have heard it said that God will get His tithe, one way
or the other. I believe that is true. If one tithes, it is seen
that the tires wear longer on the car, one's health is gener-
allybetter and doctor and medicalbills are less, the clothes
last longer and the like. However, if one withholds the
tithe, the medical bills, clothing bills, and other unex-
pected expenses of life just "happen" to eat up that10%.

The question then arose shortly thereafter, "Should I
tithe my net or my gross income?" I recall a speaker at a
Christian Men's Business Committee meeting years ago
answering that with a simple statement of fact, "It de-
pends upon whether you want God to bless your net or
your gross!" At that point, I began writing as the first
check each month a check to the Lord's work for
one-tenth of my gross income, and have found by expe-
rience over more than four decades since that it works!
If any of you reading this now are having a real finan-
cial bind and have not as yet begun to tithe, I encourage
you to do so NOW by faith. Do NOT wait "until you can
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afford it" , for you never will! Obey the Bible injunction,
now - and put God to the test! He will respond!

There are differences of opinions among sincere Bi-
ble believers as to how and where the tithes should be
given. Some strongly advocate "store-house tithing" as

giving the entire tenth to the local church or fellowship
that you attend, and then giving "gifts or offerings" else-
where above that amount. My personal practice has
been to pray each month about where to give our family
tithes. I give usually a primary share of my tithe to the lo-
cal fellowship or church that we attend, but have en-
joyed helping others in the body of Christ with other
needs as well. I think it is important to be sure that our
tithes and offerings are going to places where we know
beyond any reasonable doubt that they will be properly
expended to serve the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ.
I contribute to the 700 Club, Operation Blesssing, Chris-
tian Ophthalmology Society, Maoz (a messianic congre-
gation in Israel), Voice of the Martyrs, Miami Rescue
Mission, Voice of Prayer, and some other ministries and
simply have found that this is the way that I have the
most peace in my heart. I am not trying to endorse any
particular ministry gift here, I am simply trying to en-
courage the reader to know that tithing has really
worked as a blessing for our family!
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T-t
-F asting is an important scriptural principle that was ap-
plied and practiced by men and women of faith from the
beginning to the end of the Bible. The Lord Jesus Christ
not only practiced fasting Himself (Matthew 4:7-4),but
stated categorically that after His ascension, His true dis-
ciples would fast (Matthew 9:74,'1.5), and equated fasting
with prayer and giving of one's finances unto the Lord in
the Sermon on the Mount. Matthew 6:2, "Therefore
when thou doest thine alms" ...; Matthew 6:5, "And
when thou prayest ..."; Matthew 6:76,"Moreover, when
ye fast ..." Note that the Bible does not say "if" you pray,
give, or fast ... but "when" you pra!, "when" you give
alms, and "when" you fast. Any true believer would
never question for a moment that a Christian should
pralt nor would any committed believer have any reser-
vations at all about the obligation to support the work of
the church and of God's Kingdom with one's financial
contributions, but when it comes to practicing fasting,
one finds that such a practice is often unheard of in the
actual "nitty-gritty" of daily life in today's community of
believers.



82 A Physicion's Foith

First of all, one may hear teaching or statements as
follows: "I don't have to go without food, for there are
many types of fasts." I can go without sex, without mov-
ies, without parties, etc., etc., and that is a form of fast-
ing." Those points may be true; however, the first thing
one must learn about the Bible is to simply believe it in its
primary meaning and statements just like a baby. The
Lord Jesus Christ emphasized that unless one became
like a little child, one could not enter the kingdom of
Heaven. (Matthew 18:3). The word in the Old Testament
translated "fast" was a Hebrew word pronounced like
"tsome", which came from a root word "Tsoom" meaning
"to cover over (the mouth)." In the New Testament, the
word fast as in Matthew 6:'1.6 and Acts 13:2,3) was a
Creek word "nesteLto" meaning "to religiously abstain
from food" and it came from two root words "ne" (which
means not) and "esthio" (which means to eat). Therefore,
there is no question whatever that the primary meaning
for the word fasting or to fast means not eating.

The importance of fasting would make an extensive
Bible study. One can recall that Moses fasted 40 days and
40 nights (Exodus 34:28), and in fact repeated that long
fast after the children of Israel had sinned by making the
golden calf; that Elijah fasted for 40 days (I Kings 19:1-8):
and the Lord ]esus Christ also fasted for 40 days (Mat-
thew 4:1,-4). A date had been set to kill everyJew on earth
but was averted by a three day corporate total fast (Es-
ther 4:15-16).

One might wonder why it is important to fast. Obvi-
ously, the first reason is that it is scriptural, and therefore
anyone who believes the Bible is the word of the living
God, would want to be obedient to follow in the foot-
steps of our Lord Jesus Christ and of the believers. One
should study the 58th chapter of Isaiah in this context.
The entire chapter deals with the subject of fasting. The
first five verses tell us how not to fast. Indeed. there can
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be ungodly, even Satanic, fasts. Queen Jezebel called an
ungodly fast leading to an innocent man's murder
(I Kings 27:l-73).In the New Testament, more than 40
men bound themselves under a curse to eat nothing un-
til they had slain the apostle Paul (Acts 23:12-1.4).In Mos-
lem countries today, no one will eat or drinkfrom sunup
to sundown for an entire month every year, and this is
called Ramadan. Derek Prince and other godly believers
have attested that such spiritual powers of darkness are
generated by such corporate fasting in that month in
Moslem lands that one can literally feel the power of evil
during that time. There is no question but that fasting
generates spiritual power, and that is one reason why
the enemy of our souls makes such great efforts to keep
God's people from practicing the power of prayer and
fasting.

Isaiah 58:6 and following tells us why we should fast
and the proper type of fast. Isaiah 58:6, "Is not this the
fast that I have chosen? To loose the bands of wicked-
ness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the op-
pressed go free, and that ye break every yoke?" We
should recall at this point the epileptic boy in Mark chap-
ter 9 whose father brought him to the Lord's apostles
and they could not exorcise the demon spirit in the lad.
When |esus returned and cast the spirit out, he stated,
". .. This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer
and fasting (Mark 9:77-29)." That tells me that there are
certain kinds of evil spirits that simply cannot be over-
come without fasting. Isaiah 58:6 also tells us that there
are certain bands of wickedness which cannot be loosed,
certain burdens which cannot be undone, certain op-
pressed who will not go free, and certain yokes that
cannot be broken, without fasting.

Note further what prophet Isaiah tells us,Isaiah 58:7,
"Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungty, and that thou
bring the poor that are cast out to thy house? When thou
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seest the naked, that thou cover him, and that thou hide
not thyself from thine own flesh?" The latter part of that
verse has always intrigued me. One effect of fasting is
that it will keep us from hiding from our own flesh! What
does that mean? I believe it can mean not only my own
personal flesh, but from the flesh and blood of my fam-
ily, and also from the body of Christ. There are simply
things in me, in my very nature, in my temperament,
that are hidden from my eyes and my own conscious-
ness, that are faults and defects which are very obvious
to those who live with me, who know me and who love
me, in my family and in the body of Christ. I will not be
able to discern those faults and problems that God wants
to deal with and set me free from, unless I practice fast-
ing. It is just too easy to hide from my own flesh!

Now, what does the Bible promise us as the rewards
of the right kind of fasting? Oh, the promises are tremen-
dous! Isaiah 58:8 and forward tells us, "then shall thy
light break forth as the morning, and thine healing shall
spring forth speedily; and thy righteousness shall go be-
fore thee; the glory of the Lord shall be thy reward."
Think of that, folks! We'll have light instead of dark-
ness, our health will be better, righteousness will be in
front of us, and the glory of God will protect our rear!
Read on! "Then shalt thou call, and the LORD shall an-
swer; thou shalt cry, and He shall say, Here I am. If thou
take away from the midst of thee the yoke, the putting
forth of the finger, and speaking vanity, and if thou
draw out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy the af-
flicted soul, then shall thy light rise in obscurity and thy
darkness be as the noonday: and the Lord shall guide
thee continually and satisfy thy soul in drought, and
make fat thy bones, and thou shalt be like a watered
garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fall
not" Now get this (Isaiah 58:'1.2), "And they that shall be
of thee shall build the old waste places; thou shalt raise
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up the foundations o-f many generations; and thou shalt
be called. the repairer of the breach, the restorer of paths
to dwell in.'1 These are really tremendous promises to
true Bible believers who will fast according to God's pur-
poses. They mean that God will move in our families,
and our children will rise up and help restore the
breaches in the house of God, and we can become a re-
storer of the proper paths to walk in. If America ever
needed spirifual restoration and the broken breach re-
paired, it is today!
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TI here is a great attack upon families today. I was told
that in one month in 1983 that there were 9,(X)0 mar-
riages - and 8,000 divorces - in Dallas County, Texas!
Now,I have not written the Bureau of Vital Statistics to
verify that statement so I am presenting hearsay in that
regard. However, one has only to read the daily news-
papers to see the divorce rate rising steadily in the
United States, and it has been at the 50% rate or higher
in certain sections of this country for some time! I per-
sonally believe that this is a specific Satanic attack upon
the family, because the institution of the home was or-
dained by God Himself and therefore the enemy of our
souls is determined to try and undermine this at all
costs. The New Testament compares the beautiful rela-
tionship between a believer and the Lord Jesus Christ as

that of a bride and her husband. 2 Corinthians"LT.2,
"For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy; for I
have espoused you to one husband, that I may present
you as a chaste virgin to Christ." Revelation 21:2," AndI
John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down
from Cod out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for
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her husband." Revelation 19:7-8 tells us of a wonderful
marriage that is to come, "Let us be glad and rejoice and
give honour to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb is
come, and His wife hath made herself ready. And to her
was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen,
clean and white, for the fine linen is the righteousness of
saints." Verse 9 tells us, "And he saith unto me, These are
the true sayings of God." Thus, we see from one end of
the Bible to the other, the importance of the institution of
marriage and the family. Genesis 2:24- shortly after the
creation tells us, "Therefore shall a man leave his father
and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they
shall be one flesh."

Now, we must be realistic and point out that simply
being born again Christians is not adequate protection
and insurance for a family. Indeed, being Holy Spirit
baptized Christians has not afforded absolute protection
for a family. I am sure that the reader has personally
known of families in which dedicated pastors have di-
vorced their wives, where God fearing parents who
have been married for 20,25,30, or more years have suo-
denly come home and announced to their mate ,"1dorl't
love you any more, and I want a divorce!" This is a great
tragedy, and the tragedy is always the greatest for any
children involved. With very, very few exceptions in my
experience, the individuals are less happy after a divorce
than they were before; even while they were embroiled
in an unhappy marriage. It is obvious that God hates di-
vorce (see Malachi 2:74-1.6). Malachi 2:1.4, "Yet ye say,
wherefore? Because the Lord hath been witness be-
tween thee and the wife of any youth, against whom
thou hast dealt treacherously, yet is she thy companion,
and the wife of the covenant. v 15, And did not He make
one? Yet had he the residue of the spirit. And wherefore
one? That he might seek a Godly seed. Therefore, take
heed to your spirit, and let none treacherously against
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the wife of his youth. For the Lord, the God of Israel,
saith that He hateth putting away - ..." There is only
Biblical grounds for divorce and that is on the basis of
sexual infidelity in marriage (see Matthew 5:37,32, "|t
hath been said, "Whosoever shall put away his wife, let
him give her a writing of divorcement; but, I say unto
you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for
the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery,
and whosoever will marry her that is divorced
committeth adultery"). Now, it is not my purpose here to
put any believer who has been divorced under condem-
nation. I am trying to encourage the reader who is hav-
ing difficulties with his or her marriage.

I'd like to share a few personal experiences in this re-
gard which I believe will be helpful. I cannot really say
that I have ever heard the Lord speak to me in an audible
voice. When I hear the voice of God, it is a still, small
voice down in my spirit or it appears as a thought in my
mind. One must be very careful in interpreting such in-
ner messages, for they can be of three different sources.
The thought or inner word may be from the Lord, or it
may be from the devil, or it may be simply from our own
mind or soul. However, on at least three occasions, I
have heard a word from the Lord that was so distinct
that it almost seemed like an audible voice. I believe the
most definitive word I have ever heard from the Lord in
my Christian experience would be helpful here. 1n7969,
I was taking a shower early one morning in Maine en
route on a trip to Canada. It was about 6:30 in the morn-
ing and I was not expecting to hear God speak to me at
all. I was simply getting ready to shower and not particu-
larly thinking about the Lord, when all of a sudden I
heard in my inner man the following words, " If you will
be faithful to My word, obey My statutes, keep My pre-
cepts and commandments, and love My Son,I will take
you through, your wife through, your children through,
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and the house through." I knew beyond any shadow of
doubt at that moment that God had spoken to me. Those
words, a "RHEMA" from God, have meant so much to
me. I have recalled them on many, many occasions since
when the going was rough. I am as sure that that word
was from God as I am sitting in a chair before this type-
writer. I believe God and believe that if I will be faithful
(and note that it was a conditional promise) God will
take my wife, my children, and our house through into
His kingdom. That is really a precious promise!

For the first 19 years of our marriage, our home was
out of order. Elizabeth took care of the house and raised
our three children, and I took care of the office and the
practice of medicine. We were huppy but simply had
different spheres of authority and thought we were do-
ing right! However, as we grew in the knowledge of
God's word, it became obvious that our home was out
of order. God wanted me as the husband to be the head
of the house and to be the priest in our home, and I had
simply defaulted on the job! It was a painful turn
around experience for both my wife and me as we
sought God in how to straighten out the situation. The
climax came about in December 1973 when I was trying
to get my wife to "submit" and was doing this in the flesh
rather than in love and in the Holy Spirit. We had been
having local church meetings in our home from
1970-1975 and after our family stress, the anointing sim-
ply was lifted from the meetings and I stopped them
completely in 7975.I told the Lord that I would never
teach a Sunday School class, would never have a home
Bible study, or would never serve in any form of leader-
ship capacity again, until our home was in proper and
divine order. We went at least three years without any
form of ministry at all. God faithfully worked, however,
and has now made my home a place which to my mind
is truly "HEAVEN ON EARTH." I try to teach young
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physicians working with me that one must get the fol-
lowing three priorities in order, God first, family second,
and occupation (work, ministry, profession) third.

A very important step in doing this is to have family
devotions. We learned several years ago, when our three
children were younger, that while they did not like to sit
still for a 30 minute time of Bible study and prayer, that
they did not mind a five minute period six nights in a
row at all. We then began to get together right after sup-
per each night, and read one chapter of the Bible to-
gether, and then have a round of prayer. Each of the five
of us would read a few verses (thus if the chapter of the
Bible had 25 verses, we would read five verses apiece
around and in order) and then each of us would pray.
This takes literally no more than about five to seven or
eight minutes. Yet it has been a wonderful thing in our
home! Indeed, at times our children have had friends
over at the time for our family devotion, and they have
been invited to participate, and many, many of them
have appreciated being included and have wanted to re-
turn and participate. In fact, several times friends of our
children have prayed out loud during the family devo-
tions and thanked the Lord for allowing them to be
present in the family devotions!

My wife and I have found that praying together, as
husband and wife, every morning before I go to work,
and every evening before we go to bed, has definitely
strengthened our home and our marriage. What I am
tryingto sayis thatlbelieve that simplybeinga Christian
is not enough for both husband and wife, that both part-
ners of the marriage must commit themselves to the
Lord Jesus Christ, the word of God, and treat their mar-
riage as a covenant made before God. If that is done, and
the word of God is regularly read in the home and
prayer and spiritual warfare is made, I believe that the

9t
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strongest marriages on earth will result and be protected
from enemy onslaught by the angels of Almighty God.

A final word to fathers may be helpful. Sometime
ago, I was impressed with the first few verses of Job in
this regard. job 1:1 and following tells us "There was a
man in the Land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that
man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God
and eschewed evil. And there were born unto him seven
sons and three daughters. Verse 4, " Arrd his sons went
and feasted in their houses, every one his day; and sent
and called for their three sisters to eat and to drink with
them. Now here is the verse I want to stress - verse 5 -"And it was so, when the days of their feasting were
gone about, that Job sent and sanctified them, and rose
up early in the morning and offered burnt offerings ac-

cording to the number of them all, for Job said, It may be
that my sons have sinned, and cursed God in their
hearts. Thus did Job continually (the Hebrew says: "all
the days"). The point that I saw in my heart was that Job
sanctified his children. To sanctify means to "set apart as

holy." Now, God is no respecter of persons (Acts 10:34)

and that means that if Job could sanctify his children,
then you and I can sanctify our children! That is a very
important job for every father (or head of the home) to do!
I believe that in our morning prayers, we can pray for our
children and ask God to forgive them of their sins, if they
have not sought the Lord as they should, tobe merciful to
them and to forgive them, if they have been cold or indif-
ferent to God's word, to be gracious unto them and to
draw them unto Himself, and ask God to be gentle with
them and protect them from the wicked one and to sanc-
tify them. I believe that as their father, or spiritual cover-
ing, we can do this for our wives and our children and
that if every father would pray that every day for his chil-
dren (and every mother would do that for her children),
that our homes would be strengthened immeasurably! I
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commend that practice to you, fathers. I am so thankful
for a wonderful Christian wife. All three of our children
are born again Christians and I am truly thanKul to God
for that wonderful assurance. May God bless you as you
begin to stand in the gap for your family, to sanctify them,
to start a daily reading of the word of God in your home. I
believe it is not too early to begin praying now for the
mates for your children - that God would raise up won-
derful Bible believing, committed Christian partners in
life for your children and to be working in their homes
preparing them for the life ahead. Muy God truly bless
your home. I believe it will be a wonderful witness to
those in the world who come from broken, unhappy,
bruised homes to walk into a huppy Christian home and
simply seeing the children getting along with each other,
honoring the parents, and the parents loving each other,
they will know that something REAL is in that house that
they want. We have had many people report that they
feel a peace in our house when they come in, and we give
the Lord Jesus Christ all the thanks and praise for that. If
there is such a thing as a "haunted house" (and I sincerely
believe there is) where demons dwell in a house - then
there must also be the opposite, a "Godly home" where
the presence of the Lord is real. God bless you and your
family.
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TIf one but casually reads the New Testament, one fact
stands out over and over again: the ministry of our Lord
Jesus Christ centered around four things - teaching,
preaching, healing, and deliverance. Matthew 8:16 tells
us, "When the even was come, they brought unto Him
many that were possessed with devils: and He cast out
the spirits with (His) word, and healed all that were
sick." And in Acts 10:38 we read, "How God anointed Je-
sus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power :

who went about doing good, and healing all that were
oppressed of the devil; for God was with him." probably
no more controversial subject was thrust into the modern
day move of God than the recrudescence of the ministry
of deliverance, or exorcism, or casting out of demon spir-
its, which broke forth among the body of Christ in a new
wave in the late 1960's. Many eminent Bible teachers led
the way in that move and thousands of Christians were
set free of tormenting powers in their lives that they sim-
ply had not been able to overcome by any other way. The
subject was even carried over by the ungodly media with
such movies as "The Exorcist" and the like. During the
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1970's, the subject of deliverance seemed to die down to
some extent, and many of the former teachers turned to
other subjects.I should simply like to share with you my
personal experiences in this regard and pray that this
may be of help to many who might read this chapter'

At the onset,I suggest that the reader read the follow-
ing prayer aloud and agree with it in his or her heart be-
fore proceeding any further, "Dear Heavenly Father, I
come to you now in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. I
ask you to forgive me of all my sins, known and un-
known, committed or omitted, in jesus name. Dear God,
I pray that you will protect my mind, body, spirit as I
read this book from any error or any influence from Sa-

tan or the kingdom of darkness. I pray, dear Cod, that
whatever words are from You will be quickened to my
heart, that any words that are not from you will be

stricken from my memory, and I pray that Satan and all
his hordes will be powerless to block my mind or attack
me in arry way as I read this book. I submit myself to You,
dear Lord God Jehovah, in ]esus name, and in jesus

name and by the power of His blood, I resist Satan and
his kingdom. Now, dear God of Israel, I draw close to
You in prayer and ask that You draw close to me and re-

veal your truth to my heart. I pray this in Jesus precious
name/ Amen."

Before looking into the pertinent scriptures of this
topic,I feel I should simply share a bit of my Personal tes-

timony in this regard. Having trusted Christ Jesus as my
personal Savior and Lord in7963, and having been bap-
tized in the Holy Spirit, together with my wife on the
same night in7969, we both had been trying to live the
Christian life to the best of our abilities. However, the
story that will now be told happened first one night in
February 1970.I previously documented some of this in
the book, "Car. a Christian Have a Demon?" written by
Rev. Don Basham, published in1977by Whitaker Books.
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I recommend that little book to anyone interested in the
subject, and it is listed in the references at the end of this
book.

