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COS Prayer Breakfast at AAO
    The COS prayer breakfast held at the 

annual American  Academy of Ophthal-
mology will be Monday, November 13, 
2006 from 6:30-8:00 am at the Ve-
netian Hotel in the Lando 4202 room.   
No reservations are needed for those 
attending the AAO in Las Vegas.  

Breakfast is free to all. 

     Dr.  Rich Parrish from the Bascom 
Palmer Eye Institute will be the featured 
speaker. 
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    The 30th annual COS meeting was held in 
Cleveland, OH July 27-30, 2006 at the beauti-
ful Renaissance Hotel with Drs. Wynne Mor-
ley, Ron Kreuger and Mike Lee hosting.  The 
scientific sessions were filled with “clinical 
pearls” from excellent speakers on topics in-
cluding LASIK, ocular surface diseases, macu-
lar degeneration, and a special session on 
neuro-ophthalmology.  This was especially 
meaningful since we were honored  to have 
one of the founders of the organization and 
renowned neuro-ophthalmologist,  Dr. J. 
Lawton Smith in attendance. 
     The “COS Missions Technology Program”, 
started by Dr. Walter Paschall in 2002, has de-
veloped from a half-day session to a full day 
event.  The Mission Program was held on 
Thursday, July 27, and included morning dis-
cussions on “The Benefits of Christian Oph-
thalmology Missions”, “Glaucoma Manage-
ment in Developing Countries”, 
“Manual Small Incision Cataract Surgery”, 
“Academic Ophthalmic Missions to China”, 
and “Missions Unlimited:  Focus on India”.  A 
wet lab was conducted Thursday afternoon to 
help develop surgical skills that can be used in 
the mission fields.
     Dr. Paschall is passing the baton for the 
mission program to Dr. Larry Balisky from

Canada.  Thank you Dr. Paschall for the in-
sight and hard work to get this program 
started, and thank you Dr. Balisky for the will-
ingness to continue it.
     The Thursday evening after dinner speaker 
was Rev. Donald Schaeffer from Cleveland, 
OH who gave an inspirational talk on 
“Leaving a Legacy:  Advice for Christian 
Physicians”.
     Special sessions dealing with Medical Eth-
ics were given by Dr. Su Ann Lim from
Singapore, Dr. John Patrick from Ottowa, Can-
ada, and Dr. Jim Rowsey from Tarpon
Springs, FL., & Dr. Cynthia Bradford, AAO’s
Secretary for State Affairs presented on “The
Ethics of Advocacy”. 

Cleveland, OH



  by Mike Siatkowski, M.D. COS President

Dear Colleagues,

It was great to see many of you at the annual 
meeting in Cleveland in July and I pray that 
much fruit will be borne out in your lives this 
next year.  Many people contributed to the suc-
cess of the meeting, but, to single out two, 
please join me in again congratulating Dr. 
Wynne Morley for making such wonderful 
meeting arrangements, as well as Drs. Mike 
and Mina Lee for organizing a truly superb 
children’s program.   This is also the perfect 
time to thank Dr. John Cox and his wife Anne 
for taking over the responsibility of the COS 

newsletter, a task that they are uniquely quali-
fied for.

I would like to share with you an event that 
occurred while we were in Cleveland.  We ar-
rived several days prior to the meeting and 
traveled to southern Ohio to visit family.  
While there, my brother-in-law gave each of 
my daughters a stuffed animal (a Doodle pet)
which they adored and immediately began to 
carry with them constantly, even to bed.  A 
few days later we visited a mall, and, as usual, 
the girls were carrying their pets.  Rhea and the 
girls went clothes shopping and Josh and I 
went to the bookstore.  When we all met up 
later in the afternoon, I noticed that my 
                                               (Continued on p. 4)  
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“The goal for us was 
to help develop a 

more efficient 
training system in 
Sichuan Province 
that placed more 

well- trained 
ophthalmic surgeons 
into the community 

more efficiently.”

help develop a more efficient training system 
in Sichuan Province that placed more well-
trained ophthalmic surgeons into the commu-
nity more efficiently.
     Between 2002 and 2006 we have led teams 
of DMEI ophthalmologists, researchers, senior 
residents, and fellows to Chengdu on an annual 
basis.  While there, we provide both basic and 
advanced lectures in all fields of ophthalmol-
ogy in multiple locations, demonstrate various 
surgical techniques, and pursue cultural ex-
change with the purpose of developing lasting 
relationships.
     As a result of our continued work, Dr. 
David Parke, chairman of DMEI, visited 
Chengdu with the DMEI team and began ne-
gotiations with the Provincial Hospital of Si-
chuan.  After several days of final negotiations 
in Chengdu, a document was signed by all par-
ties establishing a joint Chinese-DMEI Eye 
Care and Training Center.  The purpose of this 
new venture will be to establish a clinical and 
research center to serve the 150 million people 
in Sichuan and surrounding provinces and to 
bring American-based educational systems to 
the region.  

