
Have you ever read President Lincoln's Proclamation of Thanksgiving in
1863?
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Hope you had a good Thanksgiving -- eating some great food, hanging out with those 
you love, and perhaps taking time to reflect on the gracious work of God in your life.

During the day did anyone read President Abraham Lincoln's Proclamation of 
Thanksgiving on October 3, 1863?  Considering it was written in the middle of our 
country's deepest internal conflict, it is quite a remarkable proclamation -- asking 
people to set aside "a day of Thanksgiving and Praise" in the midst of a Civil War. It 
shows something of the character of the leaders. If you have never read it or if it has 
been a while since you have read it, it's worth the read.  May it move you to give 
thanks.

Washington, D.C. 
October 3, 1863 

By the President of the United States of America. 

A Proclamation. 

https://cosw.org/wp-admin/admin-ajax.php?page=acymailing5_front&ctrl=archive&task=view&mailid=33&subid=66-QAqwr7Lba5xh3B&key=YLtza2ue&noheader=1&action=acymailing5_frontrouter&noheader=1?idU=1


The year that is drawing towards its close, has been filled with the
blessings of fruitful fields and healthful skies. To these bounties, which
are so constantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget the source from
which they come, others have been added, which are of so extraordinary a
nature, that they cannot fail to penetrate and soften even the heart which
is habitually insensible to the ever watchful providence of Almighty God.

In the midst of a civil war of unequalled magnitude and severity, which
has sometimes seemed to foreign States to invite and to provoke their
aggression, peace has been preserved with all nations, order has been
maintained, the laws have been respected and obeyed, and harmony has
prevailed everywhere except in the theatre of military conflict; while that
theatre has been greatly contracted by the advancing armies and navies of
the Union.

Needful diversions of wealth and of strength from the fields of peaceful
industry to the national defence, have not arrested the plough, the shuttle
or the ship; the axe has enlarged the borders of our settlements, and the
mines, as well of iron and coal as of the precious metals, have yielded
even more abundantly than heretofore. Population has steadily increased,
notwithstanding the waste that has been made in the camp, the siege and
the battle-field; and the country, rejoicing in the consciousness of
augmented strength and vigor, is permitted to expect continuance of
years with large increase of freedom.

No human counsel hath devised nor hath any mortal hand worked out
these great things. They are the gracious gifts of the Most High God, who,
while dealing with us in anger for our sins, hath nevertheless
remembered mercy.

It has seemed to me fit and proper that they should be solemnly,
reverently and gratefully acknowledged as with one heart and one voice
by the whole American People. I do therefore invite my fellow citizens in
every part of the United States, and also those who are at sea and those
who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last
Thursday of November next, as a day of Thanksgiving and Praise to our
beneficent Father who dwelleth in the Heavens. And I recommend to
them that while offering up the ascriptions justly due to Him for such
singular deliverances and blessings, they do also, with humble penitence
for our national perverseness and disobedience, commend to His tender
care all those who have become widows, orphans, mourners or sufferers
in the lamentable civil strife in which we are unavoidably engaged, and
fervently implore the interposition of the Almighty Hand to heal the
wounds of the nation and to restore it as soon as may be consistent with
the Divine purposes to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquility
and Union. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of
the United States to be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington, this Third day of October, in the year of
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, and of the



Independence of the United States the Eighty-eighth. 

By the President: Abraham Lincoln 

William H. Seward, 
Secretary of State. 

 

Giving Tuesday
November 30th

This Tuesday, November 30th, is Giving Tuesday. You might already have a giving
plan for the end of the year, but if you are still deciding how you are going to give,
would you consider financially supporting the COS Ministry Fund with a year-end
gift? The society is experiencing growth in our ministries throughout the US and
world. Here are a few examples:



We continue to support the next generation of ophthalmologists in training
through grant support for our annual meeting attendance.
Glen Mentorship Program (discipleship for any member in training or young
ophthalmologist)
COS Missionary Support (regular connections and support of our missionary
colleagues)
Foster a Missionary Program (a new ministry where the society pours in to one
specific missionary for a full year)
Providing venues yearly within major medical meetings including the AAO,
ASCRS, ASRS, AAPOS and ARVO.
Partnering with local members to launch Regional Refresh events in different
cities around the country.
Providing both print and digital resources for the practicing ophthalmologist
and for those in training including archives of our important talks and lectures.

If you would like to learn more about any of these ministries, please visit our website
by clicking HERE. With each of these ministries, we hope to spiritually encourage
ophthalmologists and their practices around the world to support them in
communicating the gospel of Jesus Christ with their patients and communities.

If you wish to give to the COS 2021 Ministry Fund, click here and look for "2021
Ministry Fund".

Thank you for your generosity and support in "Sharing Christ's Light Through
Caring for Sight".

Please Update Your Profile
 on the New Website

Our new website should be using your prior password if you wish to login however, if
you find you are unable to login, please go through a "lost password process" to
establish your username and password so you can log in to the website.  To do this,
click "Log In" in the upper right hand corner of the webpage, go through the "lost
password process", and update your profile so you can login to our new website.

 Thank you. 

 

Thank you for your support.

For the entire COS Board & Staff, 

The COS Executive Board, 
Matthew McCauley, M.D. 
Jean Hausheer, M.D. 

https://cosw.org/?idU=1&acm=66_33
https://cosw.org/support-the-cos/?acm=66_33
https://cosw.org/?acm=66_33


Jeff Taylor, M.D. 
Eddie Mengarelli, M.D. 
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