One night in February 1970,I had a filthy dream. As I
got up that night the realization flashed through -y
mind, that this dream was certainly not from the Lord,
and that the dream was certainly not from my natural
mind, for I was trying to live a Christian life every day,
and that therefore the dream must be from the enemy!
The only conclusion that I could reach was that during
the day, when I was awake, alert, and in control of my
senses, that Satan was not able to implant such thoughts
into my consciousness for I would resist them in Jesus
name. However, at night when fatigued or benumbed
by deep sleep, the enemy could implant a thought or a
dream into the subconscious mind that could not other-
wise be manifested. I then passed the "sonic barrier," in-
tellectually speaking, of going from wondering if I could
have a demon, to knowing without a shadow of a doubt
that I did! There are two reactions at this point that I have
observed among Christians when confronted with such
a choice. The first one is to loudly deny such a possibility
can exist and to close their minds and conversations and
refuse to discuss the matter further, and the second is to
immediately react with righteous anger and to say that
he wants no part of Satan whatever and that if any Sa-
tanic force, evil spirit, or demon does exist within him,
that he (or she) wants it out immediately and wants
nothing else to do with it! My reaction was the second
one, I was convinced that I had a demon in me, and I
wanted it out at all costs! The very next morning,I could
not go to work. I called Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Rutkin, Holy
Spirit baptized Hebrew Christian friends, and asked if I
might come by their house. Although they were prepar-
ing to leave on a flight to Israel later the very same day,
they graciously allowed me to come by their home for an
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hour or two. I told them that I had a demon in me and
that I needed deliverance. They began to counsel me, in-
struct me, and to pray for me, and deliverance began,
praise the Lord! The process continued, with various pe-
riods of respite, for the next five days. After the Rutkins
left, Rev. and Mrs. Howard Coffee prayed for me for
many, many hours. I believe that I had prayers of deliv-
erance for a total of about 15 hours over the next five
days, and should estimate that well over 100 to 150
demon spirits came out of me by name.

To give the reader who may have had no previous
experience with such a ministry a bit more insight, a few
details might be in order. Brother Rutkin after an initial
prayer pleading the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ over
those present, would simply speak to me in an audible
voice, in English, and would address himself to the
demon spirit within me. In other words, he would say,
"What is your name, demon? Speak, in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ!" I would then hear a voice speaking
through my own larynx, with an entirely different tone
than my normal voice, speak out and say, "Finger nail
biting!" Now, I had bitten my finger nails all of my life
before that time, and simply could never get the victory
over that unpleasant habit. When the demon spirit iden-
tified itself, than Brother and Sister Rutkin would say,
"Come out, you spirit of finger nail biting, in the nurr," of
the Lord Jesus Christ, and go a long way off, not into
anyone or anything nearby!" I would then feel a pulling
down inside my body, and subsequently as they would
continue to pray, in English or in another tongue as the
Holy Spirit gave the utterance, I would suddenly begin
to cough the demon spirit out. I felt a great sense of relief
or release as the spirit would leave me. This process con-
tinued by the hour, with man/, many spirits naming
themselves. These included " Allergy, sinusitis, postnasal
drip, hay fever" - for example, and many others. I used
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to have a regular bill from the drugstore for medicines as

antihistamines, steroid nasal sprays, and occasionally
antibiotics but all of this improved after my deliverance.
I must say that many years later, now that I am over 78

years of age, I still have a problem with a chronic
postnasal drip. I know of other Christians who were
cured or delivered by the Lord yet in whom many years
later, some of the same problems returned to some degree
and I cannot give an adequate explanation for all the ef-
fects of agingbut I still know that deliverance and healing
are real and are from the Lord. On about the second or
third night of the deliverance period that I experienced in
1970,Iwas being particularly tormented by the demons. I
was quite incapable of obtaining deliverance from some-
thing that was particularly distressing to me. I prayed in
English and in tongues, my wife prayed with me, and I
simply was being thrown about and was distressed and
could not get free. I then called Pastor Howard Coffee in
the middle of the night and begged him to come to my
home and pray for me, and praise God!- that precious
brother came to my home at 2 AM in the morning and
prayed with me, and I will always be grateful to God for
the help he gave me in my hour of need. Brother Coffee
spoke to the demon tormenting me and said, "What is
your name? Speak, in the name of Jesus Christ!" The
demon spoke through my voice box, again in a high
pitched unnatural intonation, and said, "You don't
know my name and I'm NOT coming out!" Brother Cof-
fee replied, "Jesus knows your name, and you HAVE to
come out!" This went back and forth for a minute or two,
and then Brother Coffee went over to my desk, and
wrote down something on a small piece of paper, -"Suicide." When he commanded the spirit of suicide to
come out of me, in Jesus name, I was thrown on the bed,
began to cough and retch violently, and then coughed or
regurgitated up a ball of fleshy looking material which to
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my mind, I had certainly not eaten or partaken of that
evening. I felt a great release, and we both began to pray
and thank our God for setting me free of that spirit. A
point I want to emphasize is that I had not contemplated
suicide before to my knowledge in my life. I did have a
period of several days of depression in1960 when many
illnesses and pressures were upon me, but I realized that
if the spirit of suicide spoke to me in my mind and told
me to pull the trigger, that I would have instantly re-
jected such a suggestion. However, the spirit of suicide
simply waits, and waits-and waits- until his cronies
have done their work. When pressure, fear,fatigue, sick-
ness, financial problems, home problems, work prob-
lems, and many others are all doing their nefarious jobs,
then at the right moment, a voice can simply whisper in
one's mind, "I know an easy way out! Why not simply
take that whole bottle of sleeping capsules this eve-
ning?" There had been suicides in distant family rela-
tives in our family, and I am convinced that this was the
route that this spirit had used to enter my life. Praise the
Lord Jesus Christ, however, He set me free and He can
do the same thing for you, and wants to do it, too. Joel
2:32and Romans 10:13 are Old and New Testament con-
firmations of this. Romans 10:13 tells us, "For whosoever
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." Joel
2:32 tells us, "And it shall come to pass, that whosoever
shall call on the name of the Lord shall be delivered: for
in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as
the Lord hath said, and in the remnant whom the Lord
shall call." By the way, the word translated "saved" in
Romans 10:13 is"sozo" in the Greek, and according to
Strong's Concordance, this means "to save, deliver or
protect, heal, preserve, save, do well, or to make whole."
In other words, the Greek word for salvation or being
saved in the New Testament includes the whole pack-
age of the Gospel, Jesus came to save us from our sins,
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to deliver us from the enemy, to protect us from the ad-
versary, and to heal us from our sicknesses. All the good
things and provisions of God come to us through a liv-
ing faith in our Lord Jesus Christ!

I have learned by experience that Satan has a
nine-fold step of teaching to Christians with regards to
demon spirits and deliverance. You, the reader, may be
able to identify with this to some degree. Usually the line
of reasoning proceeds as follows, and in this order:

1) There are no such things as demons. That is a fig-
ment of the imagination!

2) There may have been demons back in Bible time,
but that was simply antiquity when people were not as
enlightened as they are today.

3) Demons may exist today, but only in such places as
Africa, Haiti, places of Voodoo worship, India (where
they throw children to the crocodiles and the like). Cer-
tainly, they do not exist in the United States!

4) Well, demons may exist in the United States, How
can I explain such things as the Manson gang murders,
the fact that there is now an active church of Satan wor-
ship in the United States, that there are blood sacrifices of
animals found in the Miami river by police, and the like?
Yes, demons may exist, even today, and in the United
States, but they are in the unbelievers, and in the lost!

5) Demons don't exist in born again Christians! But,
how can I explain the fact that I knew that brother or sis-
ter so-and-so had a real experience with the Lord ]esus
Christ several years ago, but they have now rejected
God, their home is destroyed, they have turned to drugs,
and gone into the occult? However, certainly demons
cannot exist in Holy Spirit baptized Christians!

6) Demons may even exist in Holy Spirit baptized
Christians. I cannot otherwise explain the actions of cer-
tain Godly men and women who have had their homes
broken after 25,30, 35 years of marriage and run off with

t0t



r02 A Physicion's Foith

teenaged girls, and had a lifetime of ministry destroyed
for a night or a few hours of carnal pleasure. What hap-
pened in such a life? A recent tragic experience in our
church, Upper Room Assembly of God bore such wit-
ness to this truth that it in large measure led to the print-
ing of the second edition of this book. A young married
man had a tremendous encounter with Christ and not
only wrote up his testimonybut was known as an active
personal witness for many years in our church. He
served actively in the Sunday school department and
seemed to usually manifest the joy of the Lord in a

huppy Christian family. Yet this man took a trip with his
wife, and then tragically murdered his wife and then
took his own life by suicide. How else can one explain
this horrible occurrence? To say he never was truly
saved is to deny nearly 17 years of active church atten-
dance and being an effective soul winner. I believe the
only real explanation for such a tragedy is that somehow
a demonic invasion of this man's heart had occurred.

7)Yes, perhaps demons may exist in Holy Spirit bap-
tized Christians, but there is one thing for certain, they
may exist in other Holy Spirit baptized or committed
Christians, but they do not exist in ME!

8) The final step, dear Christian, is the realization
that, Yes! I have a force, a power, an unclean presence in
my life that pulls me down, keeps me in bondage, never
lets me get the victory, and this thing is NOT from God,
but it is from Satan. I have a demon in me, and I want it
out, NOW, in Jesus name!

The first step to victory is to acknowledge the situa-
tion, to acknowledge the truth. The first step to salvation
is to realize that one is a sinner, and that Christlesus paid
for our sins, and to simply confess that to Cod and to re-
pent and turn from our sins and ask the Lord Jesus
Christ to forgive us of all our sins and to take them away.
The first step to receiving the baptism in the Holy Spirit
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and to speak in another tongue as the Holy Ghost give
the utterance is to simply accept what the scriptures
teach about this and agree with God. Then, one simply
asks God the Father to baptize us in the Holy Ghost in
the name of Jesus Christ, and Cod will do it.

I believe being baptized in the Holy Spirit is essential
to keeping one's deliverance and therefore strongly urge
anyone seeking deliverance to have the power of the
Holy Spirit operating in their life first. One must simply
put down the arguments that he has received from the
teachings of man, denomination, semindtf r and other
sources - and believe the Bible exactly as it is written,
and accept it like a little child. When one comes to God
that way, truly one can be able to receive progressive
light into the kingdom of God. God's word is true! It also
works like a medicine,like a heavenly prescription, that
gets better and better as one moves along in life!
(Proverbs 4:20-22, and Proverbs 4:18.)

Fortunately, God is now bringing the ministry of de-
liverance back across the body of Christ. There were a

small number of deliverance ministers who remained ac-
tive and faithful across the nation, - ds Brothers Frank
Hammond, Win Worley, Frank Marzullo, Derek Prince
and others, but these have in large measure gone to their
heavenly reward. However, the need for deliverance
from demonic power is so widespread and needed at
this hour, that I am sure a whole host of new believers
will be raised up by the Holy Spirit to be used to set
God's people free from all the shackles that have come
into their lives through the evil hours we have been liv-
i.g - before they committed their lives to Christ Jesus.
The entire scene of drugs, narcotics, fears, violence, secu-
lar humanism, cults, rebellion, abortion, women's libera-
tion movement, and many, many others, including rock
music, acid rock, punk rock, and the like - must be
thrown out of the believers life by the power of God in

r03
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Jesus'name. Until these things, and they are real living
personalities, are removed by the power of God, the be-
liever simply can never obtain the ability and strength to
overcome as will be needed in these last days. We are
moving into a time of intense spiritual warfare, and open
confrontation will occur between the Army of God and
the Army of Satan. Prepare for the battle, dear believer,
and know this, Jesus has already won the victory! We
simply need to appropriate it - stand on the word -and even if we lose our physical life in the struggle, our
eternal place of victory in Heaven has already been
prepared by our precious Savior!
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I he purpose of this bookis not only to help both physi-
cian and patient alike learn that the Bible is absolutely
true and relevant to their lives today. A second goal ex-
ists - to hopefully help the reader to begin to apply Bi-
ble truths in order to bring greater health, happiness,
and the blessings of God into their own present reality -at home, on the job, or wherever. In other words, we
want to be able to go on from principles to pragmatics,
just as one must finally leave medical school and go into
actual clinical practice, so we want to be able to proceed,
spiritually speaking, from doctrine to experience. In or-
der to do this, the subject of deliverance - being of such
major importance as to constitute essentially one-fourth
of our Lord Jesus' entire ministry here on earth (preach-
ing, teaching, healing, casting out demons - see Mat-
thew 1.0:7-8; Mark 3:14-15; Luke 4:18; Luke 1.3:32) - it is
necessary to give further consideration to this point.
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There are many practical questions that need to be
answered:

L) How to know whether or not you need
deliverance?

2) How do I actually get delivered? How to obtain
this?

3) How to hold your deliverance, once obtained?

4) How to keep getting delivered, or to walk in
deliverance thereafter?

Before getting into these practical points, however, I
believe it is proper to point out some basic scriptural
points that must be based on the word of God - the ex-
pressly written scriptures of the Holy Bible.

The Lord Jesus is answering a problem question pre-
sented by the Sadducees said (Mark 1.2:24) - 

"dnd jesus
answering said unto them, do ye not therefore err, be-
cause ye know not the scriptures, neither the power of
God?"

At the outset, one must not simply cite one scripture
as a "cop-out" and not consider all that the Bible has to
say on a subject. One often hears that a believer cannot
harbor a demon spirit within him because 1 John 4:4
says, "Ye are of God, little children and have overcome
them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is
in the world." I obviously have no fault with that verse of
scripture. However, just as you can have some
Krugerrands in your house and some garbage in your
kitchen at the same time, and I believe there will be no
controversy that the Krugerrands are definitely of
greater intrinsic value than the garbage, the presence of
the golden coins does not automatically expel the gar-
bage from the home. This is perhaps a fafu analogy in
that if one is physically incapable of carrying out the gar-
bage themselves, they can by using the financial power
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of the Krugerrands obtain a helper to enable them to get
the garbage thrown out!

In the scripture cited (Mark12:24) - when the Lord
Jesus pointed out that they erred because they knew not
the scriptures, the word " err" in the Greek is planeo
(plan-ah-o) which means (Strong's Concordance) to
ROAM (from safety, truth or virtue) or to go astray (de-
ceive, err, seduce, wander, be out of the way). It comes
from "planay" which means fraudulence, subjectively a

straying from orthodoxy or piety. It is therefore obvious
that we will go astray if we know not the scriptures and
the power of God.

Let us therefore set aside our preconceived ideas, the
things we have learned from man, our formed preju-
dices and the like, and let us consider with an open mind
what the Bible has to say on the subject of deliverance.
Again it is proper to pray at this point before proceeding
further. One might pray something like this, "Dear
Heavenly Father, I come to you now in Jesus name. I ask
you to forgive me of all my sins. I rededicate my life to
the Lord Jesus Christ right now and confess Him alone
as my Saviour and the Lord of my life. I ask for the pro-
tection of the blood of the Lord jesus Christ over my
mind as I read and study this book. Give me discernment
through the Holy Spirit to know the wheat from the
chaff - to learn truth from error - and protect me from
all deception and error from any of the enemy's wiles. I
submit to you, dear Heavenly Father, in Jesus name. I re-
sist you now, Satan, and all your dominion in the name
of Jesus Christ. Dear Heavenly Father, I draw near to you
in prayer, and know that you will draw near to me and
answer this prayer now, for I pray it in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen."

It is interesting to study the first miracle performed
by the Lord Jesus Christ recorded in the gospel of Mark
and to consider not only what happened, but where it
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happened, and to whom it happened. Mark 7:21-28 tells
us, "And they went into Capernaum, and straightway
on the Sabbath day he entered into the synagogue and
taught. And they were astonished at his doctrine; for he
taught them as one that had authority, and not as the
scribes. And there was in their synagogue a man with an
unclean spirit and he cried out, saying, Let us alone;
what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth?
Art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art,
the Holy One of God. And ]esus rebuked him, saying,
Hold thy peace, and come out of him. And when the un-
clean spirit had torn him, and cried with a loud voice, he
came out of him. And they were all amazed, insomuch
that they questioned among themselves, saying, what
thing is this? What new doctrine is this? For with author-
ity commandeth he even the unclean spirits, and they do
obey him. And immediately his fame spread abroad
throughout all the region round about Galilee." I think it
is no accident that the first miracle of our Lord Jesus
Christ recorded in MarKs gospel was the casting out of
an unclean spirit - and also that this first deliverance
service occurred right in the middle of a congregation of
believers in God. Obviously in the time of Christ, those
going into a synagogue on the Sabbath day would be
the true fellowship of believers of the Lord God jeho-
vah, the Holy One of Israel, quite analogous to going
into a Holy Spirit filled church congregation today.
There certainly was no problem in the Lord Jesus being
exposed to worldly places or carnal individuals, for in
Matthew 9:1.0-1.2 we read, "And it came to pass, as Jesus
sat at meat in the house, behold, many publicans and
sinners came and sat down with him and his disciples,
Why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners? But
when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be
whole need not a physician, but they that are sick." That
verse, also, by the way, gives a strong scriptural warrant
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to a sickbeliever going to a physician for help rather than
trying to go it on his or her own by faith and without
medical help, for it was the Lord Jesus Christ Himself
who said in that verse that the sickneed a physician! The
point I am making about deliverance, however, was that
the first deliverance service occurred right in the middle
of a fellowship service in the household of God on a Sab-
bath morning! It seems interesting that a demon was first
cast out of one of the attenders there, rather than out of
one of the harlots or ungodly tax collectors with whom
the Lord also associated! That story by itself, however,
does not establish the fact that the demonized individual
was a believer, so let us proceed further.

Returning to the first chapter of Mark, shortly after the
event mentioned (apparently the same evening) Mark
1:32 tells us "And at even, when the sun did set, they
brought unto him all that were diseased, and them that
were possessed with devils." This translation has caused
many, many problems for Bible students. The word trans-
lated "possessed" with devils is "daimonizomai" and is
used every time in Matthew and Mark- eleven times -and translated as "possessed with devils." The word
(Strong's Concordance) is pronounced "Dahee-monid'-
zom-ahee) and means to be exercised by a demon, to have
a demon, to be vexed with a demon, to be possessed with
demons, or literally "to be demonized." I think it is very
important to realize that the scripture is simply saying
that an individual is "demonized." It is NOT saying that
the person is "possessed" or is "oppressed" or whatever

- there is no use in arguing whether a believer can be
possessed by a demon or not, since that is simply a word
used by the translators. Obviously, if the believer has been
purchased with a price by the blood of the Lord Jesus
Christ, he or she is now the property of and is owned by
the Lord. (I Corinthians 6:19-20 tells us, "What? Know ye
not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which
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is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?
For ye are bought with a price - therefore, glorify God in
your body and in your spirit, which are God's." I Corinthi-
ansT'23 also says, "Ye are bought with a price; be not ye
the servants of men." The same Bible also in speaking to
believers tells us Ephesians 4:27,"Nelther give place to the
devil." Why would the Bible tell us NOT to give place to
the devil - IF we could not give place to the devil? I be-
lieve God is the God of all knowledge (I Samuel2:3) and
He knows what to say! A very strong verse however, to
my mind is 2 Corinthians 7:'L: " ... Dearly beloved, let us
cleanse ourselves from allfilthiness of the flesh and spirit,
perfecting holiness in the fear of God." That one verse to
my mind solves the problem. Paul is obviously writing to
born again Christians, fellow members of the faith and
household of God, for he specifically addresses this state-
ment to "Dearly beloved"! I see no logical reason to think
that this applies to any other than the believers. He then
includes himself in the category when he says let us
cleanse ourselves to give further evidence that he is iden-
tifying himself with the group to whom he is writing.
Then he points out that there is a need for cleansing
among the dearly beloved persons and himself - for he
admonishes them to cleanse themselves from all filthiness
of the FLESH and SPIRIT. That simply means to me that
we can have filthiness in our flesh that needs to be
cleansed, even though we are believers. One cannot
doubt that one can be a born again Christian and still be
smoking - still be drinking - still be gluttonous - and
have many, many other fleshly unclean actions and attrib-
utes that have not as yet been dealt with. Likewise, if there
is filthiness of the SPIRIT, it is obvious that Paul is NOT
talking about the Holy Spirit, but about OUR spirit. One
might interpret this as filthy spirits in our soulish man,
however, I prefer to simply believe it as it is, and that our
spirit can be filthy and need deliverance and cleansino
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even after we are saved and born again by the Holy Spirit
of God. In case the reader does not accept that point yet,
let us table it for the moment, and go on to a more specific
case in point.