Please pray that God will use this 
amazing opportunity for His glory!

China Open to Learning
      Dean McGee Eye Institute in China

                by Dr. Brad Farris
Four years ago, Dean McGee Eye Institute 

(DMEI) was approached by Heart to Heart In-
ternational, a leading global humanitarian or-
ganization, to represent DMEI in an effort to 
help the increasing blindness in southwest 
China.  After visiting Chengdu, the capital of 
Sichuan Province, and surrounding areas of 
Sichuan Province, it became clear that treat-
able blindness was a huge problem in this area 
of China, and manpower was the largest obsta-
cle.  
     From the outset, the goal for DMEI was to 
understand the current status of medical educa-
tion in China, and to facilitate an education 
system that could more efficiently provide de-
livery of eye care in all areas of the province.  
We knew that simply coming and performing 
surgery on as many people as possible in a 
short time on a recurring basis simply would 
not make an effective reduction in treatable 
blindness.  Whereas the Chinese ophthalmolo-
gist may require 10-15 years after residency 
training to be allowed to perform cataract sur-
gery without supervision, we knew that a 3 
year residency training was possible from an 
American perspective.  The goal for us was to 

                   Dr. Mike Siatkowski, 

                            Dr. Brad Farris,
                medical missionary to China
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    Dr. John Patrick was our keynote speaker 
on medical ethics.  He is a retired pediatrician
and professor of clinical nutrition at Ottowa 
University who is now President of Augustine 
College in Ottowa, Canada.  His insightful and 
inspirational talks on the four levels of happi-
ness and the sermon on the Mount as a basis 
for key features in Christian character forma-
tion revealed his extensive reading and knowl-
edge of spiritual topics.  He agreed to stay for
questions and many stayed late into the eve-
ning. 

   In his discussion of spiritual happiness, he
succinctly summarized our responsibility as 
Christians to witness from life, not convict or 
convert.  That is the responsibility of the Holy 
Spirit.  He also summarized what it means to 
be a physician from Dr. Thomas Sydenham….
 “It becomes everyman who purposes to give 
himself to the care of others seriously to con-
sider the four following things: first that he 
must some day give an account to the Supreme 
Judge of all the lives entrusted to his care, sec-
ond, that all his skill, knowledge, and energy 
as given him by God should be used for His 
glory and the good of mankind and not for 
mere gain or ambition, thirdly and not more 
beautifully than truly let him reflect that he has 
undertaken the care of no mean creature, for in 
order that he may estimate the value, the great-
ness of the human race, the Only-begotten Son 
of God became himself a man and thus enno-
bled us with His divine dignity and far more 
than this, died to redeem it, and fourthly, let 
the doctor being himself a mortal man, he 
should be diligent and tender in relieving his 

suffering patients in as much as he himself 
must one day be a like sufferer”.
   For those who would like to know more 
about Dr. Patrick and Augustine College, his
web site is:  www.johnpatrick.ca, and the col-
lege’s is: www.augustinecollege.org

children are tomorrow’s leaders, and 
has a high priority of fostering Chris-
tian values for the children’s program.  

   Dr. Mike Lee and his wife Mina were 
responsible for the children’s program 
this year.  In keeping with the tradi-
tional emphasis on the Importance of 
the Christian family, they did a won-
derful job of putting together a pro-
gram that imparted to the children love 
and education, stimulating promotion 
of the gospel.
   The society recognizes that today’s 

Highlights from speaker John Patrick, M.D.

Children’s Activities 

“Our responsibility
as Christians is to
witness, not convict 
or convert.  That is 
the responsibility of  
the Holy Spirit”

                    Dr. John Patrick
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(Continued from page 2)
daughter Elizabeth did not have her Doodle 
pet.   She said that she had given it to her 
mother, but Rhea did not have it.  Any parent 
should now be able to imagine the panic that 
set in, and in  a short period of time Elizabeth 
was sobbing uncontrollably.  We all split up to 
go back to the stores we visited in attempts to 
find the Doodle pet, but to no avail.  Abi and 
Josh and I finally went to get the car, while 
Rhea was trying to comfort Elizabeth sitting 
outside on the curb.  

