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COS Prayer Breakfast at AAO
    The COS prayer breakfast held at the 

annual American  Academy of Ophthal-
mology will be Monday, November 12, 
2007 from 6:30-8:00 A.M. at the Hilton 
Garden Inn Convention Center,  Wood-
ward Rooms A & B. 

     No reservations are needed for those 
attending the AAO in New Orleans.  

Breakfast is free to all. 

     Dr.  Walter Paschall will be the fea-
tured speaker. 
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    The 31st annual COS meeting was held in 
San Antonio, TX July 26-29, 2007 at the Hyatt 
Regency Hotel with Drs. Kyle Smith and Cal-
vin Eshbaugh hosting.  The scientific sessions 
were filled with “clinical pearls” from excel-
lent speakers on topics including pseudo-
accommodative intraocular lenses by Dr. Cal-
vin Eshbaugh, corneal update by Dr. David 
McCartney, neurology update by Dr. Gabriel
Pardo, a retina symposium by Dr. Robert 
Leonard, and glaucoma management by Dr.
 Elizabeth Hodapp.  Interspersed with the sci-
entific program were excellent presentations 
on Medical Ethics and missions.

     The Mission Program, now under the direc-
tion of Dr. Larry Balisky from Canada,  was 
held on Thursday, July 26, and included morn-
ing discussions on  “Why go on Mission Trips
By Dr. Glenn Strauss with Mercy Ships, pre-
paring for a short term mission trip by Dr. 
Daniel Reshef, Getting Organized on Site by
Dr. David Doka, Pre-Operative preparation:  
Instruments, Anesthesia, & Medicines by Dr.
Wendell Baumann, Small Incision Cataract 
Surgery by Dr. Daniel Gold, & Pterygium
Treatment:  What works best? by Dr. Wynne
Morley            

                                        The Alamo-San Antonio, TX

   Wet Lab during Mission Conference

  A wet lab was conducted Thursday after-
noon  to help develop surgical skills that 
can be used in the mission fields.



   by Mike Siatkowski, M.D. COS President

Dear Friends,

I hope this finds you well and enjoying your 
fall.  Please remember to put on your calendars 
the COS meeting at the AAO.  This year’s 
meeting will be Monday, November 12, 2007 
from 6:30 to 8:00 AM at the Hilton Garden Inn 
at the Convention Center, Woodward Rooms 
A and B.  At 6:30 we will have a free breakfast 
for all comers and at 7:00 AM will hear from 
Dr. Walter Paschall on “Understanding and 
Harnessing the Power of God.”   The meeting 
will conclude with small group prayer and 
sharing.  Please plan on coming and bringing a 

friend.  No reservations are necessary.

In both my private life and among the COS 
Board I have been pondering the concept of 
Christian unity.  In particular, I am concerned 
with the way the enemy uses secondary doc-
trine to divide the body of believers and dimin-
ish the impact of our work for the Lord.  While 
we all should agree that Christianity includes 
fundamental beliefs like the deity and pre-
eminence of Christ and His sacrificial death on 
the cross, there are many other issues on which 
we differ, and which have no bearing on our 
salvation or Christian status.  These include 
doctrinal concepts such as the timing of bap-
tism, praying in tongues, pre vs post millenni-
alism, etc.,                       (continued on p.5)

Letter from the President

“As a business 
person, God has

granted you 
unique contacts 
and resources 

that are largely 
unavailable to 

religious 
leaders. .”

However, Pilate was notorious for his cruel 
treatment of those he governed. Asking for 
Jesus’ body after His execution as a traitor was 
tantamount to admitting you were one of His 
followers. That took guts. Luke records that 
Joseph was a member of the Jewish council, 
the Sanhedrin. He was a “good and just man” 
who had disagreed with his peers concerning 
Jesus’ death sentence (Luke 23:50-51). John 
reveals that Joseph followed Jesus secretly be-
cause of his fear of the Jewish religious leaders 
(John 19:38).

Isn’t it interesting that Joseph was intimidated 
by religious leaders who zealously debated 
theology and searched for heretics, yet he cou-
rageously approached the ruthless Roman gov-
ernor? This notoriously brutal man ordered 
peoples’ crucifixions and here was Joseph re-
questing a condemned traitor’s remains. Why 
did the Gospel writers commend Joseph so 
highly? He stepped up boldly for Christ when 
others were despairing. Peter and Matthew 
may have followed Jesus longer than Joseph 
had, but that night they were hiding from Pi-
late while Joseph was negotiating with him. 
Joseph was a successful businessman. He was 
used to dealing with hard nosed people! 