A very important scriptural account of a believer's
need for deliverance is found in Luke 73:70-76. "And He
was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath.
And, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of in-
firmity eighteen years, and was bowed together, and
could in no wise lift up herself. And when ]esus saw her,
he called her to him, and said unto her, Woman, thou art
loosed from thine infirmity. And He laid His hands on
her: and immediately she was made straight, and glori-
fied God. And the ruler of the synagogue answered with
indignation, because that Jesus had healed on the Sab-
bath day, and said unto the people, There are six days in
which men ought to work: in them therefore come and
be healed, and not on the Sabbath day. The Lord then
answered him, and said, Thou hypocrite, does not each
one of you on the Sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the
stall, and lead him away to watering? And ought not this
woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan
hath bound,lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from this
bond on the Sabbath day?" Now we need to consider
this incident very, very carefully. Note the following
points: (1) the settingand persons involved. The account
occurred in the synagogue - i.e. in the proper assembly
or fellowship of the household of God or the called out
company of believers of that day ; (2) the event transpired
on the Sabbath - on the day of worship of that day; (3)

there was no question that this was a specifically stipu-
lated demonic problem or need for deliverance and not
some other form of healing for the crippling, deforming
type of arthritic involvement that the woman had for the
scripture tells us that she had a "spirit of infirmity" and
that Jesus "loosed" her from her infirmity; (a) perhaps
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and furthermore that "Satan had bound" her for 18 years

- the most important point of this particular account for
us is that the Lord jesus Christ tells us specifically that
the woman who was set free "ought to be set free" be-
cause she was "a daughter of Abraham."

Let us lookinto that specific point further, as it is very
important. The woman from whom the Lord Jesus cast
out or delivered of the spirit of infirmity which had
plagued her for 18 years was: (1) in church, (2) on the
Sabbath, (3) a daughter of Abraham, and (4) immediately
after her deliverance, the first thing she did was to glo-
rify God! We must not lose sight of the significance of the
fact that the Lord Jesus told us that the woman involved
was a "daugher of Abraham." In Luke 19:9 the LordJesus
spoke to Zacchaeus and said "And jesus said unto him,
This day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as

He also is a son of Abraham." Thus, the LordJesus Christ
identified Himself unequivocally as a son of Abraham.
One should read Romans 4:11-13, and 16-17 to get fur-
ther light on this point, but the most significant scrip-
tures to my mind relating to this point are in Galatians,
chapter 3. Galatians 3:7 tells us, "Know ye therefore, that
they which are of faith, the same are the children of
Abraham." And Galatians 3:29 tells us, "And if ye be
Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs accord-
ing to the promise." The total context of the deliverance
of the arthritic woman attests to the fact that the Lord Je-
sus Christ was considering her not only as a legal, fleshly
genetic descendent of Abraham, but was looking upon
her spiritual inheritance as well since she was: (1) in
church, (2) on the Sabbath, (3) had been bound by Satan
for years and years, and strong evidence that she was
truly a believer in the Lord God of Israel was her imme-
diate response to the deliverance of giving glory to God.
I think one is on very thin grounds to consider this
woman an unbeliever in the God of Israel. We also need
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to remember that I Peter 5:8 tells us: "Be sober, be vigi-
lant, because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour, whom re-
sist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflic-
tions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the
world." This is obviously referring to believers. The word
"affliction" here is pathema, "something under-gone, i.e.
hardship or pain; subjectively an emotion or influence:
affection, affliction, suffering." It is from a presumed der-
ivation of "pathos" - which means suffering. This tells
us that believers experience the same sufferings that un-
believers in this world. The difference is, however, that
since "greater is He that is within us, than he that is in the
world," if we know our scriptural position and exercise
that authority in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we
can then overcome the enemy and unclean torments can
be cast out in the name of Jesus Christ. One might ask
why does the believer need to experience sufferings in
this world? All that I can say is that for one to be an
overcomer, there must be something to overcome! The
importance of being an overcomer is repeatedly stressed
in scripture (Revelation 2:26,3:5,72,27,21:7 are only a

few examples). Note the promises of God to the
overcomer in just a few of these examples - Revelation
3:5, "He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in
white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the
book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father,
and before His angels." "Him that overcometh will I
make a pillar in the temple of My God, and He shall go
no more out, and I will write upon him the name of my
God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new
|erusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my
Cod; and I will write upon him my new name." "To him
that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne,
even as I also overcame, and am set down with my



H4 A Physicion's Faith

Father in His throne." Thus, the overcomer is promised
in these three verses:

1) To be clothed in white raiment (the righteousness
of saints Revelation 19:8)

2) To not have his name blotted out of the book of
life
3) That the Lord Jesus will confess his or her name
before God the Father and the angels

4) To be made a pillar in the temple of God

5) To have God's name written upon Him and also

Jesus will write His new name on him

6) To sit with Jesus in His throne

I have heard the story of someone who saw a caterpil-
lar trying desperately to break out of his cocoon, and feel-
ing sorryr for the poor insect in his struggle, the person
peeled away the edges of the cocoon and lifted the poor
caterpillar out. Shortly thereafter, however, the insect
died - the very struggle to break forth was necessary to
develop the strength to fly away as a beautiful butterfly!
"He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith
unto the churches!

Another important Bible account that one must
study carefully when considering evidence that a be-
liever in the Lord Jesus Christ can need deliverance from
an evil spirit relates to the story of Simon the sorcerer in
Acts chapter 8. I suggest that the reader carefully peruse
ActsS:9-24 at this point. The story tells us of a mighty re-
vival that occurred in the city of Samaria under the mi-
nistry of Philip the evangelist. "Then Philip went down
to the city of Samaria and preached Christ unto them.
And the people with one accord gave heed unto those
things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the mira-
cles which he did. For unclean spirits, crying with loud
voice, came out of many that were possessed with them,
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and many taken with palsies and that were lame, were
healed. And there was great joy in that city." The context
of the story to that point is that these supernatural events
of deliverance and healing were occurring among peo-
ple who were giving heed to the preaching of Jesus
Christ! But, let us look specifically and literally at the ac-
count told us of one man - Simon.

Acts 8:9 following, "But there was a certain man,
called Simon, which beforetime in the same city used
sorcery, and bewitched the people of Samaria, glving out
that himself was some great to whom they all
gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, This
man is the power of God." (Note that the legal back-
ground for Simon's need for exorcism is that he had been
heavily involved in the occult and had been in sorcery
and #itchcraft.) "And. to him they had regard, becausl
that of long time he had bewitched them with sorceries."

Now note the following two verses carefully, "BLrt
when they believed Philip preaching the things concern-
ing the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ,
they were baptized, both men and women. Then Simon
himself believed also, and when he was baptized, he
continued with Philip and wondered, beholding the
miracles and signs which were done." One need to stop
at this point and see if the people described in Acts 8:12
were saved or born again or not. These people did three
things: (1) they believed what Philip preached to them
concerning the kingdom of God; (2) they believed what
Philip preached to them concerning the name of Jesus
ChrisU (3) they were then baptized in water. Dear
reader, I submit to you, these folks were soundly saved!
Acts 16:30-3L tells us, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?
And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved and thy house." Mark 1.6:75-76 tells us,
"And He said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth
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and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not
shall be damned." "And these signs shall follow them that
believe,In my name shall they cast out devils, they shall
speakwith new tongues, they shall lay hands on the sick,
and they shall recover." Itis evident from these verses (al-
though many, many more could be cited) that if one truly
believes with all his or her heart that Jesus Christ is Lord
and Saviour, that they will be saved. There were two evi-
dences immediately at hand to prove that these people
were born again or saved: (1) they attested to this by
promptly submitting to water baptism by immersion and
(2) God Almighty attested to the preaching of the word by
Philip by mighty signs and wonders (Acts 8:7)!

Now, if we accept the fact that the people who re-
ceived the preaching of Philip were saved, we then have
to accept the fact that Simon the sorcerer likewise was
saved. Acts 8:13 tells us that "Simon himself believed
also." What did he believe? Obviously, he believed what
the previous verse (Acts 8:12) tells us they believed - i.e.
what Philip preached concerning the kingdom of God,
the name of Jesus Christ, and he confirmed this by being
baptized in water." If we say that Simon was not truly
saved, then we not only have to cast doubt on the dis-
cernment of Philip the evangelist as baptizing a man by
immersion in water who was not truly born again, but
we have to deny the Bible statement of Acts 8:12-13 asbe-
ing sufficient for salvation. This account is very, very im-
portant, not only with regards to deliverance but also
with regards to the baptism in the Holy Spirit. Acts
8:l4-following tells us, "Now when the apostles which
were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the
word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John, who,
when they were come down, prayed for them, that they
might receive the Holy Ghost - for as yet he was fallen
upon none of them - only they were baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus. Then laid they their hands on
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them, and they received the Holy Ghost." The word
translated "fallen" here is epipto which means "to em-
brace (with affection) or seize (with more or less vio-
lence) - fall into, on, upon, lie on or press upon." Thus,
this is a very strong word in the Greek. In other words,
after the apostles prayed for these new converts and laid
hands on them, then the Holy Spirit of God EMBRACED
them! Note that something happened that was obvi-
ously and overtly evident to those nearby, for Acts 8:18
tells us, "And when Simon saw that through laying on of
the apostles hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered
them money saying, Give me also this power, that on
whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy
Ghost." I believe the overt sign that Simon saw was that
when the believers were embraced bv the Holv Ghost
that they began to speak in other tongues and to proph-
esy and to glorify God out loud! This was so fantastic to
Simon that he wanted to try and purchase that power
with money!

Acts 8:20 tells us Peter's response - 
"$qf Peter said

unto him, the money perish with thee, because thou hast
thought that the gift of God may be purchased with
money. Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter; for
thy heart is not right in the sight of God. Repent there-
fore of this thy wickedness and pray God, if perhaps the
thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee." Now, we
get to a scriptural "moment of truth!" In Acts 8:23, Peter
says, "For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness,
and in the bond of iniquity." The fact that Simon was a
believer was further evidenced in the next verse when
he immediately responded, "Then answered Simon, and
said, Pray ye to the Lord for me, that none of these things
which ye have spoken come upon me." Simon's re-
sponse was to ask for prayer! That hardly sounds like the
statement of an unbeliever to me! But, let us look very
carefully at Peter's statement in Acts 8:23. Peter said that
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he "perceived" something about Simon. This word is
"horao" which means to stare at,by implication to dis-
cern clearly @ehold, perceive, see, take heed). In other
words, Peter had spiritual discernment by the operation
of the gifts of the Holy Spirit (discerning of spirits, 1 Co-
rinthians 12:10) in this instance as to the exact situation
going on in Simon's heart. What did Peter discern? He
discerned that Simon was in the gall of bitterness and in
the bond of iniquity. The word gall is "chole" (which
means gall or poison or bile - the same root word from
which we get cholecystectomy for the surgical removal
of the gallbladder) and the most obvious attribute of bile
to the early anatomists was its bitter taste! He also dis-
cerned that Simon was in the bond of iniquity. Bond
here is "sundesmos" which means a joint tie, or liga-
ment, band, bond, or control. Such a joint tie is a good
word for "soul tie" in this instance. If Simon was bound
or in a bond or in bondage, what was he bound by? The
word iniquity (adikia) here means "legal injustice, or
moral wrongfulness (of character, life, or act) "iniquity,
unjust, unrighteousness, wrong" from adikosunjust,
wicked, treacherous, or heathen." In other words, Peter
discerned that Simon was bound or in bondage by an
evil, iniquitous soul tie and from which he obviously
needed immediate relief or deliverance or to have that
bond cut by the power of Jesus Christ. The word "bitter-
ness' here is "pikria" acridity, especially poison, or bitter-
ness). This is the root word from which we get picric acid,
a notablybitter chemical.It comes from "pikros" (perhaps
through the idea of piercing, sharp, pungent, bitter or ac-
rid). The idea of piercing gives further light here when we
consider 1 Timothy 6:10. "For the love of money is the root
of all evil which while some coveted after, they have erred
(or been seduced) from the faith, and pierced themselves
through with many sorrows." Also Ephesians 6:16 tells
us, "Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye
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shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked."
In other words, dear reader, if we do not hold up the
shield of faith, there will be a constant barrage of numer-
ous fiery darts from Satan, the adversary of our souls,
and we can be pierced through with these, unless we
overcome the enemy by the blood of the Lamb, the word
of our testimony, and loving not our lives unto the
death.

There are many, many other scriptures to support
the need for deliverance, not only for the unbeliever, but
for the believer!

A list of those helpful in this study includes:

Luke 4:18

Mark 1,:27-28,32

Luke 73:10-16;19:9

Romans 4:77,72,16-17

Galatians 3:7,29

Acts 8:9-24

Hebrews 12:1.5

Ephesians 4:27

1 Samuel 16:1.4, 23; 78:70;

1 Samuel 28:15-20 (re...Saul)

Psalm '1.8:2,3,46

Psalm 19:72-1.3

PsaImS2:7

PsaIm34:7

Psalm 119:67, 71, 75, 707

Psalm 42:9;43:2

Joel2:32
2 CorinthiansT:'1.
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I John 4:4;2:5; 4:72,78

It is obvious that we cannot go into each of these at
length. It is hoped that these few examples will prompt
the reader to carefully study the entire biblical account of
deliverance from evil spirits. It is fair to point out that the
MOST important things in the Bible are quite often the
things one NEVER hears about in churches. The enemy
of our soul will fight the hardest against those things
which will be most detrimental to his cause! The devil
does NOT want you to get saved - but he certainly
wants even less for you to become committed, to love the
Bible, to be baptised in the Holy Spirit, and for his forces
in and over your life to be put to an open shame and cast
out and humiliated by your faithfully using the power of
the word of God in your life. Let us proceed in the next
chapter to see the actual ways and methods for obtaining
and keeping your deliverance!
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I Iaving considered in the last two chapters a personal
testimony of deliverance and the scriptural basis for de-
liverance,let us now proceed to see how to directly ap-
ply these biblical principles in your own life. In other
words, let us consider the following: (1) how to know
you need deliverance, (2) how to get delivered, (3) how
to hold your deliverance, and (4) how to keep getting de-
livered or to walk in deliverance. This will not be an ex-
haustive approach to the subject by any means so at the
outset, a few pertinent and helpful references should be
mentioned. These, and other excellent Christian publica-
tions are listed in the bibliography at the end of the book.

HOW TO KNOW WHETHER YOU NEED
DELIVERANCE

There are three primary ways that a person can know
whether or not they have a problem of demonic bond-
age that warrants the ministry of deliverance. The first of
these is that you are tormented in a certain, specific way,
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and simply cannot overcome in that particular Problem
and repeatedly fall under condemnation by failing
whenever or usually whenever confronted in that par-
ticular realm. I am speaking here to born again Christians,
to those who are committed to walking in accordance to
God's word, and who are filled with the Holy Spirit. For
example, common examples are in the realms of lust (you
simply cannot avoid reading pornographic magazines,
going to filthy movies, or are bound by masturbation or
having dirty dreams) - and although you pralr fast, cry
out to God, and have tried everything you know to be set

free in this realm. Another common example in the do-
minion of fear (with many, many various forms of specific
phobias - fear of death, fear of disease, fear of blindness,
fear of falling, fear of financial failure, fear of insanity, etc.,
etc.,).I have personally never met a Person who submit-
ted to deliverance who has not been set free of at least
some spirits in the realm of sexual impurity or fear, and
of course, there are many, many others too numerous to
mention. If you know that something torments you, and
you cannot get the victory over it as a believer in Christ
Jesus, you need the ministry of deliverance or exorcism
or to have this thing cast out of your life - in Jesus name.
Remember, Jesus came to set the captive free!

A second way that one can know whether or not they
need deliverance is to pray and ask the Lord to show
them this specifically. Now, at the outset one must under-
stand that there are three "inner voices" we can hear from
when we pray - the voice of the Lord, the voice of the en-
emy, and the voice of our own soul, the mind, will or in-
telligence. One must approach such a prayer as follows,
"Dear Heavenly Father,I come to you now in the name of
your Son, the LordJesus Christ. I confess thatJesus Christ
is my Saviour, my Lord, and my King, and I rededicate
my life to Him right now. I ask you to forgive me of all
sin, known and unknown, recalled or forgotten, omis-
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sion or commission, in the name of Christ Jesus. I now
submit to you, dear Lord, in Jesus name. After submit-
ting to you, dear Lord, I resist the devil, and all his do-
minion, in the name of Jesus Christ. Dear Father,l am of
my own volition, drawing nigh to you, and your word
declares that you will draw nigh to me. I bind any influ-
ences over my mind from Satan, in Jesus name. I bind
any soulish thoughts of my own intelligence, in Jesus
name, that are contrary to the word of God. As David
prayed (Psalm 119:1.73, " I hate vain thoughts; but thy
law do I love.") Dear Heavenly Father, if I need to be de-
livered of any demon spirits operating in my life, and
particularly in the realm of (state your own personal pro-
blem here), I ask you to show me the truth, for the truth
will set me free. If I am in bondage in that realm, I ask
you to deliver me, in Jesus' name. I trust you to show me
the answer and to provide the relief, for I ask that in the
name of the LordJesus Christ. Amen." Such a prayer and
putting the blood of Jesus Christ over our thoughts, and
praying that prayer repeatedly, every day, will set into
motion the power of God to operate in your life and to
bring you unto deliverance.

The third way you can find out whether or not you
need deliverance is by proper counsel and by appropriate
and sound biblical information. The reference sources
listed at the end of this book have been proven effective in
my experience. There are many Satanic counterfeits and
angels of light around so I should recommend that you
stick to that list of references at the outset or to check out
other ministries with those of proven Christian experi-
ence. By the way,l want to mention that I have never
met a person who did not need deliverance, at least in
some time or some way, so that helps remove a consi-
derable portion of the mental stigma - if not all. Just as I
have never met a Christian, who never needed healing
(do you know anyone who never had a common cold or

t23



t24 A Physician's Foith

a fever blister in their life?) - I have never met a Chris-
tian who never needed deliverance. However, just as Je-
sus is our healer, He is our deliverer, but we must avail
ourselves of His prescription or we will not receive the
cure. The prescription of a physician must be taken: it
does no good lying on the shelf. This is afafu and reason-
able example that God's prescription is in the Bible, but it
must be taken, it does no good lying on the shelf.

Now,let us suppose that you KNOW you have a tor-
menting problem, you have prayed about it, and you
feel an inner witness or a nudge from the Holy Spirit that
you really DO need to be set free of that problem in Jesus
name, and/or you have obtained proper spiritual coun-
sel from someone experienced with the deliverance mi-
nistry and they have confirmed to you that deliverance
is in order. What do vou do next?

HOW TO OBTAIN YOUR DELIVEMNCE

If you are certain that you are tormented by the adversary
of our souls and desire deliverance with all your heart,
you can certainly get it through the Lord Jesus Christ!
There are certain prerequisites, biblically speaking, how-
ever, or the situation can be made worse than it was in the
first place! Acts L9:13 tells us, "Then certain of the vaga-
bond Jews, exorcists, took upon them to call over them
which had evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying,
We adjure you byJesus whom Paul preacheth. And there
were seven sons of one Sceva, aJew, and chief of the
Priests, which did so. And the evil spirit answered and
said, jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are ye? And
the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, and
overcame them, and prevailed against them, so that they
fled out of that house naked and wounded." In other
words, it requires more than simply using the name of
the Lord Tesus Christ. A foretaste of that is seen with re-
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gards to healing in Acts 3:'1.6, " And His name through
faith in His name, hath made this man strong, whom ye
see and know; yea, the faith which is by Him hath given
him this perfect soundness in the presence of you a11."

Note that statement, the healing was by using the name
of Jesus Christ through faith in the name of Jesus Christ,
and this faith has its origin in the Lord Jesus Christ! That
combination is important to remember when reading
Joel2:32, "And it shall come to pass that whosoever shall
call on the name of the LORD shall be delivered; for in
Mount ZionandinJerusalem shallbe deliverance, as the
LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom the LORD
shall call."

Therefore, what are the prerequisites for deliver-
ance? First, you as a candidate for deliverance must be
born again and know without a shadow of a doubt that
you have been soundly saved by faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ. Then, it is important for you to be walking in obe-
dience to the Lord and His word - and for there to be no
open sin or rebellion to God in your life. In other words,
if you want deliverance from a morbid fear of death, but
you are not reading your Bible, are not praying regu-
IarIy, are not in fellowship with Christians, and are not
committed to serving and obeying God, you might as
well forget the deliverance. If the demon comes out in a
deliverance service under such circumstances, usually
that demon will be back in the individual before they get
their car out of the parking lot. Luke 77:24-26 tells us,
"When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he
walketh through dry places, seeking rest; and finding
none, he saith, I will return unto my house whence I
came out. And when he cometh, he findeth it swept and
garnished. Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven other
spirits more wicked than himself; and they enter in, and
dwell there; and the last state of that man is worse than
the first." I have seen persons prayed for and delivered
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of demon spirits who then do not follow on with the
Lord. After the problems return, they come for deliver-
ance again at a later date. The deliverance then is much,
much harder to obtain. If the demon spirits return again,
and the believer comes a third time for deliverance, often
the problem is so difficult and so much doubt and unbe-
lief has been generated, that the deliverance is nearly im-
possible to obtain and to hold. Therefore, the ground
work for deliverance is essential, in my opinion, to ob-
taining deliverance. This is just as important as

preparing the soil for a garden and not just throwing
seed on to hard, rocky soil.