When Elizabeth began to calm down a bit, 
Rhea prayed with her that God would show us 
where her Doodle pet was.  At this exact time 
the kids and I were approaching the parking lot 
and I suddenly knew that the stuffed animal 
would be in the car.  Sure enough as soon as 
we opened the doors, there it was in Eliza-
beth’s seat.  The tears of  loss became tears of 
joy and we had an awesome teachable moment 
for the kids in the form of a miracle.  One of 
their memory verses is “Nothing is impossible 
with God” and this really brought it home to 
them.  

But what happened next is also a teachable 
moment.  Even though we were all certain 
that Elizabeth had taken the toy with her to 
the stores and then lost it, the question 
popped  through our minds “Did she really 
have it or did she actually leave it in the car 
all along?” 

 Next Abigail began to question why only 
Elizabeth got a miracle and she didn’t.  Fortu-
nately we recognized the devil at play and re-
sisted him so we could continue to praise God 
and focus on Him rather than ourselves.

This episode was to me a microcosm of life.  
How often do we behave like that?  The obvi-
ous and unquestionable hand of God is at work 
in this world and even if we in our spirits rec-
ognize it, our minds begin to question and our 
souls become selfish.  We have a constant 
choice to look at events from one of two van-
tage points.  We can purposefully be on the 
lookout  for God’s handiwork, be joyful and 
thankful each time we see it, and  when we 
don’t see it, rest in the fact that His character 
never changes.  Or we can need to explain or 
rationalize the events that we cannot compre-
hend, and develop an egocentric worldview 
that requires continual comparison with others.  
Choose this day which path you will follow.

For those of you attending the annual AAO 
meeting in Las Vegas, the COS Prayer Break-
fast will be Monday November 13, 2006 from 
6:30 – 8:00 AM at the Venetian Hotel in the 
Lando 4202 room.  Breakfast is free to all and 
no reservations are necessary.  Dr. Rich Par-
rish from the Bascom Palmer Eye Institute will 
be the featured speaker this year.  Rhea and I 
hope to see you there and send our best wishes 
and blessings to you.

         Contact Dr. Kyle Smith, 
3890 Burton Lane, Temple, TX 76502
              (254)724-4248
          ksmith@clearwire.net
          for more information.

The 2007 Annual Meeting will
 be  July 26-29, 2007 at the
  Hyatt on the Riverwalk, 
        San Antonio, TX.

Letter from the President (cont’d)

2007 Annual Meeting

“The obvious and 
unquestionable 
hand of  God 

Is at work in this 
world…”

               Drs. Siatkowski & Paschall

                             Hyatt Regency
                           San Antonio, TX
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      Judy Reamer from Atlanta, GA gave a 
moving testimony of growing up in a wealthy 
Jewish family and searching for spiritual truth.  
No one she knew talked about the God of her 
fathers. Even the Rabbi's references to God 
were intellectual, not relational. 

    Judy's search for spiritual truth and lasting 
peace took her down various roads. Eventually 
the occult and cults became her life. After 
years of deception, God broke through her 
foggy perceptions and used her Hollywood 
teenage idol, Pat Boone, to set her free.

     The truth of the Messiah ended Judy 
Reamer's search down the avenues of rabbini-

cal Judaism and the occult.  Her teachings 
come from life experiences that illustrate the 
magnificence of God and the reality of the Bi-
ble. 

     Judy shared from her best selling book, 
FEELINGS WOMEN RARELY SHARE, 
which boldly confronts an often avoided 
female issue—sexual temptation.  She also
gave practical instruction on reading the Bible 
through quickly in order to get the whole coun-
sel of God.

                     Spouse’s Program featured Judy Reamer

Scenes from Children’s Program

Pier.  The scenery was beautiful, the 
tour very educational, and the comrad-
ery exceptional.

 Scenic Boat Cruise
Many participants enjoyed spending 

Friday afternoon on The Goodtime III 
which operates a sightseeing cruise of 
Lake Erie and Cuyahoga River. The 
two-hour cruises are narrated by Larry 
Morrow, a local broadcaster as you 
travel along the downtown Lake Erie 
shoreline as well as the Flats and Ox-
bow areas of the Cuyahoga River be-
fore returning to the East Ninth Street 

Caption describing picture or graphic.
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The Christian Ophthalmology Society was founded in 1977 as  
an interdenominational group of eye physicians and surgeons 
who confess that Jesus Christ is Savior and Lord. 

“For God did not send his Son into the world to con-
demn the world, but to save the world through Him.”

John 3:17
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