(Continued on p. 5)

Your Influence and God’s Kingdom

by Dr. Henry Blackaby

 Joseph of Arimathea is not one of the better 
known characters in the Bible, but maybe he 
should be. His is one of the few stories men-
tioned in all four Gospels (Matt. 27:57-61; 
Mark 15:42-47; Luke 23:50-56; John 19:38-
42). That cannot be said for Zacchaeus, the
woman at the well or the Good Samaritan. 
Even Peter’s famous confession, “Thou art the 
Christ!” does not receive the same degree of 
coverage. Clearly the Gospel writers all recog-
nized something significant about Joseph’s 
action. What Joseph did was not miraculous or 
headline news. He simply took Jesus’ body 
and placed it in his own newly constructed 
tomb.

We don’t know much about Joseph of Arimat-
hea. Scholars are uncertain where Arimathea 
was. Matthew indicates Joseph was a rich man, 
a business leader who became Jesus’ disciple 
(Matt. 27:57). Mark adds that he “took cour-
age” and approached the brutal Roman procu-
rator Pilate who had recently sentenced Jesus 
to death, and requested His body (Mark 
15:43). Pilate would have been familiar with 
the prominent citizens under his supervision 
and he may have known who Joseph was. 

Dr. Mike Siatkowski, 

John & Anne  Cox
         Enjoying lunch on the river walk
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“While we all should 
agree that Christianity 

includes fundamental be-
liefs like the deity and 
pre-eminence of Christ 

and His sacrificial death 
on the cross, there are 
many other issues on 
which we differ….”



What a great meeting!  The COS 
house staff, medical students and mis-
sionaries want to thank all of those 
who made grant donations; your dona-
tion enabled over 20 missionaries and 
ophthalmologists-to-be to attend and 
be encouraged at the COS 2007 meet-
ing in San Antonio.  The grants pro-
vided hotel accommodations, registra-
tion at the meeting, and meals; a value 
of about $1200.  We all had a wonder-
ful time at the luncheon getting to 
know one another, and we were 
blessed by the student speakers at din-
ner Friday night.  Here are just a few 
of the comments from the grant recipi-
ents.

     Thank you so much for the grant allow-
ing me to attend the COS conference this 
year.  As a medical student I had a tre-
mendous time in fellowship with other be-
lievers and learning about what mission 
opportunities are available in ophthalmol-
ogy.  Without funding, I would not have 
been able to attend.  Thank you for bless-
ing me with the opportunity to attend and I 
hope to be able to fund students in the fu-
ture.

     Thanks for making it possible for us                                                                                     
to attend the COS meeting this year in San 
Antonio.  The presentations were excel-
lent, the worship times were great, and the 
fellowship was encouraging. We have al-
ways appreciated the prayers and encour-
agement of our COS friends in our work 
overseas.  It is a blessing to have a group 
of like-minded colleagues who can spur us 
on in our service.

     Looking back I'm able to see how the 
Lord worked through people like yourself 
to open all the right doors that led me to 
where I am now training in my resi-
dency.  As a result, I'm fortunate to be at a 
residency program where the attendings, 
residents, and staff love the Lord and 
make serving him a conscious effort in 
their every day lives.  And this daily en-
courages me and helps me.  So, for this I 
say thanks and I look forward to being to 
help meet the needs of others like you have 
done.

     It was genuinely an eye-opening ex-
perience to see so many brothers and sis-
ters in Ophthalmology come together as 
one body of Christ to worship God!

                                      (Continued on p.4)

children are tomorrow’s leaders, and 
has a high priority of fostering Chris-
tian values for the children’s program.  

   Dr. Calvin Eshbaugh and his wife  
were responsible for the children’s pro-
gram this year.  In keeping with the 
traditional emphasis on the Importance 
of the Christian family, they did a won-
derful job of putting together a pro-
gram that imparted to the children love 
and education, stimulating promotion 
of the gospel.
   The society recognizes that today’s 

Note from Dr. Sterling Cannon, House Officer

Children’s Activities 

“Attending the San 
Antonio COS meeting 

had tremendously 
impacted not only my 
personal life but also 
my professional life.”

        Dr. Sterling Cannon and family
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(Continued from p.3)
     Attending the San Antonio COS meet-
ing had tremendously impacted not only 
my personal life but also my professional 
life. Here is a small part of what had hap-
pened to me, I mean the part that I can 
express by words. Believe me there is a lot 
of Joy inside of me that is beyond expres-
sion. 