The three foundations of an active Christian experi-
ence are: (1) being born again (salvation); (2) being bap-
tized in water by immersion after you have believed
(water baptism); (3) being baptized in the Holy Spirit as

evidenced by speaking in other tongues as the Holy
Ghost gives the utterance, and with the evidence of a
free flowing baptism by praying regularly and daily in
tongues. I believe that if any of these steps have not been
attended to, that they should be handled first.I have not
seen an example of a Christian who obtains deliverance
WITHOUT the baptism in the Holy Spirit, who has
HELD that deliverance. That is not to say that this cannot
occur - it has simply been the case that I personally have
not seen an example of that. I think these points are pivotal!

We have up to this point considered what might be

termed the general prerequisites for deliverance. These

are:
1. Salvation

2.Water baptism

3. Baptism in the Holy Spirit

4. Regular Bible reading

5. Praying faithtu[y
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6. Fellowship with true believers

7. Obedience and commitment to the Lord Jesus

It should be repeated at this point that while there may
be differences of opinion among experienced deliverance
ministers as to the inviolate necessity of each of the above
steps before a person is set free in the name of Jesus, I be-
lieve there will be agreement that all of the above steps are
both helpful in obtaining deliverance, and perhaps more
importantly, in keeping it. I have found that when a person
has had a valid experience and unclean spirits have been
exorcized from their lives by the power of God's Holy
Spirit, that it is very important that they be properly in-
structed in how to keep and maintain this deliverance. If
that step is omitted, in many cases it would be better if the
deliverance had not been performed!

We next need to consider what we might call the spe-
cific prerequisites for deliverance. These should be briefly
discussed, as follows:

1) MAKE A STUDY OF DELIVERANCE - or stated other-
wise, WEIGH THE EVIDENCE. The Bible tells us concem-
ing the Bereans (Acts 17:11), "These were more noble than
those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily,
whether those things were so." The reason that it is often
advisable to both search the scriptures with regard to this
specific point, and to read good Christian books pertinent
to the subject, is that this will build up faith in the Christian
to both see their need for deliverance and to obtain it, and
will wash away doubt and unbelief which are great hin-
drances to any move of the Holy Spirit in a person's life. I
have heard from quite a few believers over the years who
have read Bro. Don Basham's book, "Can A Christian Have
A Demon?" ,who realized after reading thatbook that they
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needed deliverance, and then began to earnestly seek this
thereafter.

2) REPENT. The Lord tells us in the Lord's prayer, "...
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us . . ." When we come to the Lord Jesus
in salvation, we ask him to forgive us of all our sins, and
God through His grace grants us a general forgiveness.
In deliverance, however, I believe that the Holy Spirit
now wants to do a deeper work, and now desires a more
specific repentance. You should pray and ask the Holy
Spirit to bring to your mind and your remembrance any
former deeds, activity, thoughts and the like from which
you should specifically repent. Occult involvement and
study and investigation and participation in other religions
are very important in this regard. If you have ever had
your palm read, attended a seance, read the horoscope in
the daily newspaper, participated in or observed hypnosis,
had an abortion, attended services in Jehovah Witness,
Mormonism, Unity, Christian Science, and the like, you
need to ask God to forgive you for doing that, in Jesus
name, and tell the Lord that you are truly sony you have
done anything not in complete accord with His written
word, the Bible. You may be asking at this point - what is
specifically wrong, scripturally, with some of the things
mentioned above? There are good reference works avail-
able about all of these points, and space does not permit an
exhaustive review of that now. However, the Holy Spirit
will show such sincere seeker the truth and the things for
which they should repent.

3) FORGIVE. This is perhaps THE most important pre-
requisite for deliverance in my personal experience. The
devil is a master legalist, and the unclean spirits will not
come out as long as a legal ground for their presence in
the person exists. One needs to pray and ask the Holy
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Spirit to bring to mind and to remember any person who
has ever hurt you, harmed you, or against whom you ever
had ought - living or dead - so that you can truly forgive
them in Jesus name. It is often the case that forgiveness is

needed of persons who are the closest to you and often
from childhood (as father, mother, siblings, grandparents,
school teachers and the like). We spoke with a young
Christian mother last night who has been severely trou-
bled by morbid fears. After prayer, she recalled that when
she was six years of age, she was taken to the great grandfa-
ther's funeral and saw him in an open casket, and had not
been told anything to expect, and the shock of this fright
ened her so badly that she ran out of the funeral parlor and
has no memory for a short span thereafter until she was
found at another place. It is obvious that this was when the
spirit of the fear of death entered her, and it is necessary for
her to forgive her parents, and grandparents for not hav-
ing told her what she would see or what she might expect
when she went to that funeral. The Lord jesus documents
in Mark 9:?-0-21that a spirit may come into a person as a

child.
The importance of forgiveness in obtaining and keep-

ing deliverance cannot be overemphasized. The Lord Jesus
told a specific story to answer Peter's question as to how of-
ten he should forgive his brother (Matthew 18:21-34-35).

The "bottom line" of the story, however, was in verses
3+35, 'And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the
tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him. So

likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye
from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their
hespasses." Here,the Lord is speaking specifically to Peter,
and tells him that the Heavenly Father will deliver this
foundational apostle to the tormentors if he does not for-
give every one who has trespassed against him truly from
his heart! I recall that many years ago,I went to a meeting
held atArrowhead Springs, Californiaby Campus Crusade
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for Christ. The first evening, Rev. Bill Bright told those in at-
tendance to go to a quiet place, or up to their rooms, and to
take a piece of paper and write down all of the things that
the Holy Spirit showed them they needed forgiveness of,
or persons to forgive. I recall that when I started doing this,
I was surprised that it took the full hour or hour and a half
(I've forgotten the specific time allotted to this) and re-
quired quite a few pages to write down all the incidents
and names. When we finished, we then held the sheets up
to the Lord and claimed the promise of 1, John I'9 -" I f we
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." One
should not hurry this phase of preparing one's heart for
deliverance. It may require an hour or two or more of
prayer to bring to remembrance every event that the
Holy Spirit wants to bring to light and to administer for-
giveness through the blood of ]esus to that scene. One
may recall a time when a parent punished you by mis-
take or with a wrong spirit as a small child - and you
need to forgive that parent in the name of Jesus and ask
God to forgive you for holding that resentment all these
years. I have found that quite a few persons will actually
get a measure of deliverance through true repentance
and true forgiveness, and others also get a measure of
deliverance through experiencing believer's water
baptism by immersion.

4) RENOLINCE all occult involvement specifically. This
will include renouncing all experiences with cults and false
religions. One needs to specifically renounce in Jesus'
name any exposure to Christian Science, Mormonism,Ie-
hovah Witness, Unity, as well as far eastern religions, and
such things as Scientology, Science of the Mind, Transcen-
dental Meditation, Hare Krishna, and the like. The Holy
Spirit will bring to the believer's mind each specific such



How to ObtoinYour Deliveronce

experience that should be renounced and all soul ties
that must be broken in the name of Jesus.

(5) ASK THE HOLY SPIRIT TO SHOW YOU the legal
grounds that each demonic spirit is holding to that may
prevent deliverance. For example, it has been my experi-
ence, as well as others in deliverance ministries, that a

spirit of arthritis (particularly rheumatoid arthritis, but
other forms of arthritis as well) may be related to a

long-standing resentment. I can recall talking to a pre-
cious born again Christian woman in the hospital years
ago who had terribly severe deformities from general-
ized rheumatoid arthritis and had a hip joint prosthetic
replacement operation. She loved to hear Bible verses
and to have prayers. One day in speaking to her, how-
ever, I pointed out that in my experience, patients with
deforming arthritis often had this following a resent-
ment and that they needed to forgive someone, and im-
mediately her face changed to a scowl, and she said, "It
would have been 26 years today!" When I asked her
what that meant, she told me that she had been married
for one year, and that exactly 26yearc ago that very day,
her husband had deserted her and she had never heard
from him again. She stated that she hated him and had
never forgiven him. When I told her that she biblically
MUST forgive him, or that God would not forgive her
(Matthew 6:72), she stated that she could never forgive
him! She had noted the onset of a progressively severe
deforming arthritis shortly after her husband deserted
her that had progressed over the years to put her in a

bedridden state! One must appreciate the fact that as

Rev. Derek Prince has repeatedly taught, forgiveness is
not a feeling, but a decision! In other words, it is an act of
the will, not of the emotions. If someone has an IOU or
note of obligation for a debt of yours, and tells you re-
peatedly that they feel they should tear up the note, that
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really does no good. The thing that makes the difference
is when the day comes, that they take out the note, and
tear it to pieces before your eyes. At that point the debt no
longer exists! That is quite comparable to forgiveness, we
need to realize that we can WILL to forgive anyone who
has harmed us in arrryay, no matter what our feelings
and emotions tell us. I think that is whv Bible studv is so
important to any person becoming a Christian or growing
in their relationship to the Lord. It is absolutely necessary
for one to expose their mind to the written, inviolate
Word of God, for when that is taken into the mind, it
works on the intellect, the emotions, and the will, and it is
the deciding vote of our wills that makes a difference as to
how we shall live. The example cited above shows a clas-
sic example of a legal ground for a demonic spirit. There is
no way that this sister in Christ can be healed or delivered
of a spirit of deforming arthritis until she forgives the hus-
band who deserted her. The word of God is forever set-
tled in heaven, and cannot be broken. She can pray and
fast and cry out to God for the rest of her life, but she will
not be healed until or unless she forgives her husband. If
that root of bitterness remains in her soul, it will continue
to provide the adversary allthe legal grounds he needs to
continue to torment her in that regard. God's word does
not change, and indeed, He does not change. (Hebrews
13:8; Malachi 3:6).

6) A HOUSE CLEANING MAY BE NEEDED! Another
important factor in obtaining deliverance (and keeping it)
is to pray and ask the Holy Spirit to show you any objects,
pictures, books, magazines or other ungodly objects in
your home that should be removed, thrown away, de-
stroyed or burned. A common example today is for
young people to have posters of rock music stars or
groups on the walls of their rooms. Many of these
groups are openly involved in drugs, illicit sex, and
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some openly in demonic and satanic worship. Such a

young person will not get deliverance until these post-
ers and the records or albums or cassettes are eradicated
and destroyed. The parent who allows his or her child
to have these things in the home likewise will in all
probability not obtain or keep deliverance until they ex-
ercise the appropriate Christian authority and have
these things removed from their homes. Books on other
religions, Ouija boards, horoscopes, and many other
such things need to be banished from the believer's
home in the name of Jesus Christ. Some of the things
may be rings, pieces of jewelry, and other things of
value. Acts 19:19 tells us a revival in Ephesus which fol-
lowed such action. "Many of them also which used curi-
ous arts brought their books together, and burned them
before all (men); and they counted the price of them and
found (it) fifty thousand (pieces) of silver." Note, the re-
sponse that followed this burning of ungodly literature

- verse 20:"So mightily grew the word of God and pre-
vailed!" At times, it has been helpful to have a Holy Spirit
filled pastor go around a believer's home and pray over
each room, anoint the house with oil, and call all unclean
spirits out in the name of Jesus Christ.

I heard a story that Brother George Otis, who was in-
fluential in a Christian witness to a famous Christian
movie star, purchased a large house in California which
had been previously lived in by several ungodly individ-
uals. The house was thought to be haunted or inhabited
by evil spirits. The brother played Bible recordings con-
stantly in the house for several days, and a few weeks
later, the house was found to be completely clean and
free from any feeling of oppression whatever. The un-
clean spirits simply could not stay around any place
where they had to listen to the Word of Cod 24 hours a
day and they therefore took off! I have not heard that
story from first hand, so if any details of it are not correct,

r33



t34 A Physicion's Foith

please forgive me. It illustrates an important principle
however, and to the best of my knowledge, is true, in
substance.

7) PRAY IN THE HOLY SPIRIT WITH FASTING. MaTK
9:29 tells us, "And He said unto them, This kind can
come forth by nothing but by prayer and fasting." It is
common experience that a person who will fast before
coming for deliverance obtains a much quicker and
more effective deliverance than if this is not done.

Now, how does one specifically move against a par-
ticular unclean spirit if no experienced deliverance mi-
nistry is available to help you? In some cases, the
problems are so severe, that the believer should make
every effort to bring their case to the attention of a recog-
nized deliverance pastor. However, I have seen many,
many instances in which a believer can obtain their own
deliverance in the name of Jesus. This is particularly true
after they have had an initial session of deliverance or
seen this ministry being effected. If you pray in the Holy
Spirit, ask the Lord to forgive you of all your sins, and
have taken the steps mentioned to this point in this
chapter, then ask the Lord to show you the name of the
particular spirit that He wants to cast out of you. A
thought will then come to mind, as "Lrist" or "Fear of
failures". You should then say out loud, " I renounce
you, you spirit of LUST (or whatever), and command
you to leave NOW, to go a long way off , not into anyone
or anything nearby, and do not return in Jesus name!"
Very often, simply doing this step, you will feel a ten-
dency to cough, or burp, or sigh, or even cry and you will
know by the witness of the Holy Spirit that the unclean
spirit has left. Often the demons may try to hide, how-
ever, and you will not feel a manifestation. Continue to
press on in prayer - for this is spiritual warfare until you
KNOW that this tormenting problem has left your life
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for good. Praise the Lord, Jesus is our deliverer! A list of
references that may be helpful to you in carqring this
further is provided at the end of this book-
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\M]HAT N-NES AHtrAD?

AAll mankind has had or has a desire to know what the
future holds. The advantages of knowing what lies
ahead are obvious to all. This desire has led many, many
persons to seek such knowledge from spiritual sources
that are strictly forbidden by Almighty God, the God of
the Holy Bible. There have been those who have gone to
fortune tellers, mediums, witches, false prophets, spiri-
tualists and many other such false sources, in all genera-
tions. However,I believe there are many intelligent and
otherwise well-educated persons alive and well in the
world today who are amazingly essentially totally ig.o-
rant of what the one source which has been factually
confirmed time and again, and yet without fault, has to
say about future events. This source is the Holy Bible. It
gives detailed overview of the events that lie ahead at
the end of the age and to study this eschatology and to
understand its main points is to be able to predict many
of the daily headlines now being seen in our newspa-
pers. There are points of interpretation about which
some excellent Bible students disagree, to be sure -however, the purpose of this chapter is to try to briefly



r38 A Physician's Foith

point out the backdrop of the end of the age as outlined
in the Bible. It is not so much intended to be complete as
to provoke and to lead the reader into studying for him-
self or herself the facts as they are given in the Bible, and
by knowing these facts and observing the times, to draw
rational and intelligent and truthful conclusions. One
must not be like the friend who sarcastically stated,
"Don't confuse me with the facts!My mind is made up!"
We must be willing to investigate, do the proper re-
search, and weigh the conclusions honestly, or no ap-
proach to the truth will ever bear fruit.

The subject which we are now to consider is so im-
portant that it is recorded in some detail in all three of the
synoptic gospels. The reader is encouraged to read Mat-
thew, chapter 24- Mark, chapter 73 - and Luke, chap-
ter 27 - carefully and to study these scriptures in detail.

The background occurred as the Lord Jesus came out
of the Herodian temple one day - a notable structure
which had required 36 years to erect - and as one of his
disciples commented upon the greatness of this build-
ing, the Lord Jesus then pointed out that the time would
come, when there would not be one stone left upon an-
other of the temple, but that all would be thrown down.
This obviously provoked further questions, so the Lord
Jesus sat down upon the Mount of Olives near the tem-
ple, and Peter and James and John and Andrew asked
him privately for further clarification upon that point.
They asked the Lord, "When shall these things be?" and
"What shall be the sign of thy coming and of the end of
the world?" In other words, they were greatly desirous
of knowing the time sequence and the factual details of
the significant future events as related to the temple in
jerusalem, and the Lord Jesus then went into a detailed
answer to their question which is given in all three of the
gospels noted.

It is helpful at this point to read Matthew 24:3-44.
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And as he sat upon the Mount of Oliues, the disciples
came unto him priaately, saying, TeIl us, when shall
these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy com-
ing, and of the end of the rnorld?

And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed

that no man deceiae you.

For many shall come in my nfirne, saying, I am
Christ; and shall deceiae milny.

And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars; see

that yebe not troubled; for all these things must come to
pass, but the end is not yet.

For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom; and there shall be t'amines, and
pestilences, and earthquakes, in diaers places.

All these are the beginning of sorrows.

Then shall they deliaer you up to be at'flicted, and
shall kill you; nnd ye shall be hated of all nations t'or my
name's sake.

And then shall many be ot't'ended, and shall betray
one another, and shall hate one another.

And many t'alse prophets abound, the loae of many
shall zaax cold.

But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall
be saued.

And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in
all the world t'or a witness unto all nations; and then
shall the end come.

When ye theret'ore shall see the abomination of deso-

lation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the
holy place, (whoso readeth,let him understand:)

Then let them which be in Judea flee into the
mountains:

Let him znhich is on the housetop not come down to
take any thing out of his house:

Neither let him which is in the field return back to
take his clothes.
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And woe unto them that are zuith child, and to them
that giae suck in those days!

But pray ye that your flightbe not in thewinter, nei-
ther on the sabbath day;

For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not
since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor
eaer shall be.

And except those days should be shortened, there
shouldbe no fleshbe saaed: but t'or the elect's sake those
days shall be shortened.

Then if nny mnn shall say unto you, Io, here is
Christ, or there: belieae it not.

For there shall arise t'alse Christs, and t'alse prophets,
and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch
that, if it were possible, they shall deceiae the aery elect.

Behold, I haae told you bet'ore, unto you, Behold, he is
in the desert; go not t'orth: behold, he is in the secret
chambers; belieae it not.

For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and
shineth eaen unto the west, so shall also the coming of
the Son of manbe.

For wheresoeaer the carcass is, there will the eagles

be gathered together.

lmmediately at'ter the tribulation of those days shall
the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not giue her
light, and the stars shall t'all t'rom heAuen, and the pozu-

ers of the heaaens shall be shaken:

And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in
heaaen: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn,
nnd they shall see the Son ot' man coming in the clouds
of heaaen with power and great glory.

And he shall send his angels raith a great sound of a
trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect t'rom
the t'our winds, t'rom one end of heaaen to the other.
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Now learn a parable of the t'ig tree; lMen his branch
is yet tender, and putteth forth leaaes, ye know that
sLtmmer is nigh:

So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things,
know that it is near, euen at the doors.

Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass,
till all these things be t'ult'illed.

Heaaen and earth shall pass auDay, but my words
shall not pass azoay.

But of that day andhour knoweth no man, no not the
angels of heaaen, but my Father only.

But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the com-
ing of the Son oi min be.

For as in the days that werebet'ore the flood they were
eating and drinking, marrying nnd giaing in marriage,
until the day that Nonh entered into the ark.

And kneta not until the flood came, and took them all
away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.

Then shall two be in the t'ield; the one shall be taken,
and the other let't.

Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one
shall be taken, and the other let't.

Watch theret'ore: t'or ye knorn not what hour your
Lord doth come.

But know this, that if the good man of the house had
known in what zuatch the thief would como he would
haae watched, and would not haae suffered his house to
be broken up.

Theret'ore be ye also ready: t'or in such an hour as ye
think not the Son of man cometh.

Let us analyze this prophetic answerbriefly, pointby
point.

1. The first sign of the end of the world listed is decep-
tion. Note that this deception primarily will be in the
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spiritual realm, and that many false Christs will come.
Recently this year full page ads appeared in the Los An-
geles Times and in other national newspapers proclaim-
ing the revelation of jesus Christ on a specific day. The
dates came and passed and simply served as confirma-
tion of this scriptural point. Recently, in April 2007 afalse
prophet in Hialeah, Florida publicly claimed to be Jesus
Christ.

2. Wars, rumors of wars, nations against nations,
famines, pestilences, and earthquakes - are all men-
tioned as the beginning of sorrows. Some would hasten
to point out that such cataclysms have occurred
throughout all recorded history. However, not until this
century has the phenomenon of truly global wars been
experienced as with World War I, World War II, and the
increasing incidence of earthquakes has been docu-
mented dramatically in this century by seismographic
studies.

3. Persecution of the believers. This has been on a greater
scale in Russia and China, for example, in this century
than before in all recorded history.

4. Betrayal, false prophets.

5. "And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many
shall wax cold." The word iniquity here can be translated
as lawlessness, and certainly the rise in crime, violence,
rebellion, and lawlessness has risen to such heights as to
have been hitherto unknown in many cities in the coun-
try as well as throughout the world.

6. Matthew tells us that this gospel of the kingdom must
be preached in all the world (Matthew 24:1.4) and Mark
adds that (Mark 13:10), "And the gospel must first be
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published among all nations." One needs to observe the
work of the Wycliffe translators and other groups who
are actively working to translate the Bible into every
known dialect and tongue and language. As the number
of remaining dialects decreases, one will see the near-
ness of the fulfillment of this Bible fact that the gospel
will be published and proclaimed among all nations.
There will not be a single sect or nationality or group
who will not have the opportunity to hear about the
Lord Jesus Christ, and to make their own decision con-
cerning Him.

7. The abomination of desolation, spoken of by prophet
Daniel, must stand in the holy place. This is generally in-
terpreted as necessitating the rebuilding of the temple in
Jerusalem. Thus, the holy place ("holy of holies") must be
in existence for something to stand in that place. At this
hour, the mosque of Omar stands on the site of the tem-
ple mount in Jerusalem, and it is biblically necessary for
the Jewish temple to be built on only that place (Deuter-
onomy 72:5,6,9-74). Therefore, one needs to watch and
keep one's eye on Jerusalem, and particularly what hap-
pens with regards to the site of the temple mount. Any
supernatural event or natural reaction that restores the
site of the temple mount from an Islamic mosque to the
nation of Israel, and particularly the rebuilding of a Jew-
ish temple on that site will be a very late prognostic sign
of Bible prophecy. Any reader who see that happen
should not delay, but pray - time is very short.

8. Then shall be a period of great tribulation - such as

was not since the beginning of the world! If one thinks
about the great disasters, plagues, wars, floods, famines
that have ravished mankind in all recorded history, and
then contemplates that the Bible predicts that a time of
great tribulation is coming that will far surpass any of
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those times, it will be seen that mankind is not becoming
better and better and heading for a peaceful humanistic
resolution of the human dilemmas of famine, population
explosion, crime, and the like - but that the situation
world-wide in general will get worse and worse. In fact,
the Bible states that unless God supernaturally inter-
venes, no flesh would survive the ordeal lying ahead!
Flowever, the Bible promises that for the elect's sake -those who are true believers and called of God - the
days will be shortened.

9. Cosmic disturbances will occur - the sun will be dark-
ened, the moon will not give her light, stars will fall from
heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken.

10. Then the Lord Jesus Christ - the Messiah of Israel -will appear instantly - as the lightning comes from east
to west and will gather his elect from all over the world
in a great event referred to as the "taptLrre". The word
"rapture" is not in the Bible but the "calling out" or
"parousia" is.

There will be a great evil one-world ruler during this
tribulation, referred to in the Bible as the antichrist.
Many specific details about his reign during the seven
year period of great trial are given.

The most conclusive Bible detail confirming the fact
that we are living in the latter times to most Bible students
is in Luke 2'1.:?A - 

"{nd they shall fall by the edge of the
sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations; and
jerusalem shallbe hodden down of the Gentiles, until the
times of the Gentiles be fulfilled." Now it is historically ev-
ident that no nation of Israel has efsted from 70 AD when
Jerusalem was sacked by the Roman emperor Titus and
the Jews went into the diaspora or worldwide dispersion,
until1948, when the nation was amazingly recreated in a
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day by act of the United Nations. Even that event was
specifically prophesied in the Bible! However, the fact
that the nation of Israel exists - with its own govern-
ment, parliament, army, navy and the like - is an abso-
lute evidence of the truthfulness of the Bible and of the
integrity of God's Word. The point here, however, is that
jerusalem did not come under Israeli control until the
1967 war (Yom Kippur War) and many Bible scholars be-
lieve that this was the literal fulfillment of Luke 27:24 -for truly Jerusalem had been under Gentile domination
for nearly 2,000 years until that duy - and this may well
have signaled the end of the times of the Gentiles as be-
ing fulfilled.

The point of this short review is to provoke the reader
to study this point individually in the Bible. Manybooks as

"The Late Great Planet Earth" have been written and have
become quite popular teaching about Bible prophecy.
There are three schools of thought with regards to Bible
believers - that the rapture will occur before, during, or
at the end of the great tribulation. These are called the
pretribulation rapture, the midtribulation rapture, and
the posttribulation rapture points of view. I personally be-

lieve that the church - the body of believers in the Lord

Jesus Christ - will have to go through the tribulation,
and that the Lord Jesus will return at the end of the tribu-
lation for His saints. However, there are many committed
Christians who adhere to each of the three positions
given, and I certainly do not allow myself the position of
not loving them. It is essential for a Christian to learn how
to disagree without being disagreeable. The point here,
however, is that there are many, many Bible details of
end time prophecy given which are universally agreed
upon by all serious students of the Bible and the rapid
fulfillment of these items is occurring in this generation.
The interested reader is urged to read them for himself
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and to study the matter carefully - it is obviously of seri-
ous importance!
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SPNruTUAL MTAR]F"AR]E

Wu.fu." is a spiritual fact of life. Certain physical facts
of life are immutable. If you abandon a newborn infant,
it cannot survive. If your heart stops beating, your brain
can function for only a very few minutes without irrepa-
rable damage. If you fall from an airplane without a

parachute and are not caught, you will suffer inevitable
consequences of gravity. If you do not eat, you will
starve. These physical facts of life are so self evident that
they require no further consideration. The Bible repeat-
edly emphasizes an important analogous fact, which is
just as true as any of the physical facts of life listed, but it
is in the spiritual realm.

Before discussing this fact, one must recall that the
emotional, psychological, and spiritual aspects of hu-
man life are equally as real as the physical ones. Thus,
while the emotions, psychological, and spiritual forces
cannot be analyzed directly by the five senses (seeing,
smelling, tasting, hearing, feeling), there can be no
doubt that they exist because the effects of their exis-
tence are so well known as to constitute the very nature
of many fields of accepted human scientific behavior
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(psychiatry, psychology, psychobiology, and the like).
For example, although one cannot prove the existence
of fear (or love or jealousy or hatred) by physical isola-
tion in a test tube, one can prove that fear is real and
that it truly exists by the effects that it regularly and
reproducibly produces in an individual under its do-
main. An obvious example is that a person with severe
claustrophobia will consistently walk up the stairs
rather than ride the elevator, as such an individual can-
not contemplate the thought of being caught between
floors in the event of a power or mechanical failure.

Proofs of the reality of spiritual warfare that might be
cited at this point before we even look at the scriptural
basis for this concept are: (1) Which is easier for you to do
every morning - read the Bible or the newspaper? (2)
Did you find that when you began to read the chapters
of this book dealing with the subject of deliverance from
evil spirits that they were difficult to read, that your
mind wandered while studying them, and that you were
prejudiced against their message before you weighed
what the Bible had to say on the subject? I suspect that
you can imagine how difficult it is for me to sit down and
work on a book such as this by comparing it with the dif-
ficulty that you have had in finding it, and even more by
the problems you have had in getting a chance to read it
in peace and quiet !

Let us now look at what the Bible has to say about the
struggle, the battle, the warfare that is raging in the
heavenlies or in the spiritual realms around us. Ephe-
sians 6:10-18 tells us:

"Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in
the power of His might. Put on the whole armor of God,
that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.
For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in
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high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armor
of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day,
and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having
your loins girt about with truth, and having on the
breastplate of righteousness, and your feet shod with the
preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, taking the
shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all
the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of sal-
vation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of
God; praying always with all prayer and supplication in
the Spirit and watching thereunto with all perseverance
and supplication for all saints."

Note that the Bible here compares the warfare to a
wrestling match. In the ancient days of the gladiators,
the winner in a wrestling arena held the neck of the loser
down on the ground, and the loser's eyes were gouged
out. That gruesome historical reality attested to the fact
that such a contest absolutely guaranteed the maximum
effort of both parties.

2 Corinthians 10:3-5 tells us more about the nature of
the spiritual struggle existing in the world today. "For
though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the
flesh; for the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but
mighty through God to the pulling down of strong
holds; casting down imaginations and every high thing
that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of
Christ." Note that in this war, we must cast down imagi-
nations (or, reasonings) - this definitely reveals that the
battle is in the mind. Today there is a head on confronta-
tionbetween secular humanism in the United States and
the truths presented in the Bible. One proposes that man
is supreme and that the answers to the human dilemma
can be found through proper exercise of the human in-
tellect (reasoning, scientific research, technology and the
like). The other proposes that man is created in sin and is
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born with a deceitful heart and is totally lost and de-
praved apart from a saving relationship with a living,
truly omnipresent, omniscient, and omnipotent God.
This is why the Bible is specifically attacked more than
any other book - Why one can read many profane and
vulgar texts in school rooms and yet one specific book is
zealously excluded - the Holy Bible. The very nature of
the warfare - its furor and the reactions that it engen-
ders - serves as further confirmation of the reality of the
forces that are in confrontation.
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A MTORJD OF" CAT]"]TNON

TI here are many, many counterfeits to the true faith of
Bible Christianity today. These may range from Chris-
tian Science, Mormonism, Unity, Jehovah's Witnesses
and the like - on the one hand, down to various Bible
sects who overemphasize certain points of doctrine to
the exclusion of many other points. The purpose of this
book is to emphasize that the truth is to be found in the
Bible. Not one scripture - nor even a few scriptures -gives us all the truth on any particular point. The total
truth on any point is the totality of all that the Bible has to
say on that subject.

Within the Christian faith, one can go from extreme
liberalism to extreme legalism. Recent experiences that I
have encountered have centered upon four teachings
that have often involved Holy Spirit filled born again
Christians, and I believe they are worthy of mention.
These are:

L) Presumptuous faith teachings.

2) Excessive submission teachings.

3) Nutrition cults.
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4) Anglo-American Israelism or Replacement
theology

One way that one can discern as to whether a spirit is
behind a certain teaching or a doctrine is, in my opinion,
to watch the fruits of the proponent of that belief. If the
person cannot talk about anything else - is constantly
pushing the specific doctrine in question - and does not
want to discuss or hear of other points of view - one
must be very cautious.

One must try the spirits - to see whether they be of
God or not. The enemy operates in trying to keep a be-
liever from being0.5% off the truth - for if you deviate
0.5% from the true Bible way, within a short period of
time, you will have missed the mark by a considerable
margin. Likewise, if you go 0.5% overboard on the other
side of the mark, again within short order, you will have
deviated into error. How can one determine the truth? I
recommend:

1) Studying the Bible regularly and faithfully - every
day of your life. Read the Bible itself - NOT para-
phrases, commentaries or books ABOUT the Bible. There
are obviously some good commentaries. However, one
must give prime time and prime consideration to what
the word of God itself declares. I have found that the Bi-
ble is the best commentary available on the Bible

I recommend using the Authorized Version or the
classic King James Version. Many readers may be
shocked to find that the popular NIV. (New Interna-
tional Version) has excluded about 10% of the words
found in the King James Version. More will be said
about this later, but for the present suffice it to document
here that all of the following verses found in the Ki^g
James Version have been totally omitted from the NIV.
The reader is encouraged to check these out for himself
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or herself. Matt. 77 :21, 78:77, 23:74 Mark 7 :'1.6; 9:M, 9:46,
11:26,1.5:28 Luke 17:36,23:77; John 5:4, Acts 8:37, 75:34,
247, 28:29 and Romans 1-6:24, and 1 John 5:7. The NIV
omits another 64,000 words found in the King James
Version. Try to compare l John 5:7 in any modern trans-
lation with that verse as found in the King James Version
and one who fears the Lord and the integrity of His
Word, will run..not walk..to get away from a modern
translation. Important references will be given at the
end of this volume to help document this attack on the
Word of Cod. We are indebted to Mrs. G.A. Riplinger for
her extensive research in comparing these translations.
Further data can be obtained from AV Publications
Corp., Box 280, Ararat, Virginia 24053

2)Prcy and ask the Holy Spirit to guide you and lead you
to the truth. If one is a born again believer, the Holy
Spirit will give you an inner witness about any teaching
or meeting - you will either have an inner question
raised in your spirit or feel uneasy there - or you will
get an inner witness or the " amen" of God in your heart.
You can make mistakes by this criterion but it is still a
valuable and valid consideration.

3) Seek out the opinion and counsel of two or three other
Christians who are mature in the faith and whose walkyou
consider valid and experienced. Ask their opinion and seek
their counsel. That is always a helpful thing to do.

I cannot go into great detail about these particular
subjects, for time does not allow that. However, I men-
tion these points as a word of caution and can cite other
references and sources that can be studied for more de-
tails are cited at the end of this book. May the Lord bless
you, bring you into, and keep you in His truth, is my
prayer!
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SCRJIPTURIES ""]TOO
HOT TO ft{ANDL]DY''

TI am absolutely convinced that the best commentary on
the Bible is the Bible. Since it over and over again clilms
to be literally and verbally inspired of God - i.e. "God
breathed" by the Holy Spirit - there are only two possi-
ble logical conclusions that one can intelligently draw
upon considering that statement. Obviously, the two
possibilities are that the statement or claim is either true
or it is false. Carrying that one step further, one can then
make the following deduction - if the Bible is the word
of Cod in truth, then obviously it becomes a unique book
on this globe and one deserving the utmost study, inves-
tigation, and application. On the other hand, if the Bi-
ble's claim to be the word of God is false, then one will be
able to prove that it is false by finding error somewhere
within its covers.

Having read and studied the Bible every day for
quite a few years,I have come to the firm conclusion that
it is an absolutely reliable book and is totally without er-
ror. When in the very few times that any inconsistencies
and incongruities may appear from a superficial reading
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of this Book, I have found that by careful study and mak-
ing the subject a matter of prayer, that the Holy Spirit has
promptly resolved the difficulty. When one is asked the
question, "How do you explain the errors and inconsis-
tencies in the Bible?" I have found the best answer is,
"Please show me one." I have neverbeen shown one that
will hold water and hence believe by personal experi-
ence and study that the Bible is totally reliable, accurate,
and up-to-date.

The definition of the truth about any subject in the
Bible is obviously to consider the totality of what the
Book has to say about that subject. In other words, one
must not take a single verse out of context, but should
look at everything the Bible has to say on that subject.
The total truth about " faith" is to study what the Bible
has to say about " faith." The truth about "love" or "de-
liverance" or "fasting" or "healing" - or any other
scriptural topic - is to study that topic carefully, using
a Strong's Concordance, and looking at every verse
pertaining to that point. The reason this is important is
that one enemy of the truth is the "pat slogan" or " glib
statement" that so often is heard, that on careful scru-
tiny simply is not biblically correct. To the unbeliever,
when investigating such a point and finding it in error,
the disastrous conclusion may be made to chuck the
whole thing, but this is to throw the baby out with the
bath water! I have continued to be surprised on occa-
sion to find that the Lord changes my theologyby expe-
rience! Another way that the Lord changes my
theology is by further clarification and understanding
of scripture! This chapter will briefly look at a few state-
ments heard not uncommonly in Christian circles that I
have heard over the years, that are biblically not based
on the facts. I had rather have one definite scriptural
statement on any topic than a mass of human verbiage
about it, for in one case, illumination is provided that is
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divine, whereas one simply gets a piling up of shadows
and vanity very often on the other. Now,let us look at a
few such samples.

l. STATEMENT: "Grace is not found in the Old
Testament"

or
"The concept of grace is a New Testament teaching,

not found in the Old Testament."

This proposal is quite easy to refute, and one can do
so by looking in the very first book of the Bible. Genesis
6:8 tells us, "But Noah found grace in the eyes of the
Lord." Praise God for that fact, folks! If that were not
true, the human race would no longer exist and would
have been totally destroyed with the flood. Neither you
nor I would be here today communicating through this
fashion but for the very fact that Noah found grace in the
eyes of God! The word grace is found 38 times in the Old
Testament, according to Strong's Concordance, and
with only one exception the Hebrew word is "chen"
("khane") which means "graciousness, favor ot gtace."
Two other notable illustrations will suffice to prove be-
yond any doubt that grace is truly in the Bible from front
to back - Exodus 33:17, "And the Lord said to Moses, I
will do this thing also that thou has spoken, for thou has
found grace in my sight, and I know thee by name."
Then, Psalm 84:71. shows us that this was not simply for
these two individuals. "For the Lord God is a sun and
shield; the Lord will give grace and glory; no good
(thing) will He withhold from them that walk up-
rightly." That verse shows us that God will give grace
and glory to all who walk uprightly before Him. This
simple example refutes the "poll parrot" statement about
grace not being in the Old Testament as uninformed and
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Biblically totally inaccurate. Let us move on to
increasingly warmer ("hotter") points.

ll. STATEMENT: "The Old Testament scriptures
aren't as valid as the New Testament scriptures for
believers today"

or
"I don't have to believe that because that is in the Old

Testament, and you can't show it to me in the New."
Let us consider some New Testament scriptures to

investigate this point. At the outset, one might cite
Galatians 3:11 as a "heavy" scripture pointing to the
opposite position. This statement, "But that no man is
justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident;
for, the just shall live by faith." Another verse cited is
Galatians 3:73, "Christ hath redeemed us from the
curse of the law, being made a curse for us, for it is
written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree."
However, one must look into this chapter deeper, for
Galatians 3:24 tells us, "Wherefore the law was our
schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be
justified by faith." Also Galatians 5:18 tells us, "But if
ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law." I be-
lieve the best statement I have heard with regards to
the old and new covenants is this, "The New is in the
Old concealed; the Old is in the New revealed." Now,
before "swallowing" that as a glib, "poll parrot" state-
ment itself, let us be internally consistent, and look at
specific New Testament scriptures as they relate to the
Old Testament scriptures.

2 Timothy 3:\6 says, "All scripture is given by inspira-
tion of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness." Note that
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this verse says, "All scripture" - not "some" or "most"
but" ALL" ! Now we need to see what "scripture" is.

The apostle Peter gives terrific revelation and insight
into this subject.2 Peter 7:20-2'1. says, "Knowing this first,
that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private inter-
pretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the
will of man: but holy men of God spake (as they were)
moved by the Holy Ghost." Here, Peter tells us that
prophecy of the scripture (and when he wrote his epis-
tle, the only existing scriptures were the Old Testament
canon) - and he specifically called it scripture, noted
that it was of "old time", and then emphatically declares
that such scriptures were by men acted upon by the
Holy Spirit.

A "clencher" to me is in 1 Peter 7:10-12, "of which sal-
vation the prophets have inquired and searched dili-
gently, who prophesied of the grace that should come
unto you, searching what, or what manner of time the
Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it
testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the
glory that should follow. Unto whom it was revealed,
that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister
the things, which are now reported unto you by them
that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy
Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels
desire to look into." Please note: (1) The prophets who
testified beforehand of the sufferings of Christ - (obvi-
ously, referring to Old Testament prophets)- they dili-
gently sought God trying to understand what they were
prophesying! (2) However, God revealed to them that
the prophecies were NOT for themselves and their gen-
eration, but were being revealed to the New Testament
believers and subsequent generations. In other words, 1

Peter 1,:1,0-12 could be interpreted as showing evidence
of some Old Testament scriptures as being specifically
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revealed for later generations even more than for those
living when they were revealed and written!

Now, the final evidence, in my opinion, is to look at
what the Lord Jesus Christ personally said about the Old
Testament scriptures, how He used them, how He
quoted from Moses, Daniel, and many others repeatedly
and to look at the context of His use of the Old Covenant
canon. At the very beginning of Jesus' public ministry,
when Satan tempted the Lord three times (body, soul,
and spirit) - the Lord resisted all three temptations by
quoting Old Testament scriptures. Matthew 4:4 gives a
direct quote of Deuteronomy 8:3, "But He answered and
said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but
by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God." Likewise, in Matthew 4:7, the Lord ]esus quoted
from Deuteronomy 6:76, and in Matthew 4:1,0, He
quoted from Deuteronomy 6:13 and 70'20. Jesus obvi-
ously considered Deuteronomy 8:3 the word of God as

He quoted it, and after Jesus successfully resisted the ad-
versary of our souls by the written word of Old Testa-
ment scripture, the Bible shows us how effective it was in
Luke 4:13," And when the devil had ended all the temp-
tation, he departed from Him for a season." In other
words, effective use of Old Testament scriptures repeat-
edly and consistently by the Lord Jesus Christ turned
aside everything that the devil could throw against Him,
and the proof of the pudding was the fact that the devil
had nothing else to do and had to leave and capitulate at
that situational confrontation. This obviously sets the
pattern for believers today as to how to respond to
satanic attack and opposition. The word of God is effec-
tual today, folks! God has put it above all His name. Read
it - believe it - study it - use it - memorize it- it will
lead you to eternal life and will give you the grace you
need for the overcoming life while you are here in this
corpus, as well!
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A final statement to emphasize the importance of the
Old Testament scriptures is by the Lord Jesus Christ
Himself - Matthew 5:17-19 tells us, "Think not that I am
come to destroy the law or the prophets, I am not come
to destroy, but to fulfill. For verily I say unto you, till
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no
wise pass from the law, until all be fulfilled. Whosoever
therefore shall break one of these least commandments,
and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the
kingdom of heaven; but whosoever shall do and teach
them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of
heaven." I think Matthew 5:17 settles the matter for me

- Jesus, knowing that the enemy would want to con-
tinually attack the word of God and to discredit differ-
ent verses, different portions, different covenants, and
the like, spoke in advance that He did not come to abro-
gate any portion - not even one scintilla - of the law
or the prophets, but that He came to fulfill them! 1 Co-
rinthians 2:72-73 also tells us that the Bible is given in
"words" which the Holy Ghost teaches. It was not given
in thoughts or in paraphrase but word by word! I consi-
der that the imprimatur of Heaven on the Old Testa-
ment scriptures as being coequally inspired of God, and
hence, in my opinion, the Bible is true - from cover to
cover, and including both covers!

lll. STATEMENT: "God doesn't kill people; the
devil does that!"