After I received your generous grant to 
attend the San Antonio COS meeting, a 
long full of preparations journey started.. 
I had to get the American visa, put my 
practice into a halt, leave my family and 
country and travel for about 20,000 miles 
to reach San Antonio. To put it short it 
was something that I could only dream 
about. Thanks to our Graceful Lord Jesus 
Christ my dream became a reality. 
     Before this meeting I believed that 
miracles only happened in the time of 
Christ, but now I believe that they can 
happen in our days. This meeting made an 
enormous enforcement to my growing 
faith in the power of our living almighty 
God, which works inside of us. 
The second thing that has literally 
changed my life was meeting the wonder-
ful, great and at the same time so humble 
participants and their families, who 
showed immense kindness, love and hospi-
tality. It was really the first time in my life 

to recognise who the real Christians are.
And last but not the least, the scientific 
Ophthalmological presentations and lec-
tures were excellent, with the full up-to-
date information. Also the wet lab and the 
discussions were a great asset for me in 
my practice.
     In conclusion this treasured meeting 
was for sure the best meeting I have ever 
attended. It was my first but will not be the 
last. I am looking forward to meet you 
again.
    Thank you very much. The Grace of 

our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

This valuable investment will en-
sure that the COS will continue to 
grow, and that students will be ex-
posed to the love and encouragement 
of ophthalmologists who serve Jesus 
Christ in the practice of medicine.  
Thank you again!

In Christ,

Sterling Cannon

    Contact Drs. Bret Crumpton
                        or
             Sterling Cannon 
        2616 Warm Springs Rd, 

Columbus, GA 31904 
              (706)323-3491
        bretccrumpton@yahoo.net
 or  sterlinglcannon@yahoo.net
          for more information.

The 2008 Annual Meeting 
will be July 31-August 3, 2008
      at Callaway Gardens in 
        Pine Mountain, Ga.

Note from Dr. Sterling Cannon, House Officer (Continued)                           

2008 Annual Meeting

“This valuable 
investment will ensure 

that the COS will 
continue to grow, and 
that students will be 
exposed to the love 

and encouragement of 
ophthalmologists who 
serve Jesus Christ in 

the practice of 
medicine”

Next year’s hosts
Is Georgia on their  mind? 

                       Lodge Conference Center
                            Callaway Gardens  
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By Jan Paschall
We had a wonderful time at the Ladies Meeting in San Antonio making blankets for 

several welfare and mission agencies. Also we had time for fellowship and getting ac-
quainted with new comers and each other. We appreciate all that the spouses from 
Scott and White did to make it such and fun and worthwhile activity,
     Our guest speaker was Barbara Adams from Houston, Texas who shared with us the 
the benefits of a Spirit led life and the problems and causes of a life still controlled by 
original sin.

Next year at Calloway Gardens, we will  be blessed by having Kay Arthur
 as our guest speaker.

Ladies Program featured Barbara Adams
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as well as social issues like consump-
tion of alcohol, male-female encoun-
ters prior to marriage, and even politi-
cal affiliation.  Sifting through these 
issues is often confusing and frustrat-
ing.  It certainly is not easy.  Recently 
I read a wonderful statement from 
Clay McLean in this regard.  I have 
taken the liberty of quoting him verba-
tim below.

“It ain’t always a clear black and 
white answer.  It requires  humbling 
ourselves, asking forgiveness of men 
when we fail to love, and asking for-
giveness of God when we fail to stand 
for truth, and sometimes having to ask 
of men and God because in the wres-
tling match we got confused, or angry, 
or legalistic, or zealous for our own 
point of view instead of for God.  But 
if we truly love God and love people, 

the wrestling match will be motivated by a true 
desire to get at the real, the true, the pure, and 
the godly.  And in such honest wrestling, God’s 
grace will use it all to bring forth a true mani-
festation of His presence in His people.  He will 
bring an end to the controversies, not by didac-
tic logic, or by emotional soft soap, but by the 
direct confirming of His own Word His own 
way and in His own time.  Our only duty is to 
keep out heart open to people, our minds closed 
to self-righteousness, our wills set to obey God, 
and our faith looking up to Him as He has re-
vealed Himself to be in His  word, and to …. 
keep wrestling.”

Good words to ponder and pray over.  Hope to 
see you in New Orleans!

Blessings and Peace,

Mike   

Letter from the President (Continued from  p.2)

His position in the business community afforded him 
unique connections, skills and respect. At this historic 
moment, the businessman Joseph stepped up and lev-
eraged his business experience and contacts to partici-
pate in Christ’s work in his world.

As a business person, God has granted you unique 
contacts and resources that are largely unavailable to 
religious leaders. You might never step into the pulpit 
when your minister is away, but you have access to 
business, government, entertainment, sports, financial 

and world leaders. These are all avenues which may be 
closed to your pastor. Take an inventory of your business 
relationships and resources as well as your community con-
tacts. Through your unique position in the business world 
you have the exciting opportunity to invest in God’s king-
dom and to serve Jesus. Like Joseph of Arimathea, intention-
ally use your position in the marketplace for the cause of 
Christ.
   For more information about workplace ministry, contact 
www.marketplaceleaders.org or call 678.455.6262 x 103

Your Influence and God’s Kingdom (Continued from  p.2)
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The Christian Ophthalmology Society was founded in 1977 as  
an interdenominational group of eye physicians and surgeons 
who confess that Jesus Christ is Savior and Lord. 

“For God did not send his Son into the world to con-
demn the world, but to save the world through Him.”

John 3:17
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