BIBLE ANSWER -1 Samuel 2:6,"The Lord killeth, and maketh alive: He
bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth up." One
should read verses 1-10 of the second chapter of L Sam-
uel to hear the entire beautiful prayer of Hannah, Sam-
uel's mother, to see the context of this great statement. I
consider the following an incontrovertible scripture
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which will put the above statement to rest as biblically
absolutely incorrect - Deuteronomy 32:39,

"See now that I, even I, am He, and there is no god
with me: I kill, and I make alive; I wound, and I heal; nei-
ther is there any that can deliver out of my hand."

An amazing New Testament incident should be cited
in this regard. One should read Acts 4:33-5:11 to get the
entire story. Acts 4:33-34 tells us, "And with great power
gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus; and great grace was upon them all. Neither was
there any among them that lacked; for as many as were
possessions of lands or houses sold them, and brought
the prices of the things that were sold, and laid them
down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was made
unto every man according as he had need." Acts 5:1 fol-
lowing then continues, "But a certain man named
Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, and
kept back part of the price, his wife also being privy to it,
and brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles'
feet. But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine
heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of
the price of the land? Whiles it remained, was it not thine
own? And after it was sold, was it not in thine own
power? Why hast thou conceived this thing in thine
heart? Thou has not lied unto men, but unto God. And
Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up the
ghost: and great fear came on all them that heard these
things." The story continues and about three hours later,
Sapphira, the accomplice in the incident, was also struck
dead on the spot. Acts 5:11 then tells us, "And great fear
came upon all the church, and upon as many as heard
these things." The total context of this story is that
Ananias and Sapphira were struck dead because they at-
tempted to lie to the Holy Ghost. There is no intimation
in the story that God Almighty had to quickly pick up the
red telephone and call Satan and ask the adversary for



Scrrptures "Too Hotto Hondle!"

help in destroying these two persons. The context of the
story also shows us that both were considered believers
by the early church, for why would all the church de-
velop great fear upon hearing the story unless the im-
pact hit home that here were two accepted members of
the fellowship and congregation who upon attempting
to deceive in presenting their tithes and offerings were
struck dead by the Holy Ghost on the spot?

Finally, the Lord Jesus Christ in Luke 72:4-5 admon-
ishes us, "And I say unto you my friends, Be not afraid
of them that kill the body, and after that have no more
than they can do. But I will forewarn you whom ye shall
fear: Fear him, which after he hath killed hath power to
cast into hell; yea,I say unto you, Fear him." In case one
is not certain who this is speaking of, Revelation 1:18
tells us, "I am he that liveth, and was dead, and behold, I
am alive forevermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell
and death." If one reads Revelation 1:73-20, it is obvi-
ously describing the Lord Jesus Christ appearing to
John on the Island of Patmos, and this tells us that it is
the Lord Jesus Himself who has the keys of hell and
death. He is the one we should truly fear, for He alone
has the ability to determine the final eternal disposition
of any one on this earth!

lV. STATEMENT: "God doesn't make people sick;
the devil does that!"
BIBLE ANSWER -Although there is much Bible evidence that the devil,
or the adversary of our souls, lies behind much of the
suffering and disease and torment we are facing in this
life, we must look to the scriptures themselves alone for
the final answer to such questions. Job 5:17-78 tells us,
"Behold, huppy is the man whom God correcteth: There-
fore despise not thou the chastening of the Almighty. For

t63



t64 A Phyttrton:!!!h

he maketh sore, and bindeth up; he woundeth and His
hands make whole." Hosea 6:1 gives further evidence,
"Come and let us return unto the Lord: for He hath torn,
and He will heal us; He hath smitten and He willbind us
up." A very strong statement in this regard is in Deuter-
onomy 32:39-41,"See now that I, even I am He, and there
is no god with me: I kill and I make alive: I wound, and I
heal; neither is there any that can deliver out of my hand.
For I lift up my hand to heaven, and say, I live for ever. If
I whet my glittering sword, and mine hand take hold on
judgment; I will render vengeance to mine enemies, and
will reward them that hate me."

A very strong Bible evidence in this regard comes
from the conversation between the Lord and Moses at
the burning bush. Exodus 4:11," And the Lord said unto
him, Who hath made man's mouth? or who maketh the
dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? Have not I the
Lord?" If one says that the Lord does not make the mute,
deaf, or blind, he must cut Exodus 4:77 from his Bible.

Everyone is familiar with the story of Job. However,
an interesting statement in that story is Job 2:3, "And the
Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant
Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and
upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil?
And still be holdeth fast his integrity, although thou
movest me against him, to destroy him without cause.
Note that God Almighty acknowledges here that Satan
moved God against Job, rather than that God allowed
Satan to move against Job. Finally, a strong New Testa-
ment story should be considered in this regard. John
9:'1,-3, "And as Jesus passed by, He saw a man which was
blind from his birth. And His disciples asked Him, say-
ing, Master, who did sin, this man or his parents, that he
was born blind? Jesus answered, Neither had this man
sinned, nor his parents; but that the works of God
should be made manifest in him." In other words, here is
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a case of congenital blindness and the Lord Himself
points out that there was no root of sin causing the pro-
blem in either the blind man or his parents, but that the
situation occurred so that the works of God might be
manifested in Him. One should read the entire ninth
chapter of John to get the entire story, but here is a spe-
cific New Testament account of blindness unrelated to
sin in at least the individual and the preceding genera-
tion and we have the word of the Lord Tesus Christ
Himself to verify that statement.

V. STATEMENT: "l am a conscientious objector
because war is not of God."

I certainly don't believe that every war is initiated by
God, but one needs to pray and pray about this point.
However, the Bible records at least one instance in which
a war was of God.In 1 Chronicles1:2}-2Zwe read - "And
they were helped against them, and the Hagarites were
delivered into their hand, and all that were with them:
for they cried to God in the battle, and He was entreated
of them; because they put their trust in him. (21) And
they took away their cattle; of their camels fifty thou-
sand, and of sheep two hundred and fifty thousand, and
of asses two thousand, and of men an hundred thou-
sand. (22) For there fell down many slain, because the
war was of God, And they dwelt in their steads until the
captivity." The Bible thus tells us, dear reader, that at
least this one instance (1 Chron 5:22\, the war was of
God.

Vl. STATEMENT: "l don't believe in capital
punishment because I am a Christian"

There are many scriptures documenting Cod's not
only condoning but requiring capital punishment. One
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verse that has continued to impress me is Numbers 35:
31.,33: "Moreover ye shall take no satisfaction for the life
of a murderer, which is guilty of death; but he shall be
surely put to death. (3) - So ye shall not pollute the land
wherein ye are: for blood it defileth the land, and the
land cannot be cleansed of the blood that is shed therein,
butby theblood of him that shed it." We need to remem-
ber, however, Romans 72:79 - "Dearly beloved, avenge
not yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is
written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord

The point being made, dear reader, is simply that
God is sovereign - His ways are above our ways and
His thoughts are above our thoughts, as the heavens are
above the earth. His will shall be done, and He does not
require an intermediary. Satan is the adversary, one can
be sure of that. Cod is love and God is truth and God is
good, one can be sure of that. However, we definitely
need to have a holy fear of the living God more than is
now appreciated in this generation, for God Almighty is
the One who can cast into hell and lock the doors forever

- Satan does NOT have the keys of hell and death -the Lord Jesus Christ has those. Let us not fear the adver-
sary, let us resist him - however, let us humble our-
selves before the living God and acknowledge that even
when we cannot understand every scripture, we know
and acknowledge that the Bible is true.
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TI he fear of the Lord is a subject intensely emphasized in
the Bible, but paradoxically has been virtually totally ne-
glected in contemporary Christian literature. That this
subject - the fear of God - deserves further scrutiny is
obvious when one looks into Strong's Concordance and
finds that the word "fear" is used 60 times in the Penta-
teuch (the first five books of the Bible) - and in over 200

Old Testament scriptures by the end of the book of
Psalms. Furthermore, the word "feat" is used 69 times in
the New Testament. The great majority of these scriptures
deal with the concept of fearing God. The points that will
be addressed here are: (1) What is the fear of the Lord? (2)

What is the difference between the spirit of fear, and the
fear of God? (3) Is there a Spirit of the fear of the Lord? (4)

Why should we fear the Lord? (5) How does one begin to
fear the Lord? (6) What are the consequences of fearing
the Lord? First of all, to understand what the Bible means
by fearing God, we need to look at the meanings of the
words used in the original texts. The most frequently used
Hebrew word for fear of the Lord is YARE., Yare means
"to fear; morally to revere; cause to frighten, affright,be
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afraid, dreadful, put in fear,be in reverence, or terrible."
Another word frequently used is YIRAH, which means
"fear, reverence, dreadful, exceedingly fearful." The word
"fear" in the New Testament is the Greek word phobeo or
phobos, from which we derive the word "phobia" in Eng-
lish. Phobeo means "to frighten, to be alarmed, to be in
awe of, to revere, be sore afraid, fear exceedingly, rever-
ence." Phobos means "to be in fear, alarm or fright, be
afuaid, exceedingly fear, or terror."

Therefore, to answer our first question - What is the
fear of the Lord? The following should be stated. The
fear of the Lord is not simply awe - not simply respect

- not simply obedience, as commonly taught. The fol-
lowing definition is derived from the root meanings of
the Hebrew and Greek words used for fear of the Lord.
The FEAR OF THE LORD IS A CREAT AND
DREADFUL AND TERRIBLE REVERENCE AND AWE
FOR ALMICHTY GOD THAT CAUSES ONE TO
SHAKE WITH TERROR. The Lord Jesus Christ empha-
sized this point in Matthew 70:28, "And fear not them
which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but
rather fear Him which is able to destroy both soul and
body in hell." It is also well to remember Rev. 1:18, where
again the Lord Jesus is speaking, "l am He that liveth,
and was dead; and behold, I am alive for evermore,
Amen - and have the keys of hell and death." The Bible
thus tells us that it is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself who
now possesses the keys to hell, and He is the one who
has the ability to lock or unlock the door to eternal jrdg-
ment. Further New Testament emphasis on the nature
of the fear of the living God comes in HebrewsT2:78-27,
"For ye are not come unto the mount that might be
touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto blackness
and darkness, and tempest, and the sound of a trumpet
and the voice of words; which voice they that heard en-
treated that the word should notbe spoken to them any-
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more; For they could not endure that which was
commanded, And if so much as a beast touch the moun-
tain, it shallbe stoned, or thrust through with a dart: And
so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I exceedingly
fear and quake." Also in Hebrews 72:28-29 we read,
"Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be
moved,let us have grace whereby we may serve Cod ac-
ceptably with reverence and godly fear: For our God is a
consuming fve." Hebrews 10:31. states, "It is a fearful
thing to fall into the hands of the living God." Now, the
reader may be questioning in his mind at this point-". ..

but ... but, I thought God was a God of Love!" The an-
swer is - He is! "I thought God was of great loving-kind-
ness and that His mercy endures forever!" The answer is

- He is - and it does! The point being made here is that
our current teaching about the nature of God is out of
balance. We want a coin with heads only, and without a

tail! Our God, the true and only living God - the God of
the Holy Bible - is a God of love, mercy, forgiveness,
and patience - but He also is a jealous God, He also is a
consumingfire, and He will not at all acquit the wicked. I
believe we need to understand without a doubt that
things that are happening all over the world, the cata-
clysmic events of the end-times are not due solely to the
works of Satan, for Satan can do nothing that is not per-
mitted by the absolute Sovereign of the universe - the
Lord God. In other words, there is only one God - and
He is a living and righteous and holy and true God -and He does not react to advance moves of the devil, but
God declares the future from the beginning!

Having seen what the fear of the Lord is - or having
provided a Bible definition of the fear of God, it is impor-
tant to immediately address the second point - what is
the difference between the spirit of fear and the fear of
God? The Bible tells us (2 Timothy 7:7), "For God hath
not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love,
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and of a sound mind." The world is full of fear at this
hour. Many, many believers are tormented by fears of all
types - fear of sickness, fear of blindness, fear of death,
fear of failure, fear of rejection, fear of poverty, fear of
cancer, and so on. We need to make an absolute differen-
tiation at this point. Perhaps one way to explain this will
be to point out the limited ability to describe some things
in the English language. For example, take the word
Love. This single English word can mean anything from
sexual eroticism, to being glad to see grandma, to an un-
selfish, pure devotion to God. The Greek uses three
words to differentiate these types of love (eros, philios,
and agape). The fear of death is a godless spirit totally
opposed to everything the Lord Jesus represents. Jesus
came and triumphed over death, hell, and the grave and
made the actual provision whereby we can be totally set
free from the fear of death! What I am trying to say is
simply this - the common concept of fear is a torment-
ing state, a demonic activity. The best Bible verse on this
that I know is 1 John 4:18, which tells us, "There is no fear
in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear
hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in
love." This tells us, there is no fear in God (for God is
love). But Jesus (perfect love, for He is the fullness of the
Godhead bodily: Colossians 2:8,9) casts out fear - this
tells us that fear is a demon for it needs to be cast out -and further evidence that fear is a demon spirit is be-
cause it has torment, and the striking attribute of un-
clean spirits is that they torment those they inhabit.
Furthermore, anyone who still is full of fear or fears (be-
liever or not) has not been made perfect (whole, mature)
in love (God). In other words, the believer who is still full
of fear has not as yet achieved maturity in that part of
their Christian experience, and needs deliverance from
that torment! In conclusion, there is a common type of
fear which is unclean, tormenting, and from the enemy,
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and this spirit of fear is absolutely NOT from God. How-
ever, there is a fear of God that is holy, clean, and a

strong Biblical necessity to live a life free from overcom-
ing sins and to walk properly before the Lord our God. I
personally believe that there is a spirit of the fear of the
Lord that is holy and is from God. The reason that I be-
lieve this is as follows: Revelation 1:4 and Revelation 3:1

and Revelation 4:5 and Revelation 5:6 all tell us that there
are seven spirits of God. Thus, Revelation 7:4, "John to
the seven churches which are in Asia - Grace be unto
you, and peace, from him which is, and which was, and
which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are
before His throne." Revelation 3:1, "And unto the angel
of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that
hath the seven Spirits of God ..." and Revelation 4:5,
"And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and
thunderings and voices; and there were seven lamps of
fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spir-
its of God." Revelation 5:6," And I beheld, and, lo, in the
midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the
midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain,
having seven horns, and seven eyes, which are the seven
Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth." The reader
may be quite confused at that point, and be musing in his
or her heart, "Why I thought there was only one God?
How can there be a triune God, or three in one? How can
there possibly be one God yet with seven Spirits?" I be-
lieve there is an answer to this apparent dilemma.
Prophet Isaiah (11,:7,2) tells us, "And there shall come
forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall
grow out of His roots: and the spirit of the Lord shall rest
upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and
of the fear of the Lord." Dr. MacMillan years ago taught
me that this was the only place he knew in scripture that
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the seven spirits of God were tabulated, and I believe
that this is true.

Note them carefully:
1) The Spirit of JEHOVAH (the LORD)
2) The Spirit of wisdom

3) The Spirit of understanding
4) The Spirit of counsel

5) The Spirit of might
6) The Spirit of knowledge

7) The Spirit of the fear of the LORD

One can ask - how can one Holy Spirit be seven
Spirits of God? The best answer I have ever heard pro-
posed to that is to think of a natural example. White light

- or( pure white light or pure white color - can be
made by mixing three primary colors (red, blue, and
green). One can also take a pure white light and pass it
through a prism and obtain the seven spectral colors we
all see in the rainbow - red, orange, yellow, green, blue,
indigo, and violet. Thus, we have in the natural, a beauti-
ful example that one is three and is seven - thus, one
white light can be made up of three colors, and can be
broken down into seven spectral hues. How can this be,
one may ask? All I know is that this is a correct observa-
tion, and is basic truth which while so simple obviously
eludes in its profundity our finite abilities to resolve its
depths. One can perhaps simply accept the seven spirits
Iisted by prophet Isaiah as attributes of the Holy Spirit,
and that He as God (the Ruach HaKodesh mentioned in
the second verse of the Bible, Genesis 1:2) has these
seven prime attributes. Now, having defined the fear of
the Lord - having differentiated this from the more
commonly thought of tormenting, evil types of fear -and having shown that there is a spirit of fear, which is
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not from God at all, but that there is also a holy Spirit of
the fear of the living God, or at least an attribute of the
Holy Spirit which causes one to fear the living God - let
us press into answering the other questions from a

scriptural point of view.
Why should we fear the Lord? Six Bible reasons why

we should fear the Lord should be sufficient to begin to
answer this.

1. Exodus 20:20 "And Moses said unto the people, Fear
not: for God is come to prove you, and that His fear may
be before your faces, that ye sin not." This is a very im-
portant verse. At the same time that Moses commanded
the people of Israel not to be afraid of thunder,lightning,
the noise of a trumpet and a smoking mountain - Mo-
ses pointed out to them in the very same verse, the pur-
pose of fearing God - and that is to keep them from sin!
The first reason why we should fear God is to keep us
from sin!

2. Deuteronomy 6:24 " And the Lord commanded us to
do all these statutes, to fear the LORD our God, for our
good always, that He might preserve us alive, as . . . at
this day." The second reason one should fear the Lord is
seen in this verse - Cod commands it!

3. Deuteronomy 70:12-further states: "And now,Israel,
what doth the LORD they God require of thee, but to fear
the LORD thy God, to walk in all His ways, and to love
Him, and to serve the LORD thy Cod with all thy heart
and with all thy soul (verse 73 "to keep the command-
ments of the LORD, and His statutes, which I command
three this day for thy good?).

The third reason for fearing God is that God requires it!

4. ProverbsT6:6 tells us -/'By mercy and truth iniquity is
purged, and by the fear of the Lord men depart from
evil."
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A fourth reason, therefore, why we should fear the
Lord is so that we will depart from evil. Think of that - it
is by the fear of the Lord that men depart from evil! That
is obviously why there is so much evil rampant in the
world today, and that is because there is so little fear of
God abroad in the hearts of men today. The fear of Cod
will return to this earth sooner than most people think!

5. Ecclesiastes 12:13 summarizes the book of Ecclesiastes
in one verse -"lsl us hear the conclusion of the whole
matter - Fear God, and keep His commandments - for
this is the whole duty of man." That is a very heavy
verse, dear reader. To fear God and keep His command-
ments is your whole duty! Therefore, the fifth reason we
should fear the Lord is because it is our duty.

6. Another important reason to fear God is seen in Jeremiah
32:40, "And I will make an everlasting covenant with them,
that I will not tum away from them, to do them good; but I
will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart
from me." Therefore, another reason why we should fear
the Lord is so that we will not depart from the Lord. There
are obviously many other reasons that could be cited.
However,I'd like to briefly summarize these given here in
table form.

WHY SHOULD WE FEAR THE LORD?

L. To keep us from sin

2. God commands it
3. God requires it
4. To depart from evil

5. It is our duty

6. So we will not
depart from God

Exodus 20:20

Deuteronomy 6:24

Deuteronomy 1.0:12

Proverbs 16:6

Ecclesiastes 72:73

Jeremiah 32:40
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In fact, the New Testament tells in Hebrews
5:5-10 that the Lord Jesus Christ Himself was heard in
that He feared the Lord!

Our final point is perhaps the most wonderful one to
the believer. There are literally dozens and dozens of Bi-
ble promises to those who do fear the Lord. Our last
question was - what are the results or consequences of
fearing the Lord? I am listing some of these in table form
on the next pages, so that one can look up each indivi-
dual scripture and study them for yourself.

BIBLE PROMISES TO THOSE
WHO FEAR THE LORD

F
t
i1. You will hav
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iO. Hir mercy will be toward you as the heaven
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112. 
You will have the beginning of wisdom. Psalm 112:1

13. God will bless you. Psalm 112:1;- -r' r1s:11,12 
i
l

14. You will be a companion of all that fear
God, and they will be glad when they see Psalm 779:63,74
you.

fS. Coa will fulfill your desire. Psalm 745:79
iru.c";urr,"u.yo.r..;u";";u. tpr"tr-n- -
77.He willtake pleasure in you. Psalm 147:11

18. You will hate evil. Proverbs 8:13

l*r" -t,t "*" 
* o"!""rry"r@-I9s"lt'-t'lf 

fII
lZO.VllaqLtill be prolonged. Proverbs 10:27 

I

21. You will have strong confidence. lProverbs 14:26

22.You will have a fountain of life. 
lProuerbs 

14:27

23.You will depart from evil ]Proverbs 
16:6

24. By humility and the fear of the Lord are
Proverbs 22:4

rlcnes ano nonour ano lrre.

25. You will come forth from them all. l*.r"**a", 7:1, l
26. It willbe well with you. Ecclesiastes 8:12

" J;+#i',-Tb:sii,3.;ffii: 
rHEE FEAR ;";,; l

28Jou will not depart from Him Ieremiah 32,n9 
]

29 Ynrrt narne r,vill he wriffen in Cnri'q cnecial I29.,Your name will be written in God's special 
Malachi 3:6

oooK ot rememDrance.

|eremiah 32,49 
]

30. The Son of righteousness will rise untoi: tYlalacnt +izyou with healing in His wings.
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31. God's mercy will be on you from
generation to generation.

32. You will be accepted with Him (if you also
work righteousness).

2 Corinthians 7:133. You can perfect holiness.

Finally, I believe there is a Spirit of the fear of the
Lord because of an experience I had around 1973. We
were getting ready to have a meeting of some local
prayer group leaders. One or two other men invited
themselves to the meeting to make it a time of men's fel-
lowship. However, I felt strongly impressed that God
had called the leaders together for a special purpose and
that it was not to be simply another fellowship or Prayer
meeting. I pointed out to a brother - Dr. Thomas Jones

- that rather than have a meeting which the Lord had
not called us to, that I thought we should simply cancel
the meeting. He agreed with that. As we did that,I began
to feel a cold chill sweep over both arms and across my
body. My teeth also began to chatter and I felt quite cold.
Dr. Jones said - "That is the fear of the Lord!" I have
seen others subsequently receive an anointing of the fear
of God. Many have usually received this with no such
outward manifestation and I am certainly not pushing
that experience at all. However, I will close this chapter
with HoseaS:S - "Afterward shall the children of Israel
return, and seek the Lord their God, and shall fear the
Lord and His goodness in the latter days." This tells us
that in the last days the fear of God will return to His peo-
ple. I encourage you, dear reader, to seek the fear of the
Lord for yourselves!
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TIt is truly surprising how often we can hear, but not un-
derstand, and see, but not perceive (Isaiah 6:9). This has
been particularly true in my own experience with re-
gards to recognizing obvious spiritual parallels between
evident neuroanatomical facts and Bible truths. A1-

though it has required years to begin to appreciate the
significance of even a few of these parallels, I believe that
they should be shared with the reader primarily for two
reasons: first, the striking confirmation of the word of
God that human anatomy provides, and second - be-
cause I am confident that medical students, graduate
students, house officers, and physicians - young and
old - who will begin to seek the Lord about this matter
will find many, many more examples that can be
brought out to help expand both our scientific and spiri-
tual vision.

As to why one cannot more readily appreciate certain
basic truths which appear rather obvious may be ex-
plained by 1 Corinthians 7:27 - 

"But God hath chosen
the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and
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Cod hath chosen the weak things of the world to con-
found the things which are mighty." Also, 1 Corinthians
2:'1.4 tells us, "But the natural man receiveth not the
things of the spirit of God - for they are foolishness
unto him - neither can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned."

Let us therefore proceed to investigate the matter to
see if, indeed, there are insights into Bible statements
that can be gained from looking at clinical and basic
medical sciences. Rev. Morris Cerullo frequently makes
the statement that "All truth is parallel." A strong scrip-
tural support for that conclusion can be drawn from
John 14:6 - "Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the
truth, and the life: No man cometh unto the Father, but
by me." In other words, the Lord Jesus Christ has made
in the Bible the overwhelmingly profound statement
that He is the Truth!Note that the LordJesus did not say
"I am truth". What the Lord ]esus stated was: "I AM THE
TRUTH". There is quite a difference between something
being true, and someone being identified personally as
constituting the totality of THE TRUTH. The significance
of knowing the truth is obvious to all. In john 8:32 Jesus
said also "And ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free." The problem is that the natural
mind finds it exceedingly difficult to begin to even con-
ceive of the truth. Thus, in John 78:37-38 after the Lord
Jesus noted that "Everyone that is of the truth heareth
my voice," Pilate said unto Him, "What is truth?" The Bi-
ble tells us in lohn 77:77, "sanctify them through thy
truth: thy word is truth." Therefore, to the world's ques-
tion - "What is truth?" - the Bible responds immedi-
ately - "The word of God is truth." Thus, the Holy Bible
states uncompromisingly that it is TRUTH. If that state-
ment be correct, then we can investigate it by any means

- scientifically, historically, archeologically, or by any
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other legitimate method - and thus determine whether
or not the Bible account is true.

The basis for the neuroanatomicaV spiritual parallels
that will be drawn in this chapter derives from Cenesis
7:26-27. "And God said, Let us make man in our image,
after our likeness . . ." and verse 27 "5o God created man
in His own image, in the image of God created He him;
male and female created He them." The triune nature of
the Godhead is expounded many, many times in the Bi-
ble, and perhaps a classic example would be in the great
commission - Matth ew 28:1.9 - " Q6 ye therefore, and
teach all nations,baptizing them in the name of the Fa-
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." The Bible
also tells us of the triune nature of man, for 1,

Thessalonians 5:23 states - 
"{nd the very God of peace

sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit
and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the com-
ing of our Lord ]esus Christ." If it be true that man was
created by God in His own image, then we should be
able to see overt evidence of the Creator in His creation.

When one first begins to study increased intracranial
pressure in man, one of the foundation stones for under-
standing this problem is the so-called Monroe-Kelly doc-
trine, which considers the head functionally as a closed
box. Inside this box that are three basic compartments -the brain itself and its coverings; the blood and its vessels;
and the cerebrospinal fluid and its pathways. If one of
these compartments increases in an abnormal way, and
there is insufficient compensatory decrease by the other
compartments, then increased intracranial pressure will
result. Thus, if the brain mass increases in size (e.g. a brain
tumor) - or if there is too much blood inside the cranium
(e.g. polycythemia, gteat venous sinus obstruction, ca-
rotid-cavernous fistula, arteriovenous malformation or
the like) - or if there is too much cerebrospinal fluid in-
side the cranium (e.g. hydrocephalus) - then any one of

t8t
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these mechanisms can overwhelm the others and in-
creased intracranial pressure results which can be lethal
in degree. The very fact that there are three major com-
partments inside our closed bony cranium is an interest-
ing fact.

1 John 5:7-8 states - 
"ps1 there are three that bear re-

cord in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy
Ghos| and these three are one. And there are three that
bear witness in earth, the spirit, and the water, and the
blood: and these three agree in one." The spiritual paral-
lelbecomes more apparent when we realize that the wa-
ter here spoken of signifies the Holy Spirit (John 7:37-39)

- 
"ln the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood

and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto
me and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture
hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.
But this spake he of the Spirit, which they thatbelieve on
Him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet
given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified." Further-
more, the blood relates to the Lord ]esus Himself, as
many/ many scriptures attest. For example, 1 Peter
1,:18-19 "Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not re-
deemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from
your vain conversation received by tradition from your
fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a
lamb without blemish and without spot." Also 1 John 1:7

- 
"$sf if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we

have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ His son cleanseth us from all sin." Obviously, the
brain itself would relate to the Father God - so that the
very contents of our bony cranium- the brain, the
blood, and the cerebrospinal fluid - portray vividly the
trinity of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit by their
very natures.

Another parallel is seen by examining figure 1. This
shows a gross photograph of a human brain as viewed
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from below. This
emphasizes that
there are two cere-
bral hemispheres
(marked 'R' for
right and "L" for
left) and another
structure at the
base of the brain.
the cerebellum
(with its smaller
hemispheres
marked "C" in this
picture).

Other impor-
tant structures in-
clude the two optic
nerves. The right
optic nerve is

marked "r" arrd the left optic nerve is marked "I" infig-
ure one which converge to unite and then participate in
an interesting crossing pattern in a structure called the
optic chiasma or chiasm (marked by the black arrow-
heads in this picture). The optic nerves and chiasma will
be discussed in more detail subsequently.

The first point to be noted here, however, relates to
the two cerebral hemispheres. It should be recalled that
the left side of the brain controls the right side of the
body, and vice versa. It is interesting that the left hemi-
sphere is the dominant hemisphere in virtually every
individual. This means that speech arises from the left
(dominant) side of the brain. This was classically
thought to be the case only in right-handed individuals.
There is some difference of opinion as to the degree of
participation of the right hemisphere in speech, but it is
now appreciated that even in the majority of

Figure 1
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left-handed individuals, that speech is still anatomi-
cally represented on the left side of the brain. Increas-
i.g evidence now suggests that the right
(nondominant) hemisphere plays a greater role in
speech than had been previously thought, but the fact
remains that in essence, our ability to speak and com-
prehend spoken words arises in greatest measure in the
left (dominant) hemisphere in the great majority of per-
sons. The spiritual parallel to this is twofold - the Bible
tells us that the Lord Jesus Christ is now seated at the
right hand of God the Father ... Hebrews 1:3 - "Who
being the brightness of His glory, and the express image
of His person/ and upholding all things by the word of
His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat
down on the right hand of the Majesty on high." David
also told us in Psalm 110:1 - "The LORD said unto my
Lord, sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine ene-
mies thy footstool." Therefore, if the Lord Jesus Christ is
at the right hand or the right side of God the Father,
there is even more significance to Christ's statement that

- fohn 72:49) - "ps1 I have not spoken of myself, but
the Father which sent me, He gave me a commandment
what I should say, and what I should speak." Also John
77:8 - "For I have given unto them the words which
thou gavest me; and they have received them, and have
known surely that I came out from thee, and they have
believed that thou didst send me." Thus, even in His
high priestly prayer, the prayer, the Lord ]esus in talking
to His Father acknowledged that the words which he
spoke were given to Him by His Father. This is therefore
an appropriate parallel to the organization of the human
brain in that the left hemisphere is the seat of origin of
our words, but the proper functioning and delivery and
execution requires the cooperation of the entire brain,
and the right (nondominant) hemisphere would relate
to the fact that the Lord Jesus is now at the right hand of
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God the Father. Finally, the intellectual organization of
our language must be effected by a mechanism that will
activate the lips, tongue, pharynx,larlmx, vocal cords and
our peripheral mechanisms of speech, and the final deli-
cate control and synergy of these movements are super-
vised by the "third hemisphevs" - that of the cerebellum
(see figure 1) which resides at the base of the brain.

The cerebellum is a perfect counterpart of the Holy
Spirit, who is the Executor of God's estate on earth. Thus,
the words arise in the dominant hemisphere, and with
proper cofunctioningby the right hemisphere, are trans-
mitted down the internal capsule and descending struc-
tures, to be made appropriately articulate synergistically
by the cerebellum and then the final action of speech can
properlybe produced. The Holy Spirit of God is the One
who takes the word of God into our innermost being and
allows it to become expressed into our outward environ-
ment in an effectual way. The parallelism between the
cerebellum and the Holy Spirit was brought out by a

medical student from Texas at a meeting of Christian
Medical Foundation a few years ago, and I previously
had not realized that and although I do not recall his
name at this time, I want to acknowledge that source of
this point.

I should now like to describe the first and as yet the
still major parallelism that God brought forth from my
own particular practice to my patients.

THE CHIASM AND THE CROSS

An extremely important anatomical structure at the
base of the human brain is called the optic chiasm or
more simply, the chiasm. It is by means of this structure
that an important connection occurs between the optic
nerve bringing information back into the brain from the
right eye, and the optic nerve subserving the left eye.

r85
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Perhaps another look at Figure 1 will be helpful in appre-
ciating the basic anatomy of this structure.

It is well known that the left side of the brain controls
the right side of the body, and vice versa. In other words,
if a patient has a "stroke" on the left side of the brain, he
will present with a paralysis of the right side of the body
(right face, arm, and leg). Conversely,if acerebral vascu-
lar accident involves the right side of the brain, the pa-
tient has a left hemiparesis (weakness of the left side of
the body). The left side of the brain is also where vision to
the right is interpreted, and likewise objects seen to our
left (i.e. in the left halves of the visual field) are inter-
preted by the right side of our brain. This introduces the
concept of the visual field, which must be approached, at
least superficially, to enable the reader to appreciate the
point being considered. The visual field is that portion of
space which can be perceived by one eye. In other
words, if you put your hand over your left eye, and look
out at distance, it is obvious that you can see a considera-
ble portion of space around the area of primary regard,
and this concept is called "peripheral vision" as opposed
to central visual acuity. Central visual acuity is the meas-
ure of visual discrimination that the eye doctor measures
when he has a patient read the smallest possible line of
letters on a distant visual chart. This usually gives the
normal figure of "20120" acuity, which means that a pa-
tient can recognize letters at a distance of 20 feet from
their right eye, for example, which the average normal
healthy eye can just recognize at that distance. If a perso-
n has "20/40'vision in the right eye, he can recognize let-
ters at 20 feet that are exactly twice the size of the 20/20
letters but cannot identify letters smaller than that. It is
possible to have such a loss of visual field that one can
have 20120 acuity and yet be legally blind! This again in-
troduces the concept of visual field and shows its impor-
tance in our life.In a common disease called glaucoma, a
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process in which there is excessive pressure inside an eye
for a significant period of time, the patient gradually
loses side vision or peripheral field, until finally they
may have what has been described as "tunnel vision" or
a" gtrrrbarrel field". A graphic way of describing this was
illustrated by a patient who had 20120 acuity in both
eyes, but who was legally blind and used a white cane
for ambulation, by saying this, "Doctor, if you take a pa-
per bag, punch two small holes in it and put Coca-cola
straws in each of those two holes, and then put that pa-
per bag over your head, you can see what I see!" In such
a circumstance, an individual might be able to see a gnat
on the floor down one of the soda straws, and yet would
be totally unable to walk out of the room without
bumping into the furniture or the door. In other words,
although central visual acuity was superb, there simply
is insufficient visual field to allow for walking.

Now to return to our consideration of the chiasm.
The next thing one must know is that there is a film in-
side the eye, comparable to the film in any camera, and
this is called the retina. The retina on the outer half of the
eye is called the temporal retina (i.e. towards the temple)
whereas the half towards the nose is called the nasal ret-
ina. The temporal retinal fibers come straight back
through the optic nerve on both sides (i.e. they do not
cross), whereas the nasal retinal fibers cross at the base of
the brain in the structure called the chiasm. The next
thing that one must know is that there is a mirror image
inside the eye. This can be recalled from considering the
image produced by a convex lens is an inverted image on
the opposite side of the lens.

The same thing happens in the eye. Thus, if you
cover your left eye, and look out at space, it will be obvi-
ous that objects seen on your right side of the right eye
(i.e. in the right temporal field) project to a point on the
left side of the retina in the right eye (i.e. on to the nasal
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Figure 2

retina in the right eye). The major point relating to the
chiasm now is evident. There is only one place in the hu-
man body that a simple lesion can produce a bitemporal
visual field defect - and that is at the chiasm.

What are we saying here? This is a very basic and im-
portant concept to grasp. A patient with a bitemporal
field defect has difficulty seeing to the sides with both
eyes. A few examples of marked bitemporal field defects
might be cited to make this point absolutely clear. Dr.

Rt
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McCrary tells of a patient who came to him complaining
about his vision and when asked what the problem was,
the person asked -'Will you listen?" When he replied
in the affirmative, the patient stated - 

//p66fer, when I
am driving my car,if I close my left eye,I cannot see my
right hand on the steering wheel, but if I close my right
eye,I cannot see my left hand on the steering wheel!" A
retired General Motors executive who loved to sail on
Lake Michigan noted that when sailing in the summer
time that friends would complain because he sailed too
close to boats on both sides of his craft. If a patient com-
plains of such a visual disturbance, i.e. difficulty seeing
to both sides and yet with retained vision straight ahead,
they often have a bitemporal type field defect. This im-
mediately alerts the ophthalmologist to the fact that a tu-
mor or mass lesion at the optic chiasm at the base of the
brain (typically a pituitary tumor is a common cause for
such a complaint) must be excluded. An example of a

visual field defect seen with a chiasmal lesion is seen in
Figure 2.

Now, the reader may be totally bored with these
medical concepts at this point. However, the Bible tells
us (1 Samuel 2:3b) - "Talk no more so exceeding
proudly; let not arrogance come out of your mouth; for
the LORD is a God of knowledge, and by Him actions
are weighed." Other verses make it clear that the Lord is
the God of all knowledge, and in fact Proverbsl:7 tells us
"The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge:
but fools despise wisdom and instruction," It is obvious
that if we fear God and His word, we will want to pursue
true godly knowledge and wisdom - whether in the
natural, secular, or spiritual realm.

The point I am trying to make is simply this - for
years and years I saw patients in neuro-ophthalmic con-
sultation who had a bitemporal type of visual field de-
fect. After finishing my examination,, I would sit down
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and draw the patient and his family a picture of the optic
nerves and their crossing at the base of the brain, and
point out that they MUST have a lesion at the optic
chiasm. The visual problem was thus not inside their
eyes at all, but at the base of the brain and in this one par-
ticular structure - the chiasm. They needed x-rays and
further studies (as a computed tomographic scan, or
"CT" scan) to define the problem further, and it was
pointed out that often after a neurosurgical operation
they might be able to regain their vision, whereas if the
problem was neglected, procrastination could only lead
to further visual loss, and finally end up in total blino-
ness. One day while drawing this picture for a patient,
and after having done so for many years, and showing
them the nature of the chiasm, and after telling the pa-
tient that the word "chiasm" or "chiasma" irt Greek
means a "crossing" ,the thought came into my mind, and
I sincerely believe it was by the prompting of the Holy
Spirit - 

"p6n'1 you realize that the chiasm represents
the CROSS?" I simply had never conceived of the
chiasm from a spiritual point of view. It was as if a light
went off in my mind. I had heard and read of books that
speculated as to why such a visual decussation oc-
curred in man in the chiasm, and really no good expla-
nation had been given. However, when I recalled that
God made man in His own image (Genesis 2:27), then
the spiritual significance of the chiasm became immedi-
ately apparent! The cross of Jesus Christ was not an af-
ter thought of God at all, for the Bible tells us that the
sacrifice of God's only begotten Son for the salvation of
our souls was planned before the foundation of the
world! Thus, the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross was no
after thought of God - no reaction to something that
Satan had done - at all, but was the necessary prereq-
uisite to our entering into the household of God and
this was known from before eternity! A few pertinent
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Bible references in this regard are: 1 Peter 1:18-20 -"Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with
corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain
conversation received by tradition from your fathers;
but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb with-
out blemish and without spot, who verily was foreor-
dained before the foundation of the world, but was
manifest in these last times for you." Another Scripture
illustrating this extremely important point is Revelation
13:8 - "And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship
him, whose names are not written in the book of life of
the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world." Other
pertinent verses in this regard are: Ephesians 1:4, He-
brews 9:26, Revelation 77:8,but these make the point.

What is the bottom line of this point, you ask? Simply
this - the HUMAN BRAIN RECEIVES NO VISUAL
INFORMATION THAT DOES NOT GO BY THE CROSS
(CHIASM)! Another way to express this, is that if Jesus is
the head, and the church is the body (Ephesians 1:22-23

tells us "And that put all things under his feet and gave
him to be the head over all things to the church, which is
his body the fulness of him that filleth all in all"). Just as

the BRAIN receives NO VISION that does not go by the
chiasm, so God requires that all visual input into the mind
of the Lord go by way of the CROSS of Jesus Christ! This
was foreordained before the foundation of the world, and
has been anatomically imprinted in every mortal who has
lived since Adam was created! The analogy has much
greater perfection than this! The visual fields of the right
eye and the left eye overlap, so that the binocular visual
field is extremely important in giving us our ability to per-
ceive stereopsis or DEPTH PERCEPTION. With only one
eye, an individual has lost most of his ability to recognize
objects in three dimensional space. Thus, we require coor-
dination between our "right" eye and otJr "left" eye to
have a full and perfect and proportionate depth view. It is

t9l
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amazing at how accurate this anatomic picture is when
compared to spiritual reality.

We speak of those on the "right" as being "conserva-
tive" and those on the "left" as being "ltberal" . Note how
this would apply to the church - God requires that both
divisions of His body - the called out body of believers
or ecclesia or 'church' 

- i.s. the liberals and the conser-
vatives - that BOTH must cooperate in order for us to
fully see spiritual depth. However, BOTH must go to the
Lord by the same route - i.e. the CROSS. There is no vi-
sually functioning bypass for the optic chiasm of Jesus
Christ, just as the "conservative" Christian must relate to
Cod through the cross of Jesus Christ. To the fundamen-
tal believer, the word "liberal" often has an unpleasant
connotation, perhaps as illustrated by Isaiah's descrip-
tion of the millenium - Isaiah 32:3, 5, 6, - " 6r.O the eyes
of them that see shall not be dim, and the ears of them
that hear shall hearken." "The vile person shall be no
more called liberal, nor the churl said to be bountiful. For
the vile person will speak villainy, and his heart will
work iniquity, to practice hypocrisy, and to utter error
against the LORD ." artd in verse 8, "But the liberal
deviseth liberal things and by liberal things shall he
stand." The point of this is that a day is coming when a
VILE person will not be described as a LIBERAL, but will
simply be recognized openly for his or her VILLAINY!
The point about the chiasm, however, is that if one co-
mes to God by the cross of Jesus Christ, he or she may be
on the right or on the left, from the standpoint of their
church doctrine, but both have perfect visual access to
the mind of God when they come by the blood and the
cross and sacrifice of Jesus, and indeed it is the coopera-
tion between both divisions of the church that gives the
true and deep and appropriate spiritual insight and
truth. The Lord jesus and in John 14:6 - "I am the way,
the life, and the truth - no man cometh unto the Father
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but by me!" Therefore, just as no man or woman can
come to God any other way than by the Lord Jesus
Christ - no visual input can be received by the human
brain that does not go by way of an anatomical structure
we all possess, which is truly a CROSS!

THE OPTIC NERVE

The human eye is connected with the brain by means
of a large structure at the back of the eye called the optic
nerve. This is often divided into four parts which are

called the intraocular, intraorbital, intraosseous, and
intracranial parts. These are illustrated in Figure 3.

(Given to me through the courtesy of Dr. Malcolm
Luxenberg.) This may be taught to students as the "tele-
phone number" of the optic nerve is "L,30, 6, L0."
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Thus, the small part of the optic nerve seen in the eye

with the ophthalmoscope, is the intraocular portion is no

more than 1 mm long. The portion of the optic nerve

which goes from the back of the eyeball to the front of
the bony canal separating the orbit (socket) from the
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base of the brain is 30 mm long (the intraorbital portion).
The optic nerve then goes through a bony partition (the
optic canal) which is about 6 mm long (varies from 6-10
mm by measurement), and then enters the intracranial
(brain) compartment and has an intracranial segment
which is 10 mm long (i.e. from back of optic canal to front
of the chiasm). Once I realized the spiritual significance of
the chiasm (i.e., the cross), then the connections with the
chiasm began to have obvious spiritual significance. The
brain looks out, as it were, and sees an anatomical 'con-
tinuum' from optic tract (before the cross), through the
chiasm (at the time of the crucifixion), and then the optic
nerves (on out from the cross until the present) I believe
this expresses the fact that God sees all true believers as a
continuum. Old Testament and patriarchal saints were
saved by faith looking forward to the cross (believing in a
Messiah who was to come), and those since Calvary are
saved by faith looking back towards the cross @elieving in
the Messiah who already has come, been crucified, dead,
and resurrected to sit at the right hand of God). If one can
receive that concept, then the divisions of the optic nerve
become anatomically even more significant. When we
look into the human living eye with an ophthalmoscope,
we see only a very small portion of the optic nerve which
is called the "papilla" or "optic disc". This is usually only
about 0.6 mm in length, often rounded off to about 1

mm. I believe this signifies the fact that the believers in
Christ Jesus that we see are really only a very, very small
fraction of those that God sees. Behind the eye - hidden
in the orbital portion - is a much, much longer segment
of optic nerve (30 mm in total length in a space of about
18 mm so there is some redundancy of the nerve to allow
the eye to move freely) that stops at the optic canal. I be-
lieve this represents all the other living believers that we
really do not see or contact personally. Thus, there are
many/ many more born again believers in Europe, Asia,
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South America, and the like that we may not appreciate,
but who are truly part of the world-wide family of Cod,
and the Lord sees them just as He see us. Now a bony
transition - the optic canal - occurs. This to my mind is
a vivid analogy that there are saints are alive on the earth

- i.e. distal to the optic canal - and born again saints
who have left this earth and are now on the "headward"
side (or heavenly side) of eternal life. They are just as sig-
nificant and iust as continuous with the Godhead as oth-
ers, but to the outer surface, they appear to have gone
through a separation - a bony partition so are no longer
as evident externally. Then we see the intracranial seg-
ment of the optic nerve, and that relates to all deceased
Christians from these who went to glory a few moments
ago, all the way back to the early Christian martyrs who
went to Heaven just after the time of the resurrection of
Jesus Christ nearly 2,000 years ago. All of them are repre-
sented by the intracranial portion of the optic nerve, and
serve to connect the cross with the bony transition be-
tween human death and life in the flesh.

It is very important to understand, however, that be-
hind the cross we have a direct connection of the visual
pathways which is called the optic tract. I believe this is
the Old Testament believer who was saved by faith be-
fore Calvary. Note that the Old Testament saint, how-
ever, must have a direct connection and access through
the cross, however, for if severed from the cross, no vi-
sion would be transported to the human occipital lobes.

There are so many, many aspects of spiritual
neuroanatomy. For example, the human cornea is the
front transparent part of the eye that relates directly to
the outside world. The cornea has five layers - epithe-
lium, Bowmans membrane, stroma, Descemet's mem-
brane, and endothelium. One might compare that to the
five fold ministry (apostles, prophets, pastors, teachers,
evangelists) through which our initial spiritual vision



t96 A Physicion's Foith

usually comes. One will recall that the human retina has
functioning visual elements called "rods" 2nd "s6ngs" -the former relate to seeing at "night" and the latter to
seeing by " day" . Thus, there are elements in the body of
Christ that function when we are in darkness, and other
elements which allow for clear and distinct vision when
we are in light. Just as intercessors are seeking the face of
God on the other side of the world while we are asleep,
so they play a vital role in the well-being of the body of
Christ, just as we do when we pray and praise the Lord
by day when we are awake and intercede for believers
on the other side of the globe who are in actual
night-time hours at those moments. The analogy could
go on and on - however, I believe that this short de-
scription of the fact that almighty God has build into the
human being a structure which is actually a crossing or a
bona-fide CROSS through which all vision must pass
has an obvious spiritual analogy. One might dismiss this
as mere intellectual speculation however, I believe that
one must weigh the seen with the unseen, and I believe
that if one sincerely prays and asks the Heavenly Father,
the only true and ii"ing God, to show them their perso-
nal relationship to Him and the significance of the cross
of Jesus Christ, that the Holy Spirit of God will translate
this lesson from an intellectual exercise to a personal ex-
perience that will truly open your eyes into a new
spiritual dimension and enable you to appreciate the
true divinity of the Lord ]esus Christ!
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I h"." are so many things that could be discussed in a

book of this type that time and space simply do not per-
mit. In concluding the matter, however, I want to leave
with you a list of priorities that I have found by experi-
ence to be essential to progressing in and enjoying the
Christian life. Not everyone will agree with them - per-
haps they are not necessarily all in correct order - but I
am sure that virtually every man or woman who loves
the Lord Jesus Christ, who believes the Bible and who
has experienced personally the step under consider-
ation, will find basic agreement in their heart with this
list. Perhaps the list might first be seen in table form.

SPIRITUAL PRIORITIES FOR THE BELIEVER

1. Reading the Bible every day

2.Prayer
3. Salvation - The New Birth
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4. Water baptism by immersion
5. Baptism in the Holy Spirit
6. Praying every day in other tongues
7. Deliverance from demonic spirits, curses,

bondages

8. Commitment (obedience, tithing, fasting)
9. A good fellowship
10. Christian friends!
11. Cood teaching (literature, tapes, Christian

television)

12. Family devotions
13. Determine to seek God
14. Avoidance of ungodly things (rock music, most

movies, most TV programs, many things in the
media, newspapers, and the like)

15. Spiritual warfare

If one looks at this list, he might be tempted to simply
say, this is too hard, I give up! The first thing one might
hasten to add is this, you will not have to do these things
in your own will power or your own soulish power -for the Holy Spirit of God will empower you and desires
with all His heart to enable you to become conformed to
the image of God's only begotten Son - the Lord Jesus
Christ. The first thing the Lord wants is for you to desire
Him. I believe the most important thing in this list is
reading the Bible. The Bible IS the word of God - it is
forever settled in Heaven - I put it before the New Birth
experience, only because it is by means of the Bible that
most believers have come to the Lord Jesus Christ. Faith
comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
Therefore, if you determine to read the Bible through -for information, for a good education, or for whatever
motive - simply reading it through for yourself will



Summory: Ihings Thot Are Reolly lmportont t99

have a salutary effect on your life. Now, if you pray be-
fore you read it and sincerely ask the Living God to show
you His Truth and to open your mind to receive the true
things of God from this book, you will be on your way to
the most important experimental step - truly, being
saved or born again. Thereafter, I urge you to seek the
baptism in the Holy Spirit and to pray every day in other
tongues as the Holy Spirit gives you the utterance.

This will edify you, build you up/ and will lead you
into an entirely new spiritual dimension than you have
previously experienced. The Bible will become a new
book to you - you will become truly hungry to read it
and to hide its teachings in your heart - and you will
learn to believe it and to obey it. The other steps will then
come naturally, but you must DETERMINE in your
heart to seek God and His Kingdom and His righ-
teousness. Just as you determine to seek the Lord Jesus
Christ, you will want to determine to avoid ungodly mu-
sic, movies, television,literature, and to seek only those
things that are pure and lovely and edifying. You will
learn to pray against principalities, powers, rulers of
darkness, and unclean spirits in the heavenlies in your
spiritual language and to reclaim the things that Satan
has stolen from you, your family, your loved ones, your
church, and your nation. This is an hour when the whole
world is shaking - for God has said he is going to shake
everything that can be shaken - and if you seek the liv-
ing God through His Holy Word, the Bible,I can assure
you from personal experience, lou will not be disap-
pointed. There are many, many things in the Lord that I
have not experienced - and there are many, many
things I do not know. There are many lessons about heai-
ing that I simply have not experienced.My love for the
unlovely needs great help from God. My soulish nature
needs further crucifixion. However, I do know this - I
know the Bible is true, that God is love, and that Tesus
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Christ is my personal Saviour, and I commend that to
you, whether physician, patient, or whoever you may be

- my prayer is that you will pray now - receive Jesus
Christ as your Saviour - andbegin a new excitinglife in
the Bible!

If you have trusted the Lord Jesus Christ as your Sav-
iour through reading this book, I'd love to hear from
you. I am not always able to answer every letter immedi-
ately but will try to do so or to help direct you to some-
one who can help you. Please let me hear from you, and
may the Lord bless you and yours is my prayer.
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TIn keeping accurate medical records on a patient, every
good doctor starts with the chief complaint (C.C.), fol-
lowed by u thorough history of the present illness
(H.P.I.) Other notes then follow in order of priority, as
past history (P.H.), family history (F.H.) and the like. As
the patient continues under this doctor's care, he will of-
ten return for follow-up visits, on occasions varying from
weeks to months to years. At each of these return visits,
or upon daily visits to a patient in hospital, the physician
will write a summary of recent changes in the patient's
medical status. This update in the patient's chart will be
recorded under the title of "Progress Notes" or "Interval
History". Since the first edition of this book was pub-
lished in the early 80's, and this chapter is being written
in2007, it was suggested to me by two very close friends

-Dr. R. Michael Siatkowski, Professor of Ophthalmol-
ogy at the University of Oklahoma, and Pastor Bruce O.
Kl"pp, our Pastor at Upper Room Assembly of God
Church in Miami, FL for over 16 years- that I should
add a brief progress report to this book. Although I do
not relish talking so much in the first person, it did seem
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reasonable to try to at leastbriefly summarize one's spiri-
tual state especially now that a quarter century has tran-
spired since the previous volume.

We moved to Miami, Florida in 7962 when I joined
the faculty of the Department of Ophthalmology at the
University of Miami, where I served as Professor of
Neuro-ophthalmology from 7962unt1I I retired there in
7994 at age 65. Having graduated from Duke University
Medical School in 1952, it is seen that I was engaged in
the full-time practice of medicine for 42 years. When I re-
tired from ophthalmology,I mean ltotally retired from it.
Many asked me whether I wanted to work part time, or
continue a bit in some medical capacity, but my experi-
ence has been that if one retires from medicine, which is
an extremely interesting and challenging profession that
he should have another field of interest to replace the
former occupation to avoid boredom or a feeling of be-
ing generally useless. Fortunately when I turned 64
years of age, the Lord quickened to me the following
verse - Acts 6:4 - "But we will give ourselves continually
to prayer, and to the ministry of the word." That verse
has been my goal now for the past 13 years since retire-
ment from the Bascom Palmer Eye Institute. I feel that
my calling has been that of being a teacher all of my life -
majoring on medicine until age 65 and on prayer and
Bible teaching until my present age of 78.

We have attended a home church (1970-1975), Bro.
Frank Marzullo's ministry in Miami (7975-7978), Light-
house Christian Fellowship, (7978-1.988), and Upper
Room Assembly of God ever since under the ministry of
Bro. Bruce Kl"pp. We have maintained a home Bible
study at our house every Tuesday night for over 30 years
and this has been covered by Upper Room Church.

In 1977 I served with Dr. Ronald Seeley of Tampa,
and with Dr. Curtis Benton -at that time from Ft. Laud-
erdale- and we started an annual meeting called the
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Christian Ophthalmology Society. This features a mix-
ture of both scientific professional papers and also spiri-
tual talks, but all of them being given by physicians. The
Lord has blessed this work and the thirty-first annual
meeting will be in San Antonio, Texas July 26-29,2007.
The author was the first president of Christian Ophthal-
mology Society fuom7977-7990; Dr. Bradley Farris, Pro-
fessor of Ophthalmology, University of Oklahoma
School of Medicine was president from 1990-2000, and
Dr. R. Michael Siatkowski has been president from 2000
to the present. The Christian Ophihalmology Society
has grown from an initial meeting of no more than 30
physicians so that currently the meeting usually has
about 100-150 doctors and their spouses and children. It
has been spiritually uplifting to meet with other doctors
and to fellowship together.

One can obtain more information about the COS at
their website: www.cosw.org You can contact Dr. R. Mi-
chael Siatkowski, the current president at his address
which is 608 Stanton L Young Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK
73704. This organization sponsors giving a Bible to every
new eye resident we can possibly contact and to many
medical students as well.

I have also enjoyed being active in the Kendall,
Florida camp of the Gideons International. We enjoy dis-
tributing Bibles to hospitals, retirement and nursing
homes, schools, doctors offices as well as sending Bibles
to over 180 countries of the world now.

Elizabeth and I have been blessed with three children,

-Joseph 
Lawton Smith, Jr.,a pilot with Net Jet corpora-

tion, Pauline Smith Kalasinski, a house wife in Cape Coral
Florida, and Hugh Coleman Smith, a pilotwith Continen-
tal Airlines who lives in Mendham, NJ. We have three
precious granddaughters: Christine Kalasinski, age 9;
Taylor Nicole Smith agel3,and Kendall Renick Smith age
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77. Elizabeth and I are glad to report that all three of our
children are regular church attenders.

Finally the most important thing I can say to you,
dear reader, is to love the Bible. I read some of the Kitg
James version of the Holy Bible every day and have for
years. That, with daily prayer with my wife morning and
night have kept us married now for over 52 years! Eliza-
beth and I also share communion every morning and
have done this daily for over three years now and find it
an excellent way to start the day. I believe the most im-
portant gift one can give to their children is to love the
Bible.

Medically speaking, my age is certainly telling. I
have mild Parkinsonism on my left side,but this has
done well with Sinemet and the wonderful care of Dr.
Ray Lopez, ffiy neurologist. My voice becomes weak,
my balance is also weak, and my memory is poorer as I
age, but by clinging to Jesus and reading the Bible, God
has never let me down and I am looking forward to that
wonderful day of seeing the glory of God manifested in
the face of my Lord Jesus Christ. May Cod bless you and
yours - trust Jesus Christ today - you will never regret it.
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IVIany believers may be interested in reading further
about the baptism in the Holy Spirit, or want to find out
about experienced deliverance ministries, or have other
similar questions - but may not have access to sound, es-
tablished, and reputable sources of Bible based teaching
in that regard. The following have proven to be generally
reliable in my experience and can be recommended as a
good basic source of Christian teaching materials.

1. A terrific Christian newspaper is "Herald of His Coming."
I strongly recommend it. Write: "Herald of His Coming," PO
Box279, Seelyville,IN 4787 and ask to be put on their mail-
ing list. The paper is sent free of charge but a small contribu-
tion to help them with their work for Christ is appreciated
and appropriate. I have enjoyed this monthly for over thfuty
years and recommend it without reservation.

2. "Yoice of the Martyrs" magazine is also an excellent
small monthly publication put out by Voice of the Martyrs,
PO Box M3, Bartlesville, OK 74005-0M3. lt shares news
from many persecuted believers who have found the Lord
Jesus and usually share how they received the Holy Spirit.
It is free but is supported by faith.



206 A Physicion's Foith

3. Two excellent basic books on the deliverance ministry
were published years ago by the late Rev. Don Basham.
These are: "Can a Christian Have a Demon?" available for
$7, and "Deliver Us From Evil" for $15, and both books can
be obtained thru r,rnr.w.LakeHamiltonBibleCamp.com.
Both were written by Rev. Don Basham whom I knew per-
sonally and are totally reliable, in my opinion.

4. Another good book on deliverance is - "Eight Keys
to Spiritual and Physical Health" by Rev. Frank
Marzullo Sr. (with Nina Snyder). This can be obtained
from AbeBooks.com or www.FrankMarzullo.com Rev.
Marzullo also had an excellent series of cassette teach-
ing tapes on deliverance. His basic series of six tapes is
recommended as a starter for anyone interested in de-
liverance but Rev. Marzullo Sr. is now with the Lord.

5.. "Pigs in the Parlour" and "The Breaking of Curses" are
excellent books on deliverance by Rev. Frank Hammond.
They can be obtained from Impact Books, phone
374-822-3309. They cost $9.95 and $7.95 respectively.

6. The "Jewish Voice Today" magazine is good. Write and
ask to be put on their mailing list at: P.O. Box 30990, Phoe-
nix, A2,85046-0990. Tapes of good Hebrew Christian tes-
timonies are available from them.

7. "Charisma" magazine is well done and interesting. Or-
der Charisma magazine from: Strang Communications,
600 Rinehart Road, Lake Mary,FL32746 or Charisma on
line.

8. Excellent books and tapes by Rev. Derek Prince are
available. They are excellent for the beginning Bible stu-
dent as well as the intellectually minded person. A com-
plete list of his tapes and books can be obtained from
Derek Prince Ministries, P. O.Box 19501, Charlotte, NC
28219-9501.. Christian Book Distributors, phone
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7-800-247-4784, has Bro. Prince's "They Shall Expel De-
mons"for $9.99 and "Blessing or Curse - You Can
Choose" for $11.99 "There are many other on line re-
sources for Derek Prince's books, tapes and videos. Just
put "Derek Prince" on the search line of your computer
and you will obtain a tremendous source of excellent
teaching materials. AbeBooks.com is an excellent
source of used or new books by the authors mentioned
here. Rev. Derek Prince how now gone to his heavenly
reward but was one of the most outstanding Bible
teachers in the world in this past generation.

9. Others that can be recommended include "War on the
Saints" (full text unabridged edition) by ]essie
Penn-Lewis, 9th edition, Thomas E. Lowe, Ltd., New
York. This can be ordered through Christian bookstores.
Some good material is put out by Lake Hamilton Bible
Camp, P.O. Box 21576, Hot Springs, AK, 77903, phone
501.-525-8204. " I don't agree with everything put out by
this camp, but they have excellent speakers (Rev. Frank
Hammond, Rev. David Alsobrook and others) on many
tapes.

10. A limited number of a useful small tract entitled "Jew-
ish Physicians Speak on Issues of Life and Death" are
available at $1 per copy. This contains short personal
testimonies of 10 different Jewish medical doctors who
have received the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal
Savior and is an effective and useful gift for intellectuals
and professionals. Also a book "Foreshadows of Mes-
siah" by the author can be obtained for $3 to cover post-
age and handling from: J.L.Smith, MD 9820 SW 62Court,
Miami, FL 331,56.

1L. League of Prayer has an excellent newsletter which
can be obtained by writing to them at Post Office Box
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6803L0, Prattville, AL 36068. www.leagueofprayer.org
(334) 361,-8497.

Finally, one must use some discernment when read-
ing any Christian literature. One should pray before
reading and ask the Holy Spirit of God to help one dis-
cern truth from error. One may not always agree with
everything that is written, obviously. Rev. Derek Prince
points out that when eating fish, one should swallow the
meat, and spit out the bones - and not simply stop eat-
i.g. It is hoped that these sources of information will
prove helpful to the reader. God bless you!

J.Lawton Smith, MD
9820 SW 62Court
Miami, FL 33156

E-mail : JLS0207 29@ aol. com

Revised April2007
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Dr. f. Lawton Smith, was Professor of Ophthalmology

(Emeritus) at the Bascom Palmer Eye Institute, University of

Miami School of Medicine., Miami, Florida. His primary

specialty was in the field of Neuro-ophthalmology. This

subject deals with the diagnosis of diseases of the eye and

visual system as they relate to disorders of the brain, central

nervous system, and general systemic disease. This book

shares the importance of what the Bible has meant in his own

personal, family, and professional